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Learning from the societal margins  

(Be)longing,  (Dis)engagement, (De)radicalization and Conflictual Struggles  

Organizer: Line Lerche Mørck, Associate Professor, Aarhus University, School of Education, 

llm@edu.au.dk 

This symposium challenges the dominating discourses of radicalization, school disengagement and 

gang exit. The papers of the symposium present theoretical frameworks, concepts and 

methodologies which enable us to understand subjectivation as complex processes encompassing 

subjective narratives, experiences and power relational negotiations of meanings explored from 

different subject perspectives. Problems, dilemmas and expansive possibilities of (be)longings, 

(dis)engagements and conflictual struggles are explored from very different  perspectives on the 

subject. This includes perspectives from 1) young people and parents to young people, who have 

chosen a radicalized path in life (Helle Rabøl Hansen and Iram Khawaja), 2) young pupils 

positioned as “disengaged” in some school contexts and as “very engaged” in other contexts – 

viewed from different perspectives (Maj Sofie Rasmussen), and 3) a former biker gang member 

who became a co-researcher and a research apprentice (Line Lerche Mørck).  

All papers in the symposium titled “Learning from the societal margins” deal with struggles within 

contentious and conflictual practices – and processes of coming to new understandings of these 

practices – explored from societal marginal positions. The symposium draws on, discusses and 

further develops theoretical conceptualizations of subjectivation processes, which includes 

important moments in concrete life situations and movements of both individual and collective 

subjects - in different directions. The forces of these concrete movements of subjects and 

communities include senses of (be)longings, (dis)engagements and conflictual struggles. The papers 

discuss these dialectical subjectivation and objectivation processes with theories such as critical 

psychology, social practice theory, post structuralism, and social phenomenology. 

 

  



Paper abstracts: 

 

Recruitment, religion and radicalization  

Helle Rabøl Hansen, Assistant professor, Aarhus University, School of Education, hrh@edu.au.dk 

Rootlessness is seen as a driving force, when explaining why marginalized youths are recruited to 

(radicalized) religious groups. Based on social practice theory the paper explores recruitment 

practice both from the perspectives of radicalized collectivities and from the individual subjects 

being recruited. 

The paper focuses on the specific recruitment processes: Who are the actual recruitment targeting, 

and why? Applying concepts of Longing for belonging and subjectivity of communities, two cases 

will be discussed: a recruitment process to a Muslim religious group, and another one to a Danish 

Christian church (free church). It seems that rootlessness is not the only driving force in these two 

cases. The major dynamic seems to be aspirations within these groups’ to attract specific, selected 

subjects, with certain qualities. Thereby the paper argues that recruitment should be understood 

dialectically concerning individual subjects and communities both striving for belonging and 

broader recognition. 

 

Homegrown religious radicalization - on the religious Other’s quest for belonging  

Iram Khawaja, Post Doc, Aarhus University, School of Education, irkh@edu.au.dk 

It has been reported that a growing number of youngsters from Western Europe are engaging in 

conflicts motivated by religious and political conflicts in the Middle East. This paper explores the 

reasons behind this seemingly religious radicalization from the point of view of the youngsters and 

their families. Existing literature and ways of defining the social psychological process of 

radicalization will be discussed, and a theoretical framework based on a focus on (non-)belonging, 

Otherness and sense of community will be proposed. The framework will be utilized in an analysis 

of narratives from youngsters and parents of youngsters who have chosen a radicalized path in life. 

The paper will shed light on how the sense of and yearning for belonging and recognition have to be 

taken into account in our understanding of homegrown religious radicalization. 



‘Engaged disengagement’? – moving beyond traditional understandings of school 

disengagement 

 

Maj Sofie Rasmussen, Ph.D.-fellow, Aarhus University, dept. of Education/VIA University College, 

mara@edu.au.dk 

 
This paper challenges traditional understandings of school (dis)engagement, where the concept of 

engagement is primarily associated with academic achievement and tends to be conceptualized as a 

function of the individual – a decontextualized understanding that seems to favor mainstream 

students and blame ‘the disengaged’ for not fitting into the ideal of the ‘appropriate student’. The 

assumption is that engagement is valuable and desirable, whereas disengagement is viewed as 

leading to non-achievement and exclusion. Within social practice theory, engagement is explored as 

a social and contextual concept that is produced in a situated practice. On the basis of a case study 

at the Swedish NGO and lower secondary school, Fryshuset, I will discuss a tendency to 

dichotomize engagement and disengagement and argue that they are interwoven and closely linked 

to the student’s conduct of life.  

 

Mo(ve)ment methodology – Researching conflictual meanings, double-binds and change in 

extreme life situations 

Line Lerche Mørck, Associate Professor, Aarhus University, School of Education, llm@edu.au.dk 

The social practice theoretical moment-movement methodology explores significant moments in 

depth, such as moments of frustration, anger, engagement and (be)longing. The moments are 

conceptualized as part of broader conflictual struggles and processes (movements), which include 

both continuity and change in conduct of life. This moment-movement methodology is developed in 

close collaboration with a former biker-gang member - involved as a research apprentice. Together 

we are developing the methodology, while researching concrete processes of change from biker 

gang member towards becoming a legitimate member of academia. We apply various methods such 

as audio/video logs conducted while still affected by the moment, interviews, biographical 

documentaries, e-mails and SMS as part of our continual collaboration around various (academic) 

projects. Theoretical differences, similarities and tensions are reflected when methodological 

aspects from Collective Biography Work is integrated with a social phenomenological concept of 

double bind situations (R.D. Laing) into a social practice theoretical moment-movement 

ethnography.  


