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Across spatial and temporal boundaries, language teaching in minority languages seems to inevitably 

give rise to heated debate – be it in Bolivia, Romania or Denmark. In Denmark, teaching of minority 

languages such as Arabic or Somali has thus for decades been at the heart of a highly ideological and 

polarized debate. Paradoxically, however, minority language teaching has received very little research 

attention in a Danish context. Furthermore, the sporadic investigation of minority language teaching 

has primarily been carried out as large-scale quantitative examinations focusing on ’effect’ 

conceptualised as correlation with results of reading tests in Danish.  

 

In an ongoing phD project, minority language teaching is explored taken a fundamentally different 

ontological and epistemological stance. Minority language teaching is considered a ’contested space’ in 

which ”both individuals and social groups are constantly engaged in efforts to territorialise, to claim 

spaces, to include some and exclude others” (Massey 1998:126) – on a discursive level as well as in the 

micro-interactional space which concrete minority language teaching fills out and transforms. The 

project unfolds as a qualitative exploration of minority language teaching in Arabic, Dari, Pashto and 

Somali as it is practiced by children and adults around a Year 2 class in a multilingual primary school 

in Denmark. Through ethnographic fieldwork, a multimodal and multilingual data material consisting 

of a range of linguistic and communicative data has been constructed. The primary data source is 

participant observation, supported by field notes, video-recordings and collection of various artefacts 

and supplemented by interviews with children, teachers and school management. 

 

As it unfolds at the intersection of critical sociolinguistics and ethnography, the project investigates 

multilingualism in institutionalized contexts and aims to explore the connections between the politics 

and practice of multilingualism in a globalized world. 
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