
YECREA Panel Discussion: Infinite Crisis? The current state and future of the field of 

crisis communication 

At some point during the PhD dissertation one will ask themselves the central and sometimes 

frightening question: How do I find a way into the research field I am interested in? And when I find 

a way in, how do I become a visible member of the research community? Furthermore one can 

consider, what is the future of the field one wishes to become a part of? 

 

The answer to these questions is of course dependent on the field of research one is interested in 

and the individual profile a researcher creates for oneself. Nevertheless in the field of Crisis 

Communication the relevance of the questions are perhaps even more prominent for the young 

scholars, because of the interdisciplinarity of the field and the fact that the field is just beginning its 

institutionalization as a distinct field of communication research.  

 

The subject of this panel discussion is current state and future of the field of crisis communication. 

The objective is to clarify the future demands young scholars should be able to meet in the pursuit of 

an academic career in the field, but also to give inspiration as to how one can build a strong profile 

for oneself as a future researcher in the field of crisis communication. Furthermore to establish a 

forum with peers and senior scholars where ideas, concerns and thoughts can be discussed and 

questions can be asked. 

 

Topics the panel will address include, but are not limited to: 

a) What are the developments and trends in crisis communication? How will the field look like 

in ten years? Will the community grow? What are the future topics and trends? 

b) Can one build a career on solely being a crisis communication scholar or is it necessary to 

specialized in another field as well (e.g. Public Relations, Rhetoric, Corporate Communication 

or Risk Communication) and if so which combinations would be preferable? 

c) Which competences will be crucial for the next generation of crisis communications 

researchers? 

d) Will there be a need for young scholars who specialize in Crisis Communication in the 

future? If so where would they be placed at the universities? 

 

The panel consists of international crisis communication research scholars with different academic 

backgrounds and at different academic levels. This with the ambition to ensure a fruitful discussion 



regarding topics that already is or will become important for young scholars, and to create an 

opportunity for peer-contact and networking.  

 

 


