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An old acquisition of the Royal Collection 
of Coins and Medals in Copenhagen:  

‘Unique’ variety or counterfeit?

The coinage of Kerkinitis represents merely a brief 
episode in the history of this West-Crimean city 
and is limited to two series of bronze coins struck 
within the second half of the 4th century BC.1 The 
Royal Collection possesses one specimen of the first 
series and two of the second, all catalogued in the 
corresponding SNG volume of the museum. One 
of these pieces, SNG Cop 3, originating from South 
Russia and bought in 1879 from the Paris antiqui-
ties dealer Feuardent,2 once formed part of Ivan and 
Lidia Kouris’3 well-known collection in Odessa. The 
two others, SNG Cop 1-2, purchased through C.T. 
Seltman (Cambridge)4 in 1928 as part of a larger 
Greek lot, are of unknown provenance. One of Selt-
man’s coins, acquired for ten pounds and marked 
in the museum’s acquisition book (KP 1685) as 
‘unique’, is worthy of closer scrutiny.

Obv. Head of goddess l. in turreted stephane, wear-
ing earrings and necklace.

 1 For the city’s peculiar cast coins of the late 5th cen-
tury BC, see Kutajsov 1986, 94-97; 1995, 39-61; 
2004, 46-53.

 2 Felix Bienamine Feuardent (1819-1907).
 3 On Ivan Iraklievich Kouris (1840-1898), see 

Markevič 1900, 79-81.
 4 On Charles Seltman, see Cahn 1957, 96.

Vladimir F. Stolba

Among three coins of the Crimean city of Kerki-
nitis in the Royal Collection of Coins and Medals 
in Copenhagen, one fourth-century BC specimen, 
SNG Cop 1, purchased from Charles Seltman in 
1928, was long thought to be a unique variety of a 
well-known type. A close examination of the piece 
proves, however, that it was struck by the same pair 
of dies as two other coins in Eupatoria and Moscow. 
A number of unorthodox features such as the con-
fusing spelling of the ethnic name and its paleogra-
phy resulted from it having been seriously reworked 
by a graver, most likely within the first two decades 
of the 20th century.

In 1992, exactly 15 years ago, I had the first possibil-
ity of studying de visu a splendid selection of Greek 
coins from the northern Black Sea region kept at the 
Royal Collection of Coins and Medals in the Dan-
ish National Museum. Jørgen Steen Jensen and the 
late Anne Kromann, to whom I wish to express my 
most sincere gratitude, were the first to introduce 
me to the collection and its wonderful library, as 
well as to authentic Danish hospitality. Among the 
coins that attracted my attention was a small group 
of Kerkinitian coins, one of which is the subject of 
this note.
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Rev. Scythian horseman galloping r.; in his raised 
r. arm, spear; behind his back, magistrate’s 
name ΗΡΟΝ; below, ΚΑΡΚΙΝΙ∆.

4.90g, 12h, 21 mm
SNG Cop 1 = Anochin 1988, 134, fig. 15 = Anochin 

1989, pl. 24.410

Unlike all other coins of this particular type, the 
specimen features no dotted circle on the obverse, 
and it contains an unusually elaborate ethnic name 
on the reverse. The latter peculiarity of the Copen-
hagen coin plays a key role in the argumentation 
used by Anochin, whose relative chronology of the 
Kerkinitian coinage is based upon the length of the 
ethnic name: ΚΑΡΚΙ – ΚΑΡΚΙΝΙ – ΚΑΡΚΙΝΙ∆.5 
However, not only the abnormal length of the leg-
end, but also the corrupt spelling visible on SNG 
Cop 1 is confusing. Evidently, without stretching 
the evidence too much the latter form cannot be 
conjectured to represent either the city name of 
Καρκινῖτις/ gen. Καρκινίτιδος (FGrHist 1F184; 
Hdt. 4.55, 4.99) or an ethnic name, which ought 
to have the form of Καρκινῖται.6
 This insurmountable difficulty naturally raises 
doubts about the specimen’s authenticity. Yet, a close 
examination of the material available leaves no room 
for doubt that the coin is struck by the same pair of 
dies as specimen EKM 11287/2119 with the name 
of ΗΡΑΚ from the Eupatoria hoard of 19177 and a 
coin from the renowned Platon Burachkov’s collec-

 5 Anochin 1988, 137; Anochin 1989, 83. His se-
quence is adopted, for instance, by Šonov 2000, 
139-141.

 6 See Steph. Byz. s.v. Καρκινῖτις. For an explanation 
of the alteration KAPKI > KEPKI on the coins of 
later series, see Stolba 1990, 145-147; 1996, 225, 
Anm. 1.

 7 Stolba 1996, 228-229, Taf. 10.1; Kutajsov 2004, 
230, fig. 27.2.

tion.8 A closer look at SNG Cop 1 reveals that both 
its sides were seriously reworked by a graver. Such 
fairly amateurish finishing, which aimed possibly 
at underlining damaged image details, resulted in 
the face features of the goddess acquiring a certain 
roughness. The removal of the usual dotted cir-
cle, which perhaps did not appear clearly enough 
initially, was another effect of such a treatment of 
the obverse. On the reverse, the magistrate’s name, 
of which only the first letter seems to be original, 
was re-engraved into ΗΡΟΝ, which, like ΗΡΑΚ 
is well known on this variety. In a similar manner, 
the usual abbreviation ΚΑΡΚΙ was reworked into 
ΚΑΡΚΙΝΙ∆, which made the specimen a ‘new va-
riety of the type’. To squeeze an extraordinarily long 
inscription into the limited space of the flan, the 
engraver had to move left noticeably and thus to 
sacrifice the lower shanks of the horse. The graver 
traces are also clearly discernable around the tail of 
the animal, as well as at the head and raised hand 
of the rider. The lettering of inscriptions betrays the 
hand of a modern engraver too. An omikron in the 
magistrate’s name is markedly larger than that on 
all other pieces of the same name. Unnaturally nar-
row, elongated letters prove atypical both for coins 
of this particular group and fourth-century Greek 
paleography in general.

 8 In 1883, Burachkov’s entire collection, including 
this specimen, was sold to the State Historical Mu-
seum in Moscow. The present location of this par-
ticular coin is unknown.

Fig. 1. Kerkinitis, SNG Cop 1 (ex Seltman 1928). 1:1.

Fig. 2. Kerkinitis, Eupatoria hoard of 1917 (Eupatoria Museum, 

inv. no. 11287/2119). 1:1.

Fig. 3. Kerkinitis (formerly in Moscow; ex Burachkov Coll.). After 

a cast in the Winthertur Museum. 1:1.

65377_jorgen steen jensen_001-126_.indd   22 15-11-2007   14:09:00



‘Unique’ variety or counterfeit?

23

Like coins of many other localities of the northern 
Black Sea littoral, those of Kerkinitis were targeted by 
counterfeiters. All known forgeries of this Crimean 
mint, the overwhelming majority of which copy 
coins of the later series with the bearded Scythian 
seated on a rock, are high-quality casts.9 Some of 
them produced by an Euapatorian craftsman were 
described by Polydore Vacquier, the French consul 
in Sevastopol, in his letter from 1875 to K.F. Lev.10 
So, this seems to indicate that the majority of these 
imitations were created in the 1870s, or most likely 
a bit earlier, as suggested by the Berlin specimen 
purchased by Count Anton von Prokesch-Osten11 in 
Constantinople in 1867 and cast in the same mould 
as seven other pieces kept in Moscow, St. Petersburg 

 9 Of all the cast forgeries I was able to identify while 
working on the corpus, only two belong to the type 
with the Scythian rider, while 14 belong to the later 
series with the bearded Scythian seated on a rock.

 10 Vacquier 1875, 1-6; Most of the content of this 
document is repeated in Vacquier’s letter to Vladi-
mir Vassal published in 1881. See Vacquier 1881, 
125-137, especially pp. 128, 134-137.

 11 Count Anton von Prokesch-Osten (1795-1876), 
an Austrian ambassador in Constantinople 
(1855-1871), possessed a prominent collection of 
Greek coins, which was acquired by the Berlin Mu-
seum in 1875.

and Warsaw. The same conclusion is indirectly indi-
cated by the information supplied by A.L. Bertier de 
la Garde and E. von Stern, who, having noted the 
high quality of the Eupatorian forgeries, remark that 
their samples are not in circulation any longer.12

 It is evident, however, that the re-engraving of 
the Copenhagen coin could hardly have taken place 
in such an early period, it being much more likely 
to have occurred within the first two decades of 
the 20th century. By 1892, when A.V. Orešnikov 
published his thorough overview of the Kerkinitian 
coinage, the magistrate’s name HPONI remained 
unrecorded for the coin type under discussion.13 
Only in 1914 did he describe such a coin from the 
Grand Duke Alexander Michailovich’s collection, 
which was later obtained by the British Museum 
(SNG BM 694).14 Before that time, only one piece 
of the same type bearing the name HPONI seems 
to be known: a specimen from the Moscow collec-
tion of Theodore Prowe, auctioned by the brothers 
Egger in Vienna in 1904 (Egger 28.11. 1904 [Coll. 
Th. Prowe], 283). Five years later, in 1909, this same 

 12 Bertier de la Garde 1896, 41; Stern 1899, 190. Cf. 
also Buračkov 1884, 99.

 13 Orešnikov 1892, 3-14.
 14 Orešnikov 1914, 57, pl. 2.27. On the Grand Duke’s 

Collection and its fate, see Stolba 2005, 118-129, 
186-187.

Fig. 1a. Kerkinitis, SNG Cop 1; a close-up of the coin.

Fig. 4. Kerkinitis, SNG Cop 2 (ex Seltman 1928); a close-

up.
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specimen surfaced in the Hirsch catalogue (Hirsch 
25, 1909, lot no. 3, Taf. 1) as part of the Gustav 
Philipsen collection.
 Notably, the second coin of Kerkinitis acquired 
from Seltman in the same year (SNG Cop 2) has 
been retouched by a graver too, which may indicate 
a common source.

Abbreviations

EKM

Evpatorijskij Kraevedcheskij Muzej = Eupatoria Museum 
of Local Lore (Crimea, Ukraine)

FGrHist

Die Fragmente der griechischen Historiker

Hdt.

Herodotus: The Histories

SNG Cop.

Willy Schwabacher: Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum, The 
Royal Collections of Coins and Medals, Danish National 
Museum, vol. 6. Thrace Part I: The Tauric Chersonese – 
Thrace: Mesembria, Copenhagen 1942

Steph. Byz.

Stephanos Byzantios: Ethnika

Bibliography

Anochin 1988

V.A. Anochin, Monetnoe delo i denežnoe obraščenie 
Kerkinitidy (po materialam raskopok 1980-1982), 
in: V.A. Anochin (ed.), Antičnye drevnosti Severnogo 
Pričernomor’ja. Kiev 1988, 133-148.

Anochin 1989

V.A. Anochin, Monety antičnych gorodov Severo-Zapadnogo 
Pričernomor’ja. Kiev 1989.

Bertier de la Garde 1896

A.L. Bertier de la Garde, Poddelka grečeskich drevnostej 
na juge Rossii, Zapiski Odesskogo Obščestva istorii i 
drevnostej 19, 1896, 27-68.

Buračkov 1884

P.O. Buračkov, Obščij katalog monet, prinadležaščich el-
linskim kolonijam, suščestvovavšim v drevnosti na sever-
nom beregu Černogo morja, v predelach nynešnej Rossii. 
I. Odessa 1884.

Cahn 1957

H. Cahn, Charles Seltman [Obituary], Schweizer Münz-
blätter 7, 1957, 96.

Kutajsov 1986

V.A. Kutajsov, K numizmatike Kerkinitidy V v. do n.e., 
VDI 2, 1986, 94-97.

Kutajsov 1995

V.A. Kutajsov, Cast money and coins of Kerkinitis of the 
fifth century BC, Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to 
Siberia 2.1, 1995, 39-61.

Kutajsov 2004

V.A. Kutajsov, Kerkinitida v antičnuju epochu. Kiev 
2004.

Markevič 1900

A.I. Markevič, I.I. Kuris [1840-1898: Nekrolog], Za-
piski Odesskogo Obščestva istorii i drevnostej 22, 1900, 
79-81.

Orešnikov 1892

A.V. Orešnikov, Materialy po drevnej numizmatike 
Černomorskogo poberež’ja, Moskva 1892.

Orešnikov 1914

A.V. Orešnikov, Ekskursy v oblast’ drevnej numizma-
tiki černomorskogo poberež’ja, in: A.V. Orešnikov 
(ed.), Numizmatičeskij sbornik. Vol. 3. Moskva 1914, 
1-68.

Šonov 2000

I.V. Šonov, Monety Chersonesa Tavričeskogo. Katalog. Sim-
feropol’ 2000.

Stern 1899

E. von Stern, O poddelkach klassičeskich drevnostej na 
juge Rossii, in: Trudy 10 Archeologičeskogo s’ezda v Rige, 
1896. Vol. 1. Moskva 1899, 189-196.

Stolba 1990

V.F. Stolba, Monetnaja čekanka Kerkinitidy i nekotorye 
voprosy chersonessko-kerkinitidskich otnošenij v IV-
III vv. do n.e., in: Ju.G. Vinogradov (ed.), Drevnee 

65377_jorgen steen jensen_001-126_.indd   24 15-11-2007   14:09:01



‘Unique’ variety or counterfeit?

25

Pričernomor’e. Materialy I Vsesojuznych čtenij pamjati 
prof. P.O. Karyškovskogo. Odessa 1990, 141-155.

Stolba 1996

W.F. Stolba, Ein Münzfund aus Eupatoria von 1917 
und der Beginn der Prägung von Kerkinitis, in: W. 
Leschhorn, A.V.B. Miron & A. Miron (eds.), Hellas 
und der griechische Osten. Studien zur Geschichte und 
Numismatik der griechischen Welt. Festschrift für Peter 
Robert Franke zum 70. Geburtstag. Saarbrücken 1996, 
225-241.

Stolba 2005

V.F. Stolba, Russian Private Collections of Greek Coins 
from the Black Sea Region: the Case of Grand Duke 
Alexander Michailovich (1866-1933), in: J.S. Jensen 
& T.N. Smekalova (eds.), The Great Numismatic Col-
lections on the Baltic. From Coin Collections of the Sov-
ereigns to National Research Institutions. Materials of 
the Symposium in Znamenka, 21-25 October 2003. St. 
Petersburg 2005, 118-129, 186-187.

Vacquier 1875

P. Vacquier, Monnaies imitées de l’antique. Lettre à Mon-
sieur K.F. Lev, Archives of the Institute of Manuscripts, 
the Scientific Library of the Vernadsky University, Kiev, 
f. 5, d. 1126.

Vacquier 1881

P. Vacquier, Numismatique des Scythes et des Sarmates, 
Kerkinitis et Tannaïs. Paris 1881.

65377_jorgen steen jensen_001-126_.indd   25 15-11-2007   14:09:01


	SKMBT_C25209053001280.pdf
	stolba_an-old-acquisition_2007.pdf



