
Pink-footed Goose losing its neck 
collar. Photo: Dirk Raes 

Fig. 1. The effect of handling and ringing on the ab-
dominal profile index of Pink-footed Geese up to two 
weeks after capture. Effect is measured as the differ-

ence in abdominal profile index between newly ringed 
geese and geese ringed in previous years. 
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Reportings of neck collared geese by both profes-

sional and voluntary observers are important contribu-

tions to the ongoing task of unravelling the ecology of 

many goose species. As such, the incoming data to 

www.geese.org are used to answer questions on site 

use, migration and survival, and the ability to track the 

whereabouts and body condition of individual birds 

through time allow researchers to assess potential 

drivers of population change. This knowledge can be 

used to ensure proper management of the involved 

species and their preferred habitats, and bird watchers 

across Europe are therefore important contributors to 

the future conservation of geese in particular and natu-

ral landscapes in general. 

However, to fully exploit the power of neck collared 

birds, it is important to clarify both how often the neck 

collars are lost and also how they might affect the birds 

carrying them. Thanks to the many observers reporting 

rings and abdominal profiles of live and dead birds, two 

recent studies on Pink-footed Geese Anser brachyrhyn-

chus have been able to address these questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a recent volume of Bird Study Clausen et al. 

(2015) analysed the observation history and recovery 

data from shot and re-captured birds with metal rings, 

and found that the average annual retention rate of 

neck collars among Pink-footed Geese was 0.968, cor-

responding to an annual loss rate of 3.2%. This figure 

indicates that collar loss does occur on a regular basis, 

and that incorporating this effect when analysing e.g. 

survival is of utmost importance. 

 

 

 

In another study published in Journal of Ornitholo-

gy, Clausen and Madsen (2014) used the abdominal 

profile data from www.geese.org to investigate the 

effect of neckbands on body condition of marked 

geese. This analysis revealed that geese may experi-

ence a transitory decline in body condition just after 

capture and attachment of the neck collar, but also 

that there was no long-term effect on the condition of 

individual geese (Fig. 1). This indicates that the capture 

and handling of the geese may result in short-term 

impacts on the energetic state of affected individuals, 

but that the presence of neck collars does not affect 

condition of birds going forward. 

The ability to answer these questions, as well as the 

ongoing task of improving our knowledge of Pink-

footed Goose ecology, is completely reliant on commit-

ted observers reporting their sighting to 

www.geese.org, and we are extremely grateful for 

every contribution adding to the study of these birds. 
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