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For the country in general the climate during the growing season (September 2013–August 2014) was 
characterised by an autumn close to average (a surplus of precipitation and little sunshine) and average 
temperatures of 9.9oC. The first frost came in late September, which was rather early. The country was hit 
by a storm with record high wind speeds on 28 October. The dull weather continued during the winter, 
and the average temperature was 3.7°C, which was 3.2°C above normal and 1.8°C above the average of 
2001-10. 24 consecutive hours with frost occurred only 20 times during the winter 2013-14, which are 33 
times less than average. The precipitation was above normal in all the three months of December/Janu- 
ary/February. But the spring was dry with precipitation 4% below average. The temperature was 2.5°C 
above normal, and the spring was sunny, especially in March. The summer of 2014 was the eighth 
hottest summer since 1874 with a lot of sunshine. The precipitation was just above average (219 mm), but 
it was unevenly distributed across the country; hence the growing conditions differed from area to area. 
At Flakkebjerg the autumn and winter (September–February) were generally warm with average 
precipitation. There was only one night with frost in October and only a few frosty nights during Novem-
ber and December. The only period with frost and snow came in late January. The spring (March–May) 
was generally warm (2.5°C above normal) with a lot of sunshine. Hence the winter crops started growing 
very early. It was very dry in March and April, which to some extent affected the crops and the weed 
germination. The water balance was -22 in March and -40 in April; the normal is +3.9 and -27.6. The 
summer (June–August) was hot with temperatures above average, and the precipitation in June and 
July was far below average. Most of the trials were irrigated during the growing season. The harvesting 
started early and passed off easily and smoothly due to the dry weather. All cereal trials at Flakkebjerg 
were harvested by 1 August. The automatic weather station at Flakkebjerg is located 12 km from the 
West Zealand coast. The climate at Flakkebjerg is representative of the area in which most of our trials 
are situated. The normal climate is given as an average of thirty years (1973-2003).

Figures 1, 2, 3 show climate data from the climate station at Flakkebjerg. This station covers cropping 
conditions for most trials. The normal temperature is the average of data from 30 years (1973-2003).

Figure 4 shows the water balance for the months April to August. 
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Figure 1. Temperatures in the cropping season 2013/2014 Flakkebjerg.

Figure 2. Precipitation in the growing season 2014 – Flakkebjerg.
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Figure 3. Climate data from Research  Centre Flakkebjerg, growing season  2014.

Average temperature °C Average precipitation mm

2013/2014 Normal 1961-1990 2013/2014 Normal 1961-1990

September 12.9 12.7 62.4 73

October 10.9 9.1 65.6 76

November 5.9 4.7 61.5 79

December 4.8 1.6 53.5 66

January 1.4 0.0 56.3 57

February 3.7 0.0 46.4 38

March 5.7 2.1 16.7 46

April 8.7 5.7 26.1 41

May 11.8 10.8 46.7 48

June 14.9 14.3 22.2 55

July 20.7 15.6 33 66

August 15.7 15.7 118.7 67
September 12.7 73

Table 1. Overview of temperatures and precipitation in Denmark for the whole season 2013-2014.
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Figure 4. Drought index for the season 2014.


