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The recognition of climate change 
as a key global environmental 
problem has led to a large number of 
policy responses, worldwide. These 
responses culminate in the unprec-
edented global governance effort of 
the COP15 in Copenhagen. 
However, rapidly increasing emis-
sions seem to outpace policy 
responses, so far. The implementa-
tion of yet unknown, but surely 
drastic measures, worldwide, will 
be a key challenge for policymak-
ers in the future. Where do we 
stand today? And what is needed to 
support future worldwide imple-
mentation of successful policy 
approaches? These are the questions 
that are central to the side events 
organised by the Netherlands Envi-

ronmental Assessment Agency (PBL) at the COP15 in Copenhagen.
Under the flag of ‘Successful Climate Policies after Copenhagen’, we organise a 
whole set of diverse side events at various locations in Copenhagen: at the formal 
venues for UNFCCC side events, the EU pavilion and the ‘Holland Climate House’, 
we stage discussions and presentations, with topics that range from the latest 
news in climate science to adaptation in river deltas, and from the consequences 
on  countries’ actual emission reduction pledges to new approaches in govern-
ance. In addition, in the Holland Climate Pavilion, we exhibit recent work of the 
Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency (PBL). 
We invite you to attend our sessions, and would like to discuss with you what will 
be the conditions for successful climate policies after Copenhagen. We hope to 
see you in Copenhagen, and, if you plan to participate, please let us know!

Maarten Hajer,

Director Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency

Maarten Hajer  

is the director of 

the Netherlands 

Environmental 

Assessment Agency, 

as well as professor 

of Political Science 

and Public Policy 

at the University of 

Amsterdam.

He has published books and articles over a range of 

topics in fields, such as environmental politics and 

policy, architecture and urban planning, democracy 

and new forms of governance, including The Politics of 

Environmental Discourse – Ecological Modernization 

and the Policy Process (Oxford UP, 1995), In search of 

new public domain (NAi Publishers, 2001, co-authored 

by Arnold Reijndorp), and Deliberative Policy Analysis 

(Cambridge UP, 2003, edited together with Hendrik 

Wagenaar). His most recent book is Authoritative 

Governance – Policy Making in an Age of Mediatization 

(Oxford UP 2009). 
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Wednesday 9 December | EU pavilion | 15.30 – 17.30 hours

Emission reduction efforts by developed and developing countries:  Will they be ��

enough for meeting the two-degree target? 

Thursday 10 December | Holland Climate House | 10.00 – 11.30 hours

Bridging the gap: Assessing regional costs and benefits of adaptation��

Thursday 10 December | Holland Climate House | 14.30 – 16.30 hours

Adaptation policies: Coping with uncertainties��

Saturday 12 December | Holland Climate House | 10.00 – 11.00 hours 

What can we do when things get out of hand? Extreme mitigation and  ��

adaptation scenarios

Saturday 12 December | Holland Climate House | 13.15 – 14.30 hours

Meat – �� How far can governments go in influencing lifestyles?

Saturday 12 December | Holland Climate House | 14.45 – 16.15 hours 

Successful climate governance after Cop�� enhagen – Who are the agents of 

change?

Tuesday 15 December | EU pavilion | 10.30 – 12.30 hours 

The latest news in climate science: Are we prepared for the worst case?��

Thursday 17 December | Holland Climate House | 10:00 – 12.00 hours

Targets and reality: Can we close the gap?��

Thursday 17 December | Holland Climate House | 19.00 – 21.00 hours

Long term perspectives and scope of action for the case of extreme climate ��

change

All events are subject to change.  
Look for the latest version of our event list at www.pbl.nl/cop15

For participation in our events, we would appreciate
an email to mirjam.hartman@pbl.nl

PBL Events at COP15 in Copenhagen
  
‘Successful Climate Policies after Copenhagen’
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Emission reduction efforts by 
developed and developing countries:  
Will they be enough for meeting the 
tw0-degree target?

Wednesday 9 December EU pavilion
15.30 – 17.30 hours

Participants: Michel den Elzen, Jasper van Vliet
(Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency, PBL)

Are the developed countries’ current proposals for Copenhagen, including those 
by the United States, sufficient for reducing emissions to limit global warming to a 
temperature rise of 2˚ C? 
In this side event, the following questions will be answered: what emission 
reductions are needed, seen from a scientific viewpoint, what are the countries’ 
actual pledges, and what are the costs of mitigation for developed and developing 
countries?  We will discuss the influence of including/excluding REDD (the UN 
programme on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation 
in Developing Countries), banking hot air on carbon markets and CDM (Clean 
Development Mechanism) prospectives. In addition, we will examine the effects of 
early or delayed mitigation actions (US proposal) and the effects of the economic 
crisis. 

Dr Michel den Elzen��

Dr Michel den Elzen is Senior Climate Policy Analyst for 

the Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency 

(PBL). He holds a university degree in mathematics 

(1990) and a PhD (1994) in the modelling of global 

environmental change. He supports the Dutch 

delegation and the EU Commission with analyses 

and assessments in preparation for the climate 

negotiations. He developed the interactive decision 

support tool FAIR, used for assessing the environmental 

and mitigation cost implications of post-Kyoto regimes 

for differentiation of future commitments. He is also a 

consulting expert to the UNFCCC on climate attribution 

modelling, a contributing author to the IPCC Third and 

Fourth Assessment Reports, and conducts research 

on several climate policy issues. He is author of many 

scientific publications on integrated assessment 

modelling, analysis of post-2012 regimes, and the Kyoto 

Protocol and mitigation scenarios. 

Jasper van Vliet��

Drs. Jasper van Vliet is a junior climate policy analyst 

at the Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency 

(PBL). Graduated as an environmental scientist at 

Leiden University, the Netherlands in 2006, he holds 

expertise in integrated assessment modelling in the 

field of mitigation of climate change. His research 

is focused on topics such as mitigation strategies 

and scenarios, post-Kyoto participation, mitigation 

costs and burden sharing regimes, energy scenarios 

and emissions trading. As a modeller he assists in 

development and application of the interactive policy 

decision-support tool ‘FAIR’ and the global integrated 

energy model ‘TIMER’ both part of the IMAGE 

framework (Integrated Model to Assess the Global 

Environment).
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Bridging the gap: Assessing regional 
costs and benefits of adaptation

Thursday 10 December Holland Climate House
10.00 – 11.30 hours

Participants: Willem Ligtvoet
(Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency, PBL)

A large part of the global population live in deltas, and in much of the world, food 
production is dependent on fresh water availability, especially in developing countries. 
Climate change adds to already existing risks: global mean temperature and see levels 
are rising, extreme weather events are increasing, and precipitation patterns and 
river discharges are changing. How can vulnerable deltas be protected, and how can 
food production be maintained in vulnerable areas? These questions are not only of a 
technical nature, but are also economic: what are the costs and the advantages and 
disadvantages of the various solutions? The Netherlands Environmental Assessment 
Agency (PBL) researches this on national, European and global scales. On a global level, 
the research is specifically aimed at the possibilities of making developing countries less 
vulnerable to climate change.  

Drs. Willem Ligtvoet��

Drs. Willem Ligtvoet is Program 

Manager for the Netherlands 

Environmental Assessment Agency 

(PBL) in the Netherlands. He holds 

a university degree in biology 

(1983) and has a wide experience in 

integrated assessments and policy 

evaluations in the field of water, 

spatial planning and adaptation 

to climate change. In his career, 

working at the Netherlands Nature 

Conservation Institute, Leiden 

University, consulting engineer 

and PBL, he gained experience on a 

wide variety of subjects in various 

parts of the world, covering both 

the functioning of fresh-water and 

marine ecosystems in relation to 

human use. 
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Adaptation policies: Coping with 
uncertainties

Thursday 10 December Holland Climate House
14.30 – 16.30 hours

Participants: Willem Ligtvoet (Netherlands Environmental Assessment 
Agency, PBL), Jeroen van der Sluijs (Utrecht University).

It is increasingly recognised that adaptation to climate change has become unavoid-
able. Societies, organisations and individuals have been adapting to changing condi-
tions for centuries, but the advent of climate change brings new challenges. The 
rate of climate change itself and its possible impacts are surrounded by substantial 
uncertainties. Combined with uncertainties about economic and societal develop-
ments, adaptation to climate change requires that policy formulation deals with 
uncertainties. However, how do you decide what to do and when, and how do you 
value costs and benefits for the short 
and the long term? Jeroen van der Sluijs 
(Utrecht University) will present frame-
works for dealing with uncertainties in 
the decision-making process, and Willem 
Ligtvoet (Netherlands Environmental 
Assessment Agency, PBL) will present 
how the uncertainties are addressed in 
the Netherlands, by examining long-
term adaptation challenges.

Dr. Jeroen P. van der Sluijs��

Dr. Jeroen P. van der Sluijs is senior 

researcher and assistant professor at the 

division Science Technology and Society, 

Copernicus Institute for Sustainable 

Development and Innovation, Utrecht 

University the Netherlands and invited 

professor in Knowledge Quality Assessment 

at the Centre d’Economie et d’Ethique pour 

l’Environnement et le Développement, 

Université de Versailles Saint-Quentin-

en-Yvelines, France. He published more 

than 40 peer reviewed scientific journal 

articles and 20 scientific book chapters on 

global environmental risks, uncertainties 

in climate risk assessment and adaptation, 

multi-dimensional uncertainty methods, 

codes for good modelling practice, 

uncertainty communication and the 

precautionary principle.
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What can we do
when things get out of hand? 
Extreme mitigation and adaptation 
scenarios

Saturday 12 December Holland Climate House
10.00 – 11.00 hours

Participants: Jip Lenstra (ECN), Kenneth Oye (MIT), Leo Meyer (Netherlands 
Environmental Assessment Agency, PBL)

Recent climate scenarios seem to suggest that emissions may increase faster than 
foreseen, even in the most pessimistic IPCC scenarios. Unprecedented and very drastic 
measures might, therefore, be required to mitigate climate change. This session will 
outline several options for such policies and will go into more detail on one heavily con-
tested option; geoengineering.

Jip Lenstra ��

Jip Lenstra has worked for more 

than 20 years as head of several 

divisions at the Dutch Ministry of the 

Environment. As head of the Energy 

Department, he developed policies 

for energy efficiency, renewable 

energy and CO2 storage. He also 

headed the Climate Department 

and the Technology and Economy 

Department. Today, Jip Lenstra 

is programme manager at the 

Netherlands Energy research Centre 

(ECN). He is responsible for the 

Biomass & Sustainability Programme 

and for a number of environmental 

programmes. 

Kenneth A. Oye ��

Kenneth A. Oye is Associate Professor 

of Political Science at MIT. He 

served two terms as Director of 

the MIT Center for International 

Studies (1992-2000), and is now 

establishing a Political Economy and 

Technology Policy Program within 

the Center. He has served on the 

faculties of the Kennedy School at 

Harvard University, the University of 

California, Princeton University, and 

Swarthmore College. He received 

the 1998 MIT Graduate Student 

Council Outstanding Teaching Award 

in Social Sciences, Humanities and 

Arts for his research seminar in 

international relations, and the 2003 

MIT Technology and Policy Program 

Faculty Appreciation Award for his 

teaching and advising in science, 

technology and public policy.

Dr. Leo Meyer ��

Dr. Leo Meyer has a university 

education as a physical chemist 

(1976) and has worked for 15 years 

in the area of energy conservation 

and the development of energy 

technologies. In 1994, he became 

deputy head of the department 

of Climate Change at the Dutch 

Ministry of the Environment. He was 

Netherlands delegate to the UNFCCC 

(UN Climate Treaty) and to the IPCC 

Panel and Bureau. In 2003, he joined 

the Netherlands Environmental 

Assessment Agency (PBL) as head 

of the Technical Support Unit of 

Working Group III of IPCC (Climate 

Change Mitigation). Currently, he 

is programme manager for Climate 

and Energy at the (Netherlands 

Environmental Assessment Agency, 

PBL)
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Meat – How far can governments go in 
influencing lifestyles?

Saturday 12 December Holland Climate House
13.15 – 14.30 hours

Participants: Vandana Shiva (Research Foundation for Science, Technology 
and Natural Resource Policy), Henriette Prast (Tilburg University), Sjur Kasa 
(Cicero), Carolyn Steel (Hungry City). 
Chair: Maarten Hajer (Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency, PBL)

This session will discuss how far governments can go in influencing the lifestyles 
of people, based on the case study of meat. Current meat consumption patterns 
in industrialised countries are unsustainable from both a land use and a climate 
perspective. A substantial reduction in meat consumption, per person, in indus-
trialised countries, therefore, seems inevitable. In addition, developing countries 
should be prevented from following the same unsustainable pathway. But how far 
can governments go in influencing diets of individual people? What are appropriate 
instruments to be used? And what research is still needed to successfully reduce meat 
consumption?

Vandana Shiva��

Vandana Shiva, a world-renowned environmental 

thinker, activist, physicist, feminist, philosopher of 

science, writer and science policy advocate, is the 

Director of The Research Foundation for Science, 

Technology and Natural Resource Policy. She serves as 

an ecology advisor to several organisations, including 

the Third World Network and the Asia Pacific People’s 

Environment Network, and has fought for changes in 

the practice and paradigms of agriculture and food. 

In 1993, she was the recipient of the Right Livelihood 

Award, commonly known as the ‘Alternative Nobel 

Prize’.

Henriëtte Prast��

Henriëtte Prast is a member of the Dutch Scientific 

Council for Government Policy (WRR) and is Professor 

of Personal Financial Planning at Tilburg University, 

on a Rabobank chair. She is affiliated to Netspar. Since 

April 2000, she writes a weekly column on economics 

and psychology in the Dutch financial newspaper Het 

Financieele Dagblad, and she has a regular column 

on Emotionomics in Wilmott Magazine, John Wiley 

Publishers. Henriëtte Prast is a board member of De 

Baak Management Centrum VNO/NCW and of the 

Stichting De Gouden Ganzenveer.
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Sjur Kasa��

Sjur Kasa, PhD, of the Department of Sociology, University 

of Oslo, Norway, and Senior Research Fellow at CICERO 

(Center for International Climate and Environmental 

Research-Oslo), University of Oslo, Norway. He is working 

on issues related to land-use change in developing 

countries, as well as global agricultural and environmental 

history.

Carolyn Steel ��

Carolyn Steel is an architect, lecturer and writer, whose 

work has focused on everyday city life. She was the 

inaugural studio director of the Cities Programme at the 

London School of Economics, and has run successful design 

units at London Metropolitan University and Cambridge 

University, where her lecture series Food and the City is an 

established part of the architectural degree programme. 

She was a Rome Scholar in 1995-1996, researching the 

Mundane Order of the City. Her first book, Hungry City: How 

Food Shapes Our Lives, won the Royal Society of Literature 

Jerwood Award for non-fiction, and was one of the books 

of the year on BBC Radio 4’s The Food Programme.
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Successful climate governance after 
Copenhagen
Who are the agents of change? 

Saturday, 12 December Holland Climate House
14.45 – 16.15 hours 

Participants: John Dryzek(ANU), Frank Bierman(IvM), Richard Bradley(IEA), 
Norichika Kanie (Tokio Institute of Technology). Mikael Skou Andersen (Aarhus 
University). Chair: Maarten Hajer (Netherlands Environmental Assessment 
Agency, PBL)

So far, in many countries, mitigation and adaptation policies have been implemented. 
However, the degree of success of these policies varies. And if in Copenhagen further 
emission reductions are decided, new policies are needed that can realise these 
stricter targets. What are the conditions for success of such policies? Do we need com-
pletely new governance approaches, or are present policy instruments sufficient? And 
which actors can be the drivers of implementation of successful policies?  What help 
do governments need from other actors in society, such as business, civil society and 
non-governmental organisations?

John Dryzek��

John Dryzek is Professor of Political Science and Australian 

Research Council Federation Fellow, Research School 

of Social Sciences, Australian National University. He is 

a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia, 

former Head of the Departments of Political Science 

at the Universities of Oregon and Melbourne. His work 

in environmental politics ranges from green political 

philosophy to studies of environmental discourses and 

movements, and he has published three books in this area 

with Oxford University Press and Basil Blackwell.

Frank Biermann ��

Frank Biermann is professor and head of the Department 

of Environmental Policy Analysis at the Institute for 

Environmental Studies, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. He 

is also the general director of the Netherlands Research 

School for the Socio-economic and Natural Sciences of 

the Environment (SENSE) and chair of the Earth System 

Governance Project, a ten-year research effort under the 

International Human Dimensions Programme on Global 

Environmental Change. 
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Richard Bradley ��

Richard Bradley has been the Head of 

the Energy Efficiency and Environment 

Division at the International Energy 

Agency in Paris, since January 2004. 

The EED provides analytical support to 

the IEA Standing Group on Long Term 

Co-Operation and to the Annex I Experts 

Group on a range of climate change and 

energy efficiency policy issues. For many 

years, he represented the United States as 

a senior negotiator on multilateral energy 

and environment agreements. He is also 

a former Chair of the OECD/ IEA Annex I 

Experts Group. He has written a number 

of articles on climate change issues.

Norichika Kanie ��

Norichika Kanie is an Associate 

Professor in International Relations at 

the Department of Value and Decision 

Science, Graduate School of Decision 

Science and Technology, Tokyo Institute 

of Technology (TITech), Japan. Before 

joining TITech, he was an Associate 

Professor at the Faculty of Law and 

Policy Studies at the University of 

Kitakyushu. He received his PhD in 

Media and Governance from the Keio 

University in 2001, after studying in the 

United Kingdom and the Netherlands. 

He was also a PhD Fellow at UNU-IAS. His 

research interests include governance, 

global environmental and multilateral 

diplomacy.

Michael Skou Anderson ��

Michael Skou Anderson is Professor in 

Policy Analysis at Denmark’s National 

Environmental Research Institute (NERI), 

Aarhus University. He was a member of 

the Danish Ministry of Taxation’s Working 

Group on CO2 and, since 2005, has been a 

member of the European Commission’s 

High-Level Network of Environmental 

Economists. He is a Co-Director of the UK 

Energy Research Centre and Chairman 

of the National Industrial Symbiosis 

Programme (NISP), the United Kingdom’s 

most effective initiative at promoting 

resource efficiency in industry. 
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News in Climate Science since IPCC AR4
Are we prepared for the worst case?

Tuesday, 15 December EU pavilion
10.30 – 12.30 hours 

Participants: Leo Meyer (Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency, PBL)

In this session, we address the question: can policy-
makers, in 2009, still rely on the outcomes of IPCC’s 
Fourth Assessment Report from 2007? A selection of 
developments in the literature on the climate system, 
impacts and adaptation, and mitigation is presented, 
building on the Copenhagen Science meeting earlier 
this year. In addition, a report will be presented 
dealing with the question: If climate change really 
would occur faster than projected by IPCC (with low 
probability but with higher impacts), are effective 
'worst case' climate policies available to policymak-
ers? Should geo-engineering options be considered 
seriously?
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Targets and reality: Can we close the gap?

Thursday, 17 December Holland Climate House
10.00 – 12.00 hours 

Participants: Remko Ybema (ECN), Jip Lenstra (ECN), Michel den Elzen 
(Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency, PBL)

In this session, it will be discussed to what reduc-
tions the combined pledges of industrialised coun-
tries will lead. What will be the final emission levels 
associated with the combined emission reduction 
pledges of industrialised countries? What are these 
pledges worth? Are they in line with meeting the 
long-term 2 degree target. What are the abate-
ment costs? What is the impact of the economic 
crisis? Modelling studies presented by Michel den 
Elzen (PBL) and Markus Amann (IIASA, tbc) will 
answer the first question. Remko Ybema (ECN) 
and several other leading policy researchers from 
Japan, Canada and other industrialised countries 
will discuss pledges and what they are worth based 
on current developments. 

Remko Ybema��

Remko Ybema is unit manager of the unit Policy Studies of 

the Energy research Centre of the Netherlands ECN. His main 

areas of expertise are within the fields of evaluation of policy 

instruments, climate change policy and energy scenarios. 

He was strongly involved in the IPCC work for their Third 

Assessment Report. He has coordinated various scenario 

studies, including scenarios for the Netherlands, India and 

Western Europe.
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Long term perspectives and scope of action 
for the case of extreme climate change

Thursday 17 December Holland Climate House
19.00 – 21.00 hours

Participants: Rob Swart (WUR), Jip Lenstra (ECN), Leo Meyer  
(Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency, PBL)

In this session, we address the question: can policymakers, in 2009, still rely on the outcomes of 
IPCC’s Fourth Assessment Report from 2007? A selection of developments in the literature on the 
climate system, impacts and adaptation, and mitigation is presented, building on the Copenhagen 
Science meeting earlier this year. In addition, a report will be presented dealing with the question: If 
climate change really would occur faster than projected by IPCC (with low probability but with higher 
impacts), are effective ‘worst case’ climate policies available to policymakers? Should geo-engineering 
options be considered seriously?
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2009

December  Meeting the two degree target – From climate target to emission reduction measures

December  Too hot to handle? The Russia emission surplus in the Copenhagen negotiations.

December  Sharing Developed Countries Greenhouse Gas emission Reductions post 2012

October Pledges and actions – A scenario analysis of mitigation costs and carbon market impacts 
for developed and developing countries

August Uncertainty in the Netherlands’ greenhouse gas emissions inventory Estimation of the 
uncertainty about annual data and trend scenarios, using the IPCC Tier 1 approach

July  Balancing the carbon market – Analysing the international carbon market and abatement 
costs in 2020 for low-concentration targets: policy choices and uncertainties

July  Balancing the carbon market: carbon market impacts of developing country  
emission reduction targets

July  Balancing the carbon market: overview of carbon price estimates

July  CO2 emission reduction in transport – Confronting medium-term and long-term options 
for achieving climate targets in the Netherlands

June  Can biofuels be sustainable by 2020?

May  Financing adaptation in developing countries

May  Oil prices and climate change mitigation

February Climate benefits of changing diet 

February  Electric driving – Evaluating transitions based on system options

February  Assessment of the relation between climate and nitrogen related policy for the Dutch 
situation

February  Co-benefits of climate policy

February  Exploring comparable post-2012 reduction efforts for Annex I countries

Recent publications by the Netherlands 
Environmental assessment Agency
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The Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency 

(PBL) is the national institute for strategic policy 

analysis in the field of environment, nature and spatial 

planning. 

We contribute to improving the quality of political and 

administrative decision-making by conducting outlook 

studies, analyses and evaluations in which an integra-

ted approach is considered paramount. Policy relevance 

is the prime concern in all our studies. We conduct 

solicited and unsolicited research that is both indepen-

dent and always scientifically sound.

Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency (PBL)

The Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency 

(PBL) is located in The Hague and Bilthoven. 

location The Hague

PO Box 30314 

2500 GH The Hague 

The Netherlands

Tel +31 70 328 87 00 

Fax +31 70 328 87 99

location Bilthoven

PO Box 303 

3720 AH Bilthoven 

The Netherlands

Phone: +31 (0) 30 274 274 5 

Fax: +31 (0) 30 274 44 7

Website: www.pbl.nl

E-mail:  info@pbl.nl 

Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency, december 2009


