
 

HALIKARNASSOS 

Hellenistic and Roman Halikarnassos was 

dominated by the Maussollaean buildings; pal-

ace, Mars Sanctuary and Maussolleion (Vitr. 

De arch. 2.8.10-13) – the latter celebrating 

Maussollos as a hero buried at the agora. 
 

 Later heroes and benefactors are also known. 

In early Roman times, the Drakon family ap-

pears in several inscriptions, and their contribu-

tions to the city earned them different honours; 
 

 An inscription found near the Maussolleion 

honours Melanthios, son of Drakon. Another  

honours Philodemos, son of Drakon, who was 

to receive three statues made of different mate-

rials – bronze, marble and gold. It is specified 

that the statue made of marble was to be set up 

in and share (synnaos) the sanctuary of Apollo 

Archegetes. 
 

 The NEW HEROES of the Drakon family 

were thus honoured with statues, one in a 

SANCTUARY, and inscriptions, one near an 

older hero’s tomb, the MAUSSOLLEION. 

 

He could also be seen among deities, athletes 

and members of the Vedius family in the 

Vedius Gymnasium. Being benefactors of the 

city, Publius Vedius Antoninus (Vedius III), 

his father, grandfather and son were presuma-

bly all honoured as ktistai (founders). Employ-

ing Androklos in the sculptural programme 

created a link between them and the mythical 

founder. Placing the gymnasium in the Kores-

sos district also recalls the founding Ionians 

who settled on the slopes of Mt. Koressos.  

Androklos was associated with gymnasiums in 

other contexts. An inscription mentions a fes-

tive day in honour of Androklos, on which the 

gymnasiums were given oil from a paraphylax. 

The Vedii were also honoured with several 

statues and inscriptions on the agora. 
 

 Androklos, MYTHICAL FOUNDER, was wor-

shipped along the SACRED STREET in FOUN-

TAINS and GYMNASIUMS. The Vedii, NEW 

FOUNDERS, were displayed in the GYMNA-

SIUM and in the AGORA. 

Fig. 1: Androklos 

from the Vedius 

Gymnasium. Perhaps 

with the portrait of 

Vedius III’s son, and 

perhaps symbolising 

the Ephesian people. 

 

Izmir Archaeological 

Museum. 

 

EPHESOS 

Androklos, leading the migrating Ionians, 

founded Ephesos (Ath. 8.361; Paus. 7.2.8-9; 

Strabo 14.1.3; 14.1.21). From the late Hellenis-

tic period and into Late Antiquity he was pre-

sent in the cityscape, especially along the sacred 

street where he could be seen decorating several 

fountains and the so-called temple of Hadrian. 

Inscriptions on statue bases furthermore evi-

dence his presence near the street. 

 

Another important figure in Magnesia was the 

Athenian statesman Themistokles who, ac-

cording to different written sources, received a 

monument or a tomb in the agora of the city. 

Both Thucydides (1.138) and Plutarch (Vit. 

Them. 32.3) mention a monument/tomb for 

him in the agora, but they write respectively 

before and after the city was moved in 399 BC 

(Diod. Sic. 14.36). Was Themistokles’ tomb 

perhaps repositioned, when the city was 

moved? Regardless of this, Themistokles was 

remembered in Roman Magnesia, where his 

statues presumably could be seen on the agora 

(Nep. Them. 10.3). 
 

 The MYTHICAL FOUNDER Leukippos and 

the HISTORICAL HERO Themistokles (both ac-

tive in old Magnesia) were recollected in the 

AGORA of new Magnesia. 

Fig. 3: Block inscribed with two honorary decrees for Apollonios. The bronze statue 

and the heroon are also mentioned in the decrees. 

 

METROPOLIS 
No mythical founder was responsible for Me-

tropolis, but in the Roman city important citi-

zens were praised, i.a., in the stoa presumably 

functioning as a hall of commemoration. One 

citizen, Apollonios, was honoured with two de-

crees as well as a bronze statue erected in the ag-

ora and a heroon by the city gate. 
 

 NEW HEROES were commemorated in the 

STOA, at the AGORA and by the CITY GATE. 

Fig. 2: The agora and the Artemision in Magnesia in the late Hellenistic and early im-

perial period. 

 

MAGNESIA (MAIANDROS) 

Magnesia was founded by Leukippos who led 

Thessalians to Asia Minor (e.g. I.Magnesia 17; 

Parth. Amat. narr. 5). No sculptural pieces have 

been recognised as this founding hero, but in 

Roman Magnesia he could be encountered in 

the agora, where a late 3rd century BC inscrip-

tion chiselled into the wall of the western stoa 

informed about his deeds. 

 

Mythical Historical 

Founders 

Other mythical  

figures 

Other personages 

from the past (old) 

  

Personages in the  
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The heroes of the cities, whether they 

be old or new, mythical or historical, 

were memorialised in the cityscapes 

employing similar strategies of mani-

festation within the same topographi-

cal contexts. 
 

FAVOURED LOCATIONS 

The recollection of the past and the anticipa-

tions of the future helped shape the identity of 

each city, and in this interplay, the heroes were 

significant. They founded, ruled, fought for and 

gained prestige for their cities, thus being heroes 

of the past as well as for the future. Therefore, 

these different types of heroes received promi-

nent places in the cityscapes. 
 

 From the presented case studies it is evident 

that agoras and gymnasiums were favoured lo-

cations for commemorating both old and new 

heroes in late Hellenistic and Roman Asia. 

These were also locations utilised to honour he-

roes in the remote Classical past. Other con-

texts were naturally also employed; the sacred 

sphere, fountains and city gates. 
 

TYPES OF HEROES 
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PRIENE 
In early Roman Priene initia-

tives were made to honour de-

serving citizens. An Augustan 

tomb (heoon) behind the up-

per gymnasium presumably 

provided Zosimos Aulos Ae-

milius with a final resting 

place near the gymnasium he 

had helped create. 

Fig. 5: The Augustan tomb (drawing from Wiegand & Schrader 1904. Priene, Berlin). 

 

Also, he was honoured with three decrees dis-

played in the Sacred Stoa of the agora. The ag-

ora also became the venue for small honorary 

monuments erected during the Hellenistic and 

Roman period; rulers, citizens and often more 

members of a family were honoured here – 

sometimes with statues. 
 

 The NEW HEROES of Priene were hon-

oured in the AGORA and one received a 

HEROON by the GYMNASIUM. 

Fig. 4: The inscription mentio-

ning Philodemos and his 

deeds. Other members of a 

board (strategoi?) are also ho-

noured. 

 

British Museum 893 (photo by 

BM). 
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