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Literature Review 
Traditionally, Danish salons are considered as off-

springs from either the German or the French sa-

lon cultures. French salons have been described as 

both political and artistic spheres of  influence, 

whereas German salons are normally percepted as 

more literary and less political than their French 

counterparts. A continental phenonmenon, the sa-

lons are mostly replaced by club and society cul-

ture studies in the UK. Danish salons have hither-

to been seen as germanophone and literary, whe-

reas their political aspects are yet to be explored. 

The poet, the salonnière and the politician: Jens Baggesen 

(left), Charlotte and Ernst Schimmelmann.  

Painting by Hans Jørgen Hammer, ca. 1870,  Danish National 

Historical Museum, Frederiksborg Castle. 

Reading Goethe and discussing the Revolution: 
the salon of Charlotte Schimmelmann 1784-1816 
Kristine Vestergaard Nielsen, PhD student, 

Department of Culture and Society, Section for History, Aarhus University 

Charlotte Magdalene 

Schimmelmann is one 

of  Denmark’s most 

famous 18th Century 

salonnières. A Maecenas 

of  the Arts, she was also the wife 

of  the country’s richest merchant, 

the Finance Minister Ernst 

Schimmelmann. 

Research questions 
The aim of  this project is to examine the political 

implications of  the Schimmelmann salon in com-

parison to that of  two other merchants’ wives, Fri-

ederike Brun and Marie de Coninck. 

 

The following questions will be examined in the 

case of  each salon: 

 

• What were the material and spatial dimensions 

in the salon like? What did the invites eat and 

drink, how were the rooms decorated? 

 

• Who were the invites? Are there any indications 

of  political networks between these characters? 

 

• What was the salonnières perception of  her 

own political influence? 

 

• What were the salonnière’s and her invites’ opti-

ons for influencing the politics of  their day? 

 

• What were the political implications of  the 

Schimmelmann salon in comparison with the 

salons of  Mrs. De Coninck and Brun? 

Methodology 
Salons are one of  the key elements in the German 

sociologist Jürgen Habermas’ work on the deve-

lopment of  the public sphere in Europe. The pro-

ject seeks to establish how this theoretical deve-

lopment was played out in real life Danish politics. 

However, mixing musical history, literary analysis 

and ethnographic approaches, the project mainly 

draws on the sociological theories of  Pierre Bour-

dieu. Bourdiu’s notions of  habitus, capital and his 

mapping of  professional fields and the influence 

of  personal relations on the powerplay amongst 

its participants will be used as tools for analyzing 

the networks that were formed in the salon. 

Sources 
• Rigsarkivet: Ernst Schimmelmann Archives 

• Reventlow Family Archives, Brahe-Trolleborg/ 

Pederstrup 

• Archives du Ministère des Affaires étrangères, 

Paris, France 

• Published source material, newspapers and 

paintings. 

”Athalie”, a 1690s 

opera by  the 

French play wright 

Racine, was sent to 

the  Danish crown 

princess, Louise 

Augusta, in 1787 

by the Prussian 

prince; his daugh-

ter and the Danish 

prince Frederik 

were negotiating 

marriage. ”Athalie” 

played three times 

in the Schimmel-

mann salon. From 

the Danish 

Royal Library. 
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