
The Itinerant Craftsman in Bronze Age Europe 
craftsman exchange as a tool to strenghten alliances 

Mobility in Bronze Age craftsmanship 
between idea transfer and the mobility of people 

A workshop is subject to 
different influences like those 

of society, other workshops 
and particularly those of 

customers. 

The produced  
goods can go  
directly to the  
customer. They can  
also be produced for the 
market as trade goods, 
as gifts or exchange 
objects. 

The action of the  
individual regarding  

mobility is of great interest 
for the organisation of crafts-

manship during the Middle 
Bronze Age. 

Individual craftsman and their means of identification 

Overlapping impressions can 
reveal the working direction 
and the craftsman-specific 
operational sequence. 

Multiple percussion tracks are 
indicated by multiple points of 
light on bulges suggesting that 
there were up to three strikes 
necessary to give the boss the 
desired depth. 

Deeper impressions on one 
side point  to the impact 
direction or the direction of 
insertion of the decorative 
element.  

Skill and knowledge is visible 
in restricted smithing activity, 
punctual recristalisation and a 
specific knowledge of the 
material properties   

Given individual traces, the 
identification of workshops is 
possible and, in a broader  
sense, the identification  
of the kind of mobility  
that is connected  
to the objects in  
question.  

Itinerant craftsman ...                         possible structures in Bronze Age Europe 

Based on written sources (Mari archive) 
originating in the Near East in 1000 BC, an 
exchange of specialists might be also possible in 
the society of the Nordic Bronze Age.  
An exchange on a prestige good level might have 
been of great importance and could have created 
a connection between social groups with the help 
of similar personal ornaments. 

Zaccagnini’s ( 1983) 
“reciprocative mobility 
pattern” transferred to the 
Nordic Bronze Age: 
Inequal Exchange Model  

Zaccagnini’s ( 1983) 
“reciprocative mobility 
pattern” transferred to 
the Nordic Bronze Age: 
Equal Exchange Model  

Traces of itinerant craftsman in material culture 

There are several motivations that can lead to an 
exchange of highly specialised craftsman who are 
attached to elites.  
• lack of qualified craftsman 
• achievement of similar status symbols (i.e.    
   ornaments) 
• sharing technologies with alliance partners 
• gifts, barter goods or exchange duties 

“The combination of single ornamental detail is unique and can 
be used to define a special local area” (Rønne 1989, Aner 1962) 

Ornamental details reveal the different interests of diverse 
communities and the dissemination of their style as an area 
of influence.  
Individual markers of handicraft  together with regional 
ornamentation can prove the mobility of a craftsman.  
The adaption of style can indicate a direct exchange of ideas 
by teaching.  

Dissemination of Krasmose type neck collars 
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Similar objects – temporal distance –  
additional local elements 

Vorup 
NM 6622 

Jomfrugård 
NM B13259 

possible itinerants 

When talking about craftsmanship one must always address idea transfer and the different  
aspects of mobility. Products as well as the individuals can be mobile. 
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