
Introductory conference (out of a series of 12) foucsing on  
“Europeanization and Globalization” - a cross-border cooperation between 
Roskilde University and Malmö University. The conference is organized by History, 
Department of Culture and Identity (CUID), Roskilde University. The aim of the 
conference is also to involve and engage the students intellectually.

Conference organizer: Professor Hans-Åke Persson, Department of Culture and 
Identity, Roskilde University and Project manager Marie Brobeck, 
Roskilde University and Malmö University.

Where? Roskilde University, building 46 auditorium
When? March 16, 13.00 – 15.30

Panel participants:
Prof. Bo Stråth, University of Helsinki
Prof. Uffe Östergård, Copenhagen Business School
Assoc Prof. Hagen Schulz-Forberg, Århus University
Assoc Prof. Bo Isenberg, Lund University
Assoc Prof. Michael Kluth, Roskilde University
Prof. Hans-Åke Persson, Roskilde Universitet, Chair.

Background
“Schulz-Forberg and Stråth argue for a new historical 
underpinning of the European integration project attuning to 
the fragility and openness of this process, which too often is seen as a progressive movement towards some 
kind of a pre-determined goal. The Maastricht Treaty in 1992 was based on neoliberal ideas of a market-
driven European economy and democracy, and continues to be seen as a step towards a new stage of 
unification: towards a more federal Europe based on market integration.
 
The authors demonstrate that European integration as a federal project actually came to an end around 
1970. The European Economic Community (EEC) - the precursor of EU - was never thought of as a democ-
racy. The authors locate a shift in thinking in this respect in the 1980’s when the idea of a European democ-
racy was connected with a plan for the internal market: the market would pave the way for democracy. Since 
then, there has been a growing tension between the official line about a democratic EU, and the institutional 
capacity to carry through, and this has undermined integration. The book suggests that instead of democracy 
through market, there are signs of increasing social disintegration, political extremism and populism in the 
wake of economic integration”.

What is wrong with 
the history of Europe?

 

Introduction and presentation of
 The political history of European integration –
 the hypocrisy of democracy-through-market.

Bo Stråth and Hagen Schulz-Forberg
10 minutes of introduction

Discussants have 20 minutes each.  
Every session ends with the authors delivering 
comments for ten minutes.

Uffe Östergård
Bo Isenberg
Michael Kluth

14.30  5-minute break
15.00  The floor is open

 


