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We have invited four scholars who, in different ways and within different fields, have engaged in under-
standing sound, silence, voice and noise. Through this particular attention they have focused on the pos-
sibilities of producing data, analysing data, and not least thinking with and through this particular atten-
tion. These contributions include refined methodological thinking, conceptual work, empirical attention, 
and thorough analysis.

We would like to share their insights with you and therefore invite you to a one-day seminar of inspi-
ration. It includes the possibilities of listening, laughing, and engaging in open dialogue. There are no 
demands they the participants should engage in a particular thinking or confess to an interest in sounds. 
Curiosity and willingness to listen are the only prerequisites. Registration at webshop.dpu.dk/Les-
Back2010  is mandatory (but free of charge) as there are a limited number of seats. 

9-9:15 introduction and welcome: Kirsten Fink-Jensen and Jette Kofoed, Department of 
Learning, DPU, University of Aarhus

9.15-12 Professor Les Back, Goldsmiths College, University of London
 Voice/ Sound Image
This lecture’s starting point is that part of the opportunity of ‘thinking through sound’ offers us is an opportunity to 
widen our attentiveness to life.  How do we listen?  What are we listening to and for?  A voice, a noise, a scream a 
whisper, that which is in the foreground or the background?  All of these things become admissible once we start to 
think through the sonic or the auditory.  Equally, what vantage points do we train this attention from?  It will be ar-
gued that there is a modest honesty and something appealingly productive about imagining our craft as a compound 
of attentiveness and vantage point.  Not the omniscient arrogance of claiming to know the whole story but precise 
wisdom situated in time and place.  The implication here is that the scholarly disposition entails honing and training 
new modes of listening and imagining.    The third element here, that is what tools do we or should we use for this 
task.  What devices are required to record what Paul Stoller calls sensuous modes of scholarship?  The lecture will 
explore this through a range of examples drawn for the investigation of city life in London. 

Les Back workshop: What’s happening to the Craft of Research?
Are our established quantitative and qualitative techniques for measuring and understanding social life adequate to 
the qualities of the social in the 21sy century?  Do the distributed, emergent and tacit aspects of social experience 
allude standard modes of‘data capture.’  How should we access that which is not tangible, invisible or muted?  It will 
be suggested that not only do we as social researchers need to re-think the modes of attentiveness that we train 
but also perhaps develop new devices which help us re-design the nature of observation, analysis and innovate new 
forms and modes of writing.  There seems to be unprecedented opportunity to re-think the nature of re-search 
practice and form and yet under the weight of academic modes of auditing and regulation the Univeristy (in the UK 
at least) is dominated by intellectual conservatism and timidity.    The workshop will explore issues of academic craft 
and method but also the ethical, institutional and political context in which we are operating as researchers.   

ThInKInG ThRoUGh 
SoUnD

march 9, 2010 9am-3.30 pm



12-13 lunch

13- 13:10 Associate professor Ida Winther, Department of Education, DPU, University of 
Aarhus: The sound of the Mobile Phones 
The mobile phone (mobile media) is a visible and acoustic object, whether it is in the hand, talked into, used for 
txting, music, or it goes off in a location, where other things are going on. In my short presentation I will talk about 
how my ethnographic based fieldwork in a youth club in Denmark focusing on the object mobile phones was over-
whelmed by all the sounds. The sound level is high, and sounds from mobile phones become central parts of the 
soundscape (Schafer). 
I will also talk about how a focus on sounds changed my analysis and took me deeper into material and sensorial 
anthropology (Bull, MacDougall, Miller).   

13:10-13:20 focused comments and discussion

13:20-13:30 Pia Lundberg, Assistant Professor, Department of Didactics, DPU, University 
of Aarhus: Sound science. Sounding worlds apart
The paper presents my quest into the exploring of the art of listening in different types of soundscapes. 
How did sufficient scientific methodological tools evolve - - from the work of the pioneering scientists exploring 
sound? Before my own anthropological venture into the study of sound in the 1990’s, naturally I ‘eavesdropped’ into 
the literature of the profound attempts of the pioneers of the scientific explorers of sound. The historical endeavour 
helped me refine and qualify the methods of fieldwork into the sensorial – and not least in the culturally variety of 
sensorial perception and praxis – to access empirical material from the sub- jungles of Sierra Leone, and the paramili-
tary fields of Northern Ireland/Six Counties – to the sensorial communities of inter-subjective understandings amon-
gst blind persons in Denmark .

13:30-13:40 focused comments and discussion

13:40-13:50 Associate Professor Dorthe Staunæs, Department of Learning, DPU, Univer-
sity of Aarhus: The sound-track of psy-leadership
In the 1990’s, a former special force soldier offered leadership courses, where the participants where supposed to 
take care of and feeding rabbits in the beginning of a course and then killing and eating them afterwards. The courses 
were known as rabbit killer courses and the objective was to learn the executive practices of good leadership. Today, 
interactions with other animal species seem to promise an alternative place for learning the art of leadership. Horses 
are today staged as another kind of companion species (Haraway), as a four-leg employee in educational programs 
for leaders. The use of new companion species point to a shift in discourses on good leadership and the move to-
wards what could be named psy-leadership (Staunæs, Juelskjær& Knudsen).The horses invite fantasies of wilderness 
into the learning arena and are used as a non-human radar of emotional and bodily sensitivity while promising to 
train the capacities of listening. The spoken language is suspended while sounds, rhythms and bodily connectedness 
are exaggerated. Good leadership in this sense becomes a way of learning to “open up your self” and learning to be 
affected by listening to the sound, the noises and silences of those you are supposed to manage. 
 
13:50-14 focused comments and discussion

14-14:15 short break

14:15-15.30 Joint listening and discussion based on all presentations and impressions of 
the day/ Kirsten Fink-Jensen & Jette Kofoed
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