
 

Summer School : Governance at the Edge of the State  

5-7 September 2022 Ghent University 

 

Description 

The Governance in Conflict Network and the Conflict Research Group at Ghent University, 
together with the Department of Sociology and Human Geography of the University of Oslo, 
the Department of Human Geography of Lund University, Department of Geography at the 
University of Zürich, the Department of Food and Resource Economics at the University of 
Copenhagen, Department of History and Cultures, University of Bologna, Aarhus University, 
School of Culture and Society, and University of Basel, Department of Social Sciences organize 
a three-day PhD course at Ghent University on 5-7 September 2022 with the title Governance 
at the ‘edge’ of the state: ruptures, unruliness and temporality.  

 
This course is the sixth in a series that explore multiple forms of governance at the edge of 
the state. It discusses what it means to be at ‘the ‘edge’ of the state by exploring the 
unruliness of these spaces and imaginaries. Unruliness manifests as competition for authority 
from a multitude of actors, ruptures in people’s everyday livelihoods, political orders and 
resource commodification regimes, and reconfigurations of interconnnected power 
assemblages across time and space. These ruptures and conflicts are important openings 
wherein assertions over the symbolic and material basis of governing are struggled over and 
redefined. The course will also focus on methodological, epistemological and ethical 
challenges of doing research in and on spaces at the edge of the state. 

This course aims to bring together PhD and postdoctoral students from the social sciences 
and humanities with some of the key voices in the debate on the governance at the edge of 
the state. Through a series of lectures, panel discussions as well as an in-depth mentoring of 
student’s research papers, the course provides a key opportunity not only for students to 
present and discuss their work with senior researchers, but also to further the debate in this 
exiting and dynamic field of research.  

Programme  

There will be daily lectures by senior experts and parallel working group sessions with in-
depth discussions of the participants’ research papers. A detailed program will be 
communicated after approval of your application.  

Tutors (alphabetical order)  

• Associated Senior Lecturer Muriel Côte, Lund University  
• Senior Scientist Dr. Asebe Regassa Debelo, University of Zürich 
• Associate Professor Michael Eilenberg, Aarhus University  
• Professor Benedikt Korf, University of Zürich 



• Professor Christian Lund, University of Copenhagen  
• Professor Andrea Nightingale, University of Oslo  
• Senior Assistant Professor Timothy Raeymaekers, University of Bologna 
• Associate Professor Mattias Rasmussen, University of Copenhagen 
• Dr. Rony Emmenegger, University of Basel 
• Dr. Tomas Van Acker, University of Ghent 
• Professor Koen Vlassenroot, University of Ghent  

 
Eligibility 
 
The course will be open to 30 participants who are part of one of the organization institutes. 
We invite applications by PhD students from the social sciences and humanities whose 
research project is in line with the thematic scope of the course. Priority will be given to 
students who have concluded substantial fieldwork. 
 
How to apply  
 
Candidates can apply by sending both a 1 page CV and a 1000 words outline of the research 
paper they want to discuss at the course. This outline should specify how their PhD project 
relates to the overall theme of this course and give clear indications on the theoretical and 
methodological approach adopted. Applications should be sent to our summer school 
manager at m.t.yiu@sosgeo.uio.no  no later than 20 June 2022.  
 
The participant’s fee is 400 euro per person. Accommodation, lunch and dinner on all days 
will be provided as part of the fee. Participants will have to cover their own transport. 
 
Working language: English. ECTS points for participation: 6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

     


