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Oh no! One more book about Darwin, you obviously think–I 
did:—I know everything about that guy! But trust me, even 
hard-core scholars will find new and surprising information 
in this small, big book. It is a true biography–lots about 
Darwin’s science, the contemporary scientific community, 
his friends and family; I got lost in all the details about mar-
riages and kids. The anecdotes we love are here, e.g. the one 
with the three beetles. The details about the usual squabbles 
from competing colleagues, the exact amount of time being 
sea-sick on Beagle, how he saved the remains of the Rhea 
pennata (Darwin’s Rhea) from the dining table, his morning 
and afternoon Sandwalk rounds, the polite, but lukewarm, 
half-hearted support from his circle of scientist friends, his 
successes, blunders, and mistakes—small and large, almost 
everything is here. Even the evangelist Cotton gets her page; 
she was the one who claimed that Darwin, in his last days, 
turned toward Christianity–the author correctly labels this 
as fake news. The book even extends beyond Darwin by 

including social Darwinism, the importance of mutation, 
and the New Synthesis. One also gets a lot of wonderful 
nerdy details about Darwin, among others that his father 
must have had a Body Mass Index of 42 (my calculation 
from data of height and weight in the book)– impressive! 
Charles called his father “the largest man I ever knew”. It 
must be both easy and difficult to write a book about Darwin. 
I read it because I was asked to by this journal, but after the 
job was done I realized how much I enjoyed it. The book 
is a fast read because it is very well-written, crystal clear 
style, and with a rich buffet of new interesting angles of 
insight about the scientist, we all know–I mean, we all think 
we know. Thus, J. D. Archibald has done an excellent job. 
I recommend the book to Darwin aficionados, aficionadas, 
students, scientists and Darwin scholars, i.e. to everyone 
interested in evolutionary biology and one hundred years of 
science history–and who is not.
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