
AI Text Generators and Their Relevance for 

Lexicography 

 

In certain contexts, dictionaries for text production give extensively way to AI text generators, which 

are on the rise (Zandan 2020), and they are already bringing about dramatic changes in how 

companies and communicators write texts and generate content for websites and social media. The 

future of lexicography is being formed, and AI text generators show exponential growth in both 

numbers and output quality. Therefore, we need to understand how communicators use AI text 

generators and what they experience when producing texts with AI text generators. To learn how and 

what communicators experience, a study was carried out from January 2021 to March 2021. The 

study investigated the potential of a selected AI text generator and analysed how communication 

professionals and communication students in 2021 used and experienced the AI text generator in 

question and how they reflected upon it in the process. 

 

The article draws on empirical data from a descriptive-analytical study involving a total of 70 test 

subjects. The population comprised 115 test persons who received an e-mail encouraging the receiver 

to participate in the test of a selected AI text generator and participate in an online questionnaire 

reflecting on how they used it and what they experienced. From the sample of 115, 70 test subjects 

participated in the study. First, the test subjects were asked to test a specific AI text generator and 

conduct three prompting operations with the same linguistic content. Second, having tested the AI 

text generator, the test subjects were asked to participate in an online questionnaire, consisting of ten 

questions focusing on how they experienced working with the AI text generator and what the reflected 

in the process. 

 

The data were analysed using Lexicographic Meaning Construction Processes (LMCPs) theory 

(Leroyer & Simonsen 2020). The analysis revealed a number of interesting reflections of particular 

relevance for lexicography dealing with text production. In terms of user-actor and system LMCPs, 

a large number of reflections made by the test subjects bring evidence to how a majority of the test 

subjects found it easy to use AI text generators when producing texts. However, in terms of needs 

and data LMCPs, the reflections bring evidence that the test subjects were not impressed with the 

quality of the AI-generated text output. Consequently, they had to perform several editing operations 

to improve the quality of the text. 

 

In the light of these findings, the article presents a lexicographically-based editing framework, which 

may be used when humans work with AI text generators. The findings can also be used in connection 

with the design of dictionaries for text production (Fuertes-Olivera 2018) and of electronic 

dictionaries (Dziwemianko 2018). 

 



Keywords: AI text generator, lexicography for text production, lexicographic meaning construction 

processes, artificial intelligence 

 

Colson, Eric (2019). What AI-Driven Decision Making Looks Like. <https://hbr.org/2019/07/what-ai-

driven-decision-making-looks-like> (March 2021). 

Dziemanko, Anna. (2018). Electronic Dictionaries. In Pedro A. Fuertes Olivera (Ed.), The Routledge 

Handbook of Lexicography. London and New York: Routledge, 663-683. 

Fuertes-Olivera, Pedro A. (2018). Dictionaries for text production. In Pedro A. Fuertes Olivera (Ed.), 

The Routledge Handbook of Lexicography. London and New York: Routledge, 267-283. 

Leroyer, Patrick & Simonsen, Henrik Køhler (2020): Reconceptualizing Lexicography: The Broad 

Understanding. In Zoe Gavriilidou, Maria Mitsiaki and Asimakis Fliatouras, A., 2020, Proceedings 

of XIX EURALEX Congress: Lexicography for Inclusion, Vol. I, Democritus University of Thrace, 

183-192. 

Liew, Anthony (2013). DIKIW: Data, Information, Knowledge, Intelligence, Wisdom and their 

Interrelationships. Business Management Dynamics. Vol. 2, Issue 10, April 2013, 49-62. 

Simonsen, Henrik Køhler (2020a). Augmented Writing: nye muligheder og nye teorier. In Caroline 

Sandstrøm et al., Nordiska Studier i Lexikografi 15, 2020, Rapport från 15 konferensen om 

lexikografi i Norden, Helsingfors 4–7 juni 2019, 307-315. 

Simonsen, Henrik Køhler (2020c). Augmented Writing Needs Lexicography. In: Zoe Gavriilidou, 

Maria Mitsiaki and Asimakis Fliatouras 2020, Proceedings of XIX EURALEX Congress: 

Lexicography for Inclusion, Vol. I, Democritus University of Thrace, 509-514. 

Tan, Sherise (2019). How to Train Your AI. <https://medium.com/revain/how-to-train-your-ai-

98113bdac101> (March 2021). 

Tarp, Sven, Fisker, Kasper & Sepstrup, Preben (2017). L2 writing assistants and context-aware 

dictionaries: New challenges to lexicography. Lexikos 27(1), 494-521. 

Wilson, James and Daugherty, Paul (2020). Collaborative Intelligence: Humans and AI are Joining 

Forces. <https://hbr.org/2018/07/collaborative-intelligence-humans-and-ai-are-joining-forces> 

(March 2021). 

Zandan, Noah (2020). The Future of Human Communication: How Artificial Intelligence Will 

Transform the Way We Communicate. <https://www.quantifiedcommunications.com/blog/artificial-

intelligence-in-communication> (March 2021). 


