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The Catalogue Raisonné: Above and Beyond Collections 
 

Digital technology and the activities related to information gathering, storing and displaying are 
revitalizing the catalogue raisonné. The format of the catalogue raisonné as a systematic list of art 
objects makes is possible to take the biographical research in new directions. In addition to 
establishing the authenticity of an artist’s oeuvre, the interactive catalogue provides the researcher a 
means of studying the works from different perspectives. In digital space, public and private 
collections meet each other and most importantly, different resources can be tailored to analyse the 
art and the artist. The possibilities of digital resources seem endless, e.g. exhibition history, artistic 
networks and works by other artists, as well as site and historical or technical photography.  

The catalogue raisonné is not only expanding as a category, but it is also evolving into an 
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary field with outputs mediated in many formats; from  
monograph publication, exhibition display, and database to conservation strategy reports and 
auction evaluation. Certainly, the methodologies are changing too.  

This session will be an arena for discussing the art historical, technical, and analytical aspects of 
making a catalogue raisonné in the digital age. We welcome catalogue raisonné projects in all stages 
– and we propose the establishment of a Nordic research network about catalogue raisonné. 

Suggested topics: 

- Digital versus printed publication 
- The relationship between catalogue raisonné and monographic exhibition 
- Provenance research and connoisseurship  
- The relationship between the art market and the catalogue raisonné 
- Technical art history and the conservator’s knowledge 
- Challenging traditional categories of painting, graphics, drawings, etc.  
- New roles of the biography 
- The catalogue raisonné, diversity, gender and intersectionality 
- Rethinking methodological approaches, analogue as well as digital 
- State of the art of cultural heritage digital infrastructure 
- Innovative case studies of the catalogue raisonné 
- Reflections on the challenges of interdisciplinary collaboration on the catalogue raisonné 
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