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From the beginning truth is mixed 
with play.1

For some time now I have been 
under siege from two forces, maybe 
even from two sides of the present. 
From the past and the future, but I 
am left confused, as they perpetually 
mix or switch sides. While I was 
preparing the exhibition ‘Navigations 
on the Edge of a World Falling Apart’ 
I contacted Kristoffer Ørum to ask 
him, if he wanted to join the 
exhibition.2 Thankfully he accepted 
the invitation and since then my 
facebook-feed has been filled, 
maybe even invaded, by his signal 
crayfish. A kind of caricature of a 
semio-technical creature living in the 
landscapes of data that travel 
through us, as we try to navigate 
these same landscapes of the 
‘future’. These crayfish are the 
offspring of an analytical artistic 
mind, but from the beginning 
conviction was mixed with play, 
caricature with truth, as these signal 
crayfish were propagating from the 
workshop of a very enthusiastic and 
positive artist-inventor.

It must be a significant question for 
the psychologist how an enthusiast, 
a person who by nature embraces 
the positive, can have such a 
passion for caricature. The 
psychologist may answer as he likes 
– [but] […] From the beginning truth 
is mixed with play.3

Around the same time that signal 
crayfish began to pop up all around 
me virtually but also as real 
3D-printed sculptures of varying 
sizes in the exhibition, Märklin model 
trains from the 1950s began running 

through our home on metal tracks. 
Bought mostly through online 
marketplaces, some of them black 
steam locomotives, others green early 
electrical trains. As worn-out objects of 
desire they arrived from my father’s 
1950s childhood, made a halt before my 
eyes, and tried to seduce our 4-year-old 
daughter into buying a ticket to their 
future together with me. Even though the 
model trains are die cast in zinc, as 
heavy in one’s hands as small 
sculptures, they are phantasmagoric 
apparitions more than anything. 
Criss-crossing my mind they worship the 
age of coalfired industrial potency, that 
caused the climate change, we have to 
live in from now on. Because of this I 
love the simple yet complex marxist 
dialectical message they carve out in a 
small scale. H0 1:87: The past will lead 
us into the future no matter what.

For the person who is concerned with 
works of art in a historically dialectical 
mode [..] it is their post-history which 
illuminates their pre-history as a 
continuous process of change.4

Green electrical model trains, green 
signal crayfish. Model trains rushing into 
the future at the same time as signal 
crayfish materialise beautifully in 
strangely bygone landscapes.

Michael Kjær, art historian, born 1975

1 Walter Benjamin, ‘Eduard Fuchs: Collector and Historian’, New 
German Critique, No. 5, pp. 27-58, p. 40.
2 At Vejle and Holstebro Kunstmuseum: 
http://www.holstebrokunstmuseum.dk/da/udstillinger/aktuelle.aspx?
Action=1&NewsId=1389&PID=4027
3 Benjamin, op.cit.
4 Benjamin, op. cit., p. 28.

The article in the September 2020 issue 
of Signal Model Train about restoring a 
Lionel postwar Southern Pacific-type 
caboose was creative and useful for 
those of us who like the more scale side 
of the toy trains being produced these 
days.
However, this article also highlights a
missed opportunity for Lionel. After 
many years of bringing out beautiful 
scale cars, it has never updated the 
classic Southern Pacific-type caboose 
from the postwar era.
What a perfect opportunity Lionel had
to do just that when it released in 2020 
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