
 
Literacy Coaching, School Development and Professional Noticing   
  
In Danish public school it is common to have teachers working part time as literacy coaches 
(LC). LC help their colleagues make wise decisions in their teaching practice informed by data (3). 
Coaching can be viewed as a form of adaptive expertise of significance for professional decision 
making (1). But it is still limited, what we know about the actual practice of LC in Denmark. In this 
paper we zoom in on this practice to understand what LC do and discuss how they contribute to 
school development. More specifically, we will investigate what LC notice and how they make use 
of their expertise in the daily routines of the school and at the same time contribute to change. We 
will do this by discussing findings from a case study on LC’ work. The research question of the 
paper is:  What and how do literacy coaches notice in their coaching and 
which instructional decisions do they suggest?    
 
The analysis is based on theory and research on professional noticing in education e.g. using the 
distinctions between attending, interpreting, responding and shaping in the literacy coaching 
practice (2, 4,5). The paper’s findings come from a case study that began January 2019 and consists 
of observations (3532 minutes) and interviews (418 minutes) of LC in a Danish public school. In 
the preliminary analysis of the empirical data, we find the following patterns of noticing:  a) 
Attending routines b) Students’ needs using test (interpreting test) c) Through dialogue with teacher 
colleagues (responding) d) For instructional decision making (shaping by suggesting learning 
strategies and materials)  

  
We contribute with knowledge on how literacy coaches in a Nordic educational context play a role 
in school development.    
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