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Phoenician and Punic cultures keep on fascinating scholars and layman alike. The present volume is one
recent attempt at tackling among other things this fascination, which on the one hand is what makes the
topics so alive and on the other hand also has contributed to the legends, rather than facts that often
dominate the way in which Phoenician and Punic culture is communicated outside the rather small circles
of scholars, who know the material well. This volume, which is published in the series British School at
Rome Studies, contains 15 chapters written by prominent researchers on the Punic and Phoenician world.
The contributions span widely across time and space. Contributions in the volume range from the 6 th cent.
B.C.E. far into the Roman period, from the Phoenician core lands of modern Lebanon to the Phoenician
and Punic realms of Italy, Malta, North Africa and modern Spain, as well as including historiographical
observations, history of reception and cultural heritage studies. The volume furthermore includes a sub-
stantial introduction by the editors as well as an afterword by ANDREW WALLACE-HADRILL, the then
director of the British School at Rome.

At the centre of the volume stands the question of what “Phoenician” and “Punic” in fact meant in
antiquity and how Punic and Phoenician identity has been constructed by ancient and modern people and
whether there was in fact a “Punic world” at all. These are large and important questions, which are
sought to be answered through a string of contextualising contributions as well as case study chapters.
The title of the book conveys these implications through the incorporation of the words “identities” and
“identification”. “Identity” has over the last decades been a much used and often addressed issue in
archaeological and historical studies of antiquity. The concept carries implicit problems since a stringent
definition is difficult for scholars to agree on. However, it is still an important issue to address and is one
main line of enquiry through which we might begin to understand some of the dynamics in now
non-existing societies. The word “identification” in the title of the book offers the more innovative, and I
would argue, important approach. “Identification” is well chosen as a topic by the editors, since it is
through studies of identification that we may move onwards in a search to understand developments and
dynamics in ancient societies. Through methodological identification studies, which give a new line of
enquiry, we may push forward new strands and ways of viewing archaeological material and ancient
literary and written sources. Therefore this is a most welcome central word in the title of the book and one
which the authors throughout the chapters do engage with. Furthermore the editors deserve praise for
bringing a large number of contributions together in English on topics, which most often have been
published in other languages than English, thereby making this wide range of knowledge and research
available to an English reading audience.

The volume comprises contributions by prominent researchers on the Phoenician and Punic world.
Some of the contributors conduct fieldwork at sites of the periods and therefore contribute with a strong
empirical perspective. The volume is divided into a context part consisting of six contributions and a case
study part consisting of nine contributions. The first part of the volume, focussing on contexts, includes
contributions on “Phoinix and Poenus: usage in antiquity” by J.R.W. PRAG, “The invention of the
Phoenicians: an object definition, decontextualisation and display” by N.C. VELLA, “Punic identities and
modern perceptions in the western Mediterranean” by P. VAN DOMMELEN, “Phoenicity, punicities” by
S.F. BONDÌ, “Death among the Punics” by C.G. BELLARD and “Coins and their use in the Punic
Mediterranean: case studies from Carthage to Italy from the fourth to the first century BCE” by S.
FREY-KUPPER. The second part of the volume, on case studies, includes the contributions: “Defining
Punic Carthage” by B.M. TELMINI, R. DOCTOR, B. BECHTOLD, F. CHELBI, W. VAN DE PUT, “Punic
identity in North Africa: the funerary world” by H.B. YOUNÈS and A.K.-B. YOUNÈS, “A Carthaginian
perspective on the Altars of the Philaeni” by J.C. QUINN, “Numidia and the Punic world” by V.
BRIDOUX, “Punic Mauretania” by E. PAPI, “Punic after Punic times? The case of the so-called ‘Liby-
phoenician’ coins of southern Iberia” by A. JIMÉNEZ, “More than neighbours: Punic-Iberian connections
in southeast Iberia” by C.A. GASCÓ and J.V.-F. SÁNCHEZ, “Identifying Punic Sardinia: local commu-
nities and cultural identities” by A. ROPPA and “Phoenician identities in Hellenistic times: strategies and
negotiations” by C. BONNET.
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In the introduction by QUINN and VELLA, the fact that until recently not much research in the United
Kingdom has focussed on the Phoenician and Punic world, is thematised. Therefore in 2008 the British
School at Rome and the Society for Libyan Studies joined up to fund a project on Punic Studies. The
volume is one of the outcomes of this project. One is at first overwhelmed by the amount and diversity of
material presented in this volume and praise must go the editors for despite such diversity binding
together the volume in a way, which creates coherence across such vast and differentiated empirical and
methodological studies. Nevertheless the volume also gives room for discussions of the various ways in
which Phoenician and Punic can be understood, on the one hand in geopolitical terms, as the land
covered, conquered and inhabited at different points in time, and on the other hand in terms of expres-
sions of material culture, as found at a variety of sites. The intertwinedness between these two main ways
of enquiring into these labels also show the complexities which are brought into play when dealing with
material and literary evidence, which at its best state is still quite scattered over space and time. QUINN

and VELLA also importantly bring to the forefront in which ways history of reception has coloured the
study of the Phoenician and Punic realms since the 19 th cent. C.E. and their introduction reminds us that
historiography is an important issue not to lose sight of and central to engage with, when wanting to
understand research traditions. Not all contributions can be dealt with in detail in this short review and a
few are singled out in order to bring to the forefront some of the central points of the volume.

PRAG in his contribution on “Phoinix and Poenus: usage in antiquity” takes us directly to one of the
central conundrums to which one must turn when dealing with Punic culture in antiquity, namely that of
understanding the ancient terms. He states as his opening line:

“The Term poenus, and its modern English equivalent ‘Punic’, is one of the most problematic in the
classical tradition. There is hardly any evidence for its use in self-definition by individuals in
antiquity, and the word itself is used almost solely in literary contexts. Nonetheless, it is freely, often
uncritically, employed across all branches of scholarship in the study of the ancient Mediterranean,
and rarely is it clearly defined”.

This statement does indeed put the finger in the wound and reminds us with which sort of difficulties we
are confronted when studying the Phoenician and Punic cultures, if we can at all call them that, since
research traditions often have used these terms ad libitum without critically examining the evidence
leading to the use of these terms. PRAG takes us through discussions of the usage of the terms and
concludes that the term Poenus in antiquity was used in a variety of situations, which do not cover the
way we use the term ‘Punic’ today. While this alerts us to the fact that we must be careful about how to
employ modern translations of ancient terms, it also underlines that this is something we cannot avoid to
do, since we otherwise are left with no language to communicate these problems through. As well as
‘Greek’ and ‘Roman’ are problematic terms, ‘Punic’ is just as difficult to tackle and we must remain
aware that our use does not correspond to the use, which we find in the ancient sources. VELLA, on the
other hand in his contribution, deals with definitions of ‘Phoenicianness’ taking his point of departure in
material culture. He, along the same lines as those of PRAG, just through the narratives of material
culture, shows in which ways inventions of the Phoenicians have been influenced by historical develop-
ments and trends, not least in modern times. VAN DOMMELEN expands on such an approach taking us on
a short, but profound tour de force, of how the interest in identities has pushed archaeology’s explorations
of the connections between material culture and identities, mostly ethnic. Through examples based on
historiographical research he clearly shows in which ways research has been influenced by trends in
literature and historical writings. Through giving concrete examples from the realm of the construction of
modern nation states, heritage and tourism as well as local representations of Punic identities he lays out
the ways in which archaeology is never free of the current debates and societal developments. BONDÌ’s
contribution on “Phoenicity, punicities” gives a good overview of the way in which the distinction
between Punic identity and Phoenician identity has come to the foreground in recent years as an outcome
of changes in the main lines of research enquiry. These four contributions together make a good intro-
duction to the understanding of the historiography of the research on the Phoenician and Punic realms and
should be contributions, which are included into any curriculum dealing with the Phoenician and Punic
worlds. The last two contributions in the context section of the volume deal with burial customs and coins
(respectively BELLARD and FREY-KUPPER). The contribution by BELLARD is a short account of burial
customs, which may be claimed to be Punic. Although a fine account, one misses a substantial discussion
of the further case studies and an analytical framework. FREY-KUPPER in her contribution on the coins
goes through a number of issues, which relate to Punic settlements and through these and their limited
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iconographical themes show that these, however, exactly through their shared iconography were part of
creating a common Punic identity.

The nine case study articles focus on the one hand on sites and regions (Carthage, North Africa,
Numidia, Mauretania, Iberia and Sardinia) and on the other hand on groups of evidence through which
issues of Punic and Phoenician identity may be analysed, such as funerary monuments (chapter 8), the
altars of the Philaeni (chapter 9), Libyphoenician coins (chapter 12) as well as literary sources (chapter
15). The strength of bringing together these case studies is that we are confronted with a variety of
regions, sites and material evidence as well as literary sources, which are not usually presented alongside
each other, since regions often are treated separate from each other. Through bringing together scholars,
who have first-hand insight into the material from such regions and sites, we are presented with deep
knowledge and analysis of a variety of situations, which bring to the forefront on the one hand why it is
almost impossible to define and speak about Punic and Phoenician identities and on the other hand
exactly why it is important to in fact keep on discussing these terms while being aware that research
traditions and limited overview of the material heavily has influenced the ways in which these concepts
have been discussed until now. WALLACE-HADRILL draws together some observations on these issues in
his afterword, which serves as a short contribution on potential new ways, which should be explored in
further studies.

Overall the present volume draws together an impressive amount of material and contributions on a
variety of important topics. It is a substantial contribution to the studies of the Phoenician and Punic
realms and is certainly one, which is recommended both for specialists and for scholars and students
seeking introductions into complex areas of research, which until now in many cases have not been
accessible in English. Edited volumes often appear to be incoherently edited, but the editors in this case
deserve praise for pulling such diverse contributions together and making this volume accessible to a
broader readership.

Aarhus RUBINA RAJA
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