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destruction and subsequent backfilling of Theon’s 
shrine in 135/40 C.E., and they certainly date before 
the earliest courtyard pavement was built over the 
abandoned pagan sanctuary in the middle of the fifth 
century. It can thus be suggested that the bronze molds 
were installed in connection with the construction of 
the great peripteral temple dedicated in 162/3 C.E., 
a monument that would have necessitated the manu-
facture of large bronze statues and basins for display.

jarash northwest quarter project

Achim Lichtenberger, University of Bochum, and 
Rubina Raja, University of Aarhus, report:

The Danish-German Jarash Northwest Quarter 
Project (JNQP) investigates the settlement history of 
Jarash’s northwest quarter near the monumental Ar-
temision. This area, the highest within the walled city, 
went largely unexplored by earlier projects. In 2011, 
the JNQP conducted a geodetic and architectural sur-
vey of the area, along with geomagnetic investigation 
of subsurface remains. In 2012 and 2013, eight exca-
vation trenches were finally opened. 

The project produced a detailed plan of the area’s 
surface features, extending across an area of approxi-
mately 4 ha, including several thoroughfares and ma-
jor building complexes, and showed that these features 
were built along terraces that were aligned with the 
east–west orientation of the hill (online fig. 8). It was 
already apparent during the survey that most of the 
visible structures were of Byzantine and Islamic date. 
Excavations detected an Ayyubid/Mamluk settlement 
on top of the hill. The settlements consists of several 
small and associated complexes positioned along a 
large terrace in front of the so-called Ionic Building, 
which occupies the summit.

Jarash’s northwest quarter was used initially as a 
quarry, most likely providing stones for nearby con-
structions, and was most densely occupied during the 
Byzantine/Early Islamic period. An important feature 
of that period was a complete oil press excavated in 
the northern part of the quarter in 2012. Found in 
secondary use within the press was a large stone block 
with altar iconography. This block, which originally 
stood nearly 3 m high, must have been part of the 
entrance to a building (perhaps a sanctuary), since a 
clear anathyrosis is visible on its right side, while the 
front and left sides are worked. The front features 
horns at the corners and a deep niche flanked by pi-
lasters. The short side carries a stylized offering bowl 
flanked by two horns, a typical decorative element on 
Jarash’s Roman altars.

A large rectangular cistern on the southern slope of 
the hill—the largest cistern within the city—dates to 
the Roman period. This cistern was used until Byzan-

tine times and includes several phases. After the col-
lapse of a natural cave located beneath the cistern, the 
cistern was reused as a production and habitation area, 
while the cave below functioned as a water reservoir.

In 2013, the project opened trench G north of the 
hill in the hopes of identifying additional remains of 
the north decumanus, which is visible farther to the 
east near the North Theater. An earlier American-
British excavation failed to find conclusive evidence 
of the street in this area. Trench G was excavated to 
virgin soil and unfortunately yielded no traces of a Ro-
man or later street. A fair amount of organic material 
and traces of terrace walls were found, suggesting the 
area was used for agriculture at some time.

Pressurized water pipes were excavated in trenches 
E and H. AMS analysis of the mortar fittings of the 
pipes indicates a second-century C.E. date. This result 
is further supported by analysis of mortar from the 
earliest phases of the large cistern, which provided a 
date between the late first and second century C.E. 
So far, Hellenistic finds from the northwest quarter 
have been sparse, consisting of only pottery and glass.

al-hsayyah/eh-sayyeh

Karin Bartl, Orient Department, Deutsches Archäo-
logisches Institut, and Zeidan Kafafi, Yarmouk Uni-
versity, report: 

The Neolithic settlement site of al-Hsayyah (previ-
ously spelled “eh-Sayyeh”) is located about 10 km to 
the northwest of the city of Zarqa, on the slope of a 
ridge, close to the confluence of Wadi Zarqa and one 
of its small, nearly perennial tributaries, Wadi edh-
Dhuayl. While the modern landscape along both the 
lower ridge slope and within the Zarqa Valley itself is 
marked by intensive agricultural exploitation, it is pos-
sible that in prehistoric periods the valley harbored 
dense forest and wildlife.

Initial investigations at the site were carried out un-
der the direction of Z. Kafafi and G. Palumbo in the 
1990s and furnished substantial data on the human 
occupation of northern Jordan during the eighth to 
sixth millennia B.C.E. The site’s crucial importance 
for our understanding of the chronology of the other-
wise poorly documented phase of settlement develop-
ment in Jordan between the Early and Late Neolithic 
led to the resumption of investigations in 2013. The 
project, launched in cooperation with Hashemite 
University, included a training program for university 
students who were taught new documentation and 
field techniques.

Excavations focused on five areas in different parts 
of the settlement. The results generally reflect a dense 
sequence of Neolithic layers in each settlement area, 
although a continuous sequence of layers spanning 

This content downloaded from 130.225.27.190 on Wed, 09 Sep 2015 09:46:33 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

