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 Tall Damiyah seems to have played an important 
economic and religious role during the Late Iron Age. 
Both local objects and exotic imports suggest that ca. 
700 B.C.E. the site served as a caravanserai and sanc-
tuary. Future investigations aim to clarify whether the 
areas surrounding the site were also settled, as they 
were in the 19th and 20th centuries.

jarash northwest quarter project
Achim Lichtenberger, Ruhr University Bochum, 

and Rubina Raja, Aarhus University, report:
The Jarash Northwest Quarter Project, which was 

initiated with a field survey in 2011 and followed by 
two excavation campaigns in 2012 and 2013, contin-
ued work in 2014 and 2015. The project investigates 
the settlement history of the highest area within Ja-
rash’s city walls.

In 2014, five trenches (I–M) were excavated. One 
trench (M) was a reexcavation of an area that was par-
tially excavated in the 1980s by V. Clarke and J. Bow-
sher. In 2015, five new trenches (N–R) were opened, 
and excavation continued in trench J (fig. 9). Through 
the work undertaken during both campaigns, it was 
confirmed that the area was used as a quarry before 
extensive settlement took place. However, through sci-
entific analysis of hydraulic mortar and other finds, it 
has been possible to show that the hill’s extensive water 
system was already in place by the late second or early 
third century C.E., indicating that the area was used 
earlier than previously thought.4 Furthermore, not a 
single human bone has been found among the more 
than 6,000 bones that have been analyzed. This clearly 
suggests the area was not used for burials prior to the 
second century C.E., as has sometimes been proposed.

Work continued in and around the largest cistern 
found in Jarash, located in the southern part of the 
Northwest Quarter. It is clear that the cistern had 
several phases stretching back to the second century 
C.E. and that it stopped being used only in the late 
sixth or early seventh century C.E., when it was filled 
in. Excavation in trenches I, M, and R confirmed that 
a monumental paved street (the supposed continu-
ation of the north decumanus) never existed in the 
city’s Northwest Quarter. However, trench I revealed 
additional evidence for Mamluk settlement, as was the 
case in trenches C, D, and E, which were excavated in 
2012 and 2013. On top of the hill, trench J was opened 

4 Lichtenberger et al. 2015.

to investigate the monumental terrace belonging to 
the Mamluk complex. This trench revealed a staircase 
leading to an underground cave complex containing 
traces of olive oil production. Although the staircase 
was backfilled in the third century C.E. (evidenced 
by the fill’s Late Roman pottery), the caves appear to 
have stayed in use and been accessible through other 
entrances until some point in the sixth or seventh cen-
tury C.E., when these secondary entrances and shafts 
were finally walled off and backfilled. The Byzantine 
period was well attested through the excavation of 
trench N, which revealed two large Greek mosaic in-
scriptions (online fig. 9) that provide evidence for the 
military units that were settled in Jarash during the 
sixth century C.E.

On the so-called East Terrace, trenches K and P re-
vealed extensive evidence for rich domestic architec-
ture of the Early Islamic/Umayyad period. Settlement 
in this area came to a sudden halt with the earthquake 
of 749 C.E., confirmed through radiocarbon dates, 
pottery, and an Arab-Byzantine coin hoard. Finally, 
the discovery of a silver scroll inscribed in pseudo- 
Arabic and featuring Greek charaktêres provides unique 
insight into the continuation of both Semitic and 
Graeco-Roman traditions in the Early Islamic period.

late antique jarash project
Louise Blanke, University of Aarhus, reports:
The main objective of the Late Antique Jarash Proj-

ect is to explore a residential area located on the hilltop 

fig. 8. Clay figurines from Tall Damiyah.
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