
16 URBNET WORKSHOP:
THE FORUM OF JULIUS CAESAR IN ROME

Urban development in Rome 
– Space through time

Line Egelund, Aarhus University
Lineegelund@cas.au.dk

Start date and expected end date: 
February 1, 2018 – January 6, 2022

Forum Iulium and the later Imperial Fora has been widely studied during 
their periods of construction and use, i.e. the Imperial Period, whereas 
the later phases of Forum Iulium remain less studied. But the new ex-
cavations provide a great opportunity to examine Forum Iulium during 
the Late Antiquity and the Medieval Period and understanding how the 
changing role of the city influenced the use of public space. 

The focus of this PhD Project is on the continuity and change in the devel-
opment of use of space in Forum Iulium during the longue durée of Late 
Antiquity and the Medieval Period. This use of space and development 
hereof will be related to the political, religious, social and societal conti-
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nuities and changes of urban Rome, which will provide new understand-
ing of the the use of space, and urban development of the Forum Iulium. 
Through the new excavation at Forum Iulium, this project has the unique 
possibility to test existing assumptions of Rome in general, and especially 
to add to the recent research on Medieval Rome. Furthermore, it can pro-
vide new perspectives on what we know about Rome as a city, as well as 
the meaning, and the use and change of Forum Iulium and the Imperial 
Fora in a diachronic perspective. In order to understand these changes 
the project will focus on how new aspects can be seen in the use of space 
in the Imperial Fora, e.g. as seen in the process of spoliation and how the 
Roman buildings, architectural elements and sculptures from the Imperial 
fora were reused in domestic or religious contexts, which was a process 
that slowly began during Late Antiquity and continued into the Medieval 
Period.   

Since the project is still in its very early stages, this presentation will focus 
on an overview of the topic, and on a the aspect of the overall project 
which is how Forum Iulium was used during late antiquity and the medie-
val period with focus on spoliation.


