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Political and legal boundaries are the product of human 
action, conflict, and cognition. Their material consequen-
ces, however, can be quite substantial. Boundaries often 
leave behind durable traces and shape the surface and 
structure of the world in which we live. Yet, the materiality 
as well as the material legacy of these boundaries regu-
larly slips our attention. And this although the objects 
and material configurations in which political and legal 
boundaries are inscribed or through which they become 
manifest in the world are sometimes said to be more real 
and/or concrete than the ideas or historical processes 
they are expressive of – boundaries are physically in the 
world and frequently remain so even if people disappear. 
With University Asylum, Georg Lutz invites us to recon-
sider some of these issues and to re-think political and 
legal boundaries through the lens of their object-life. 
 
  A central topos of his work, I would argue, is 
that the becoming material of human-devised bounda- 
ries is always a critical juncture at which the significance 
of these boundaries can be, and sometimes has to be, 
re-evaluated and transformed. Once political and legal 
boundaries become objectified they may develop a mate-
rial life of their own, often with surprising and non-antici-
pated outcomes. This being said, University Asylum also 
illustrates that objects, albeit they typically appear to be 
innocent or inert at first glance, actively take part in what 
happens around them. Objects are silent witnesses. They 
encapsulate and to a certain extent speak for the mani-
fold events and historical developments in which they 
were and continue to be enfolded. The material biography 

of objects is thus nothing less than the doorstep to a con-
cealed universe of histories, emotions and other non-ma-
terial references. The materiality of such items is inextric- 
ably linked to a virtual, non-observable world of meanings 
and significances.
 
 Even though Lutz presents his work as a com-
mentary about the materialized political and legal bound- 
aries that have shaped police power and authority but 
equally so the protest culture of modern Greece, the 
forced dislocation of the border-line stone slab from 
the Mediterranean country to Germany is a powerful 
act in itself, opening up a new chapter in the biography 
of the politically charged object. The separation of the 
object from its material substrate at the campus of the 
Aristoteles University in Thessaloniki, its evacuation and 
eventual shipping to Central Europe, but also its troub- 
lesome arrival at Georg Lutz’ home all have become 
an intricate part of a new life-stage of the border-line 
slab. Even more, the artistic re-contextualization of the 
slab will undoubtedly establish new relationships be- 
tween the object, the exhibition visitors and the readers 
of this book, facilitating and perhaps even inaugurating 
entirely novel ideas, references and socio-political mean- 
ings. The stone slab embodies a silent witness whose 
materiality and legacy is topical, malleable and almost 
certainly thought-provoking. If this spark of reflexivity 
was the intention of the artist, there is no reason to 
doubt that it will impact and/or benefit those who are 
open for new and sometimes surprising perspectives 
on the world around them.
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Over the course of the Greek military junta (the Regime of the Colonels) from 1967–
1974, a student protest at the Athens Polytechnic was gorily crashed by the police on 
17 November 1973. The political consequence was  the globally unique University 
Asylum Law, which withdraws the rights of the police and the military to enter and 
use executive power over campuses.



216 217Thessaloniki, Greece  Stone slab (placed both inside and outside of the campus).
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