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The powerful photographs of the Calais Jungles and the 
essayistic film documentary Ocean by Georg Lutz sketch the 
possibility and urgency of an archaeology of the contempo-
rary. The visual evidence that Lutz presents is a testimony 
of the unhuman practices and politics as well as the many 
tragedies with which the La Lande landscapes around the 
Pas-de-Calais in Northern France are intimately entangled. 
An impressive example is the series of photographs captur- 
ing CS Grenades used by French security forces during the 
clearance of the main migrant encampment in 2016. Lutz 
has collected these vocal objects from the surface of a now 
human-devoid and re-naturated landscape, in which only 
traces of provisional habitation remind us of the adversities 
committed at the height of the so-called refugee crisis. The 
grenades are pars pro toto and attest to the quasi-militarized 
status of the Jungle area, proficiently invoking the still pre-
vailing climate of deterrence. Lutz’ photographic and docu-
mentary work can be read as an attempt to re-contextualize 
these politically charged traces by means of unconventional 
archaeological fieldwork, yet his work also demonstrates that 
not even isolated objects remain silent or innocent. The CS 
Grenades – as contemporary material culture – stand for 
the totality of the refugee dilemma. 
 
  The clues that Lutz skilfully draws together tell a 
story of landscape and place-making, of hope and despair, 
and of uneven power-relations interwoven with the many 
thickets of European and global politics. Importantly, the 
chilly atmosphere transported by the visual evidence expos- 
es the capacity of places to remember, even if authorities 
undertake great efforts to erase this memory and to render 
the respective locales effective non-places. A contemporary 
archaeology as tacitly advocated by Georg Lutz allows us  
to unearth this legacy and to engage into a discursive and 
critical dialogue with the multi-layered biographies of margin- 
al, yet politically vibrant spaces across Europe – a dialogue 
which is, needless to say, long overdue.
 
   Lutz’ artistic work, I would argue, also cautions 
against misguided politics of nature used to legitimize unhu-
man action. What Dan Hicks and Sarah Mallet (2019)1 have 
rightly described as the dehumanized landscapes of Calais 
refers to a deeper-lying colonial rhetoric and ultimately 

racist conceptualization of the areas in Northern France 
which have harboured many thousands of refugees. Accord- 
ing to French anthropologist Michel Agier (2016),2 the term 
Jungle seems to derive from the Pashto word dzjangal and is  
thought to designate a forest or wooded area, but the term 
is also instrumentalized by the French far right and even by 
the police to motivate discriminatory slogans enunciating 
that the refugees are not welcome in France, e.g. “Go back 
to your jungle!” 

 The coinage Jungle has indeed far-reaching se- 
mantic implications, debunking the dark side of the refugee 
crisis. Effectively, the word Jungle is employed to express 
the non-civilized nature of the refugees dwelling in the wild. 
Hence, Jungle is equated with nature and the two stand 
in sharp opposition to culture, i.e. the urban, civilized and 
well-ordered stereotype of human living. Furthermore, as 
a habitat a jungle is above all the home of diverse exotic 
animals, many of which are considered dangerous. Mobil- 
ising the word Jungle to refer to the space of dislocated 
foreign people therefore downgrades these people to a sta-
tus of non-human animals and deprives them of their human 
qualities. Lutz’ archaeological and documentary work helps 
to unmask these racial politics inspired by xenophobia and 
anxiety in the face of the cultural Other. 
 
 This misguided politics of place is, finally, also re- 
flected in the ambition of the local authorities to re-natur-
ate the Jungle landscapes, revealing that the refugees are 
treated as a bunch of invasive species at best. The migrant 
discourse remains unsurprisingly centred on notions such as 
preordained home and natural order. This inversion of eco-
logical language goes as far as to declare the local avifauna 
more valuable and in need of protection than the many thou-
sands of refugees from Africa and Asia. The recent declara-
tion of a nature reserve to prevent migrants from re-entering 
the Calais landscapes is nothing less than the ironic attempt 
to justify de-humanizing practices by pseudo-conservation- 
ist arguments. The instrumentalization of ideas originally put 
into place by ecologists and nature protectionists by speak- 
ers of the New Right should, however, not come as a surprise 
to those who are not tired to continuously engage with some 
of the broader issues at stake here.

               “Go back to your jungle!”
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136 137Calais, France



138 139 The Fruits of our Land, Chapter III: Ocean (film stills)Calais, France



140 141Calais, France/Dover, United Kingdom The Fruits of our Land, Chapter III: Ocean (film stills)



142 143Calais, France The Fruits of our Land, Chapter III: Ocean (film stills)





146 147 Google Streetview screenshots of Calais, image capture: 2014–2018. Calais, France



148 149 Google Streetview screenshots of Calais, image capture: 2013–2018. Calais, France
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158 159 Parts of CS grenades (collected in January 2019 in the Calais Jungle)Calais, France





162 163 Strategy: Wooden boards to make sleeping places inaccessible to illegal migrants.Calais, France



164 165 Strategy: Stones to block the food distribution of aid organisations.Calais, France



166 167 Strategy: Fence to prevent illegal migrant camps.Calais, France
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1                       Google Streetview screenshot of Calais, image capture: August 2013 
2                       Google Streetview screenshot of Calais, image capture: May 2018  Calais, France
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