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Profound changes occurred in Rome from the end of the 7th century BC.
The population and territory were increased, urban planning was conducted, international connections were consolidated, and monumental
public buildings together with a public central space were erected. Over
the next one and a half century, in the period we know as the archaic
period (end of the 7th century to the beginning of the 5th century BC),
these processes created a large, urbanised city, which laid the foundation stone of the renowned city of Rome.
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The aim of my PhD project is, on the basis of archaeological evidence,
to critically study this widely accepted assumption of formation and development of Rome in the archaic period. The subject will be investigated
through four articles, which all take the area of the Forum of Caesar in
Rome as a point of departure. Three of the articles are interrelated, and
intend somewhat to climb the ‘Ladder of Inference’ (Hawkes 1954) in the
attempt to study Rome in the archaic period. However, they also stand as
single contributions.
The first article is a local-scale study based on the archaeological remains
from the archaic period found in the area of the later Forum of Caesar.
The second article will study the demographic changes and their possible
impact on the formation and development of Rome. The third article will
be a macro-study, which will try to reconstruct economic, social and cultural information of the archaic period in Rome on basis of various types
of archaeological data. The fourth article is a historiographical article,
which differentiates from the others having its main focus on the Forum of
Caesar. This article is a link between the thesis and the excavation project
and outlines the 3,000 years of human activity in the area of the Forum
of Caesar as well as the excavations conducted on the site.
I will present the preliminary results of the research project and the articles, which are in varying courses of preparation.
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