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Excavation of Julius Caesar’s Forum in Rome
The project ’Excavation of Julius Caesar’s Forum in Rome’ is a collaboration 

between The Danish Institute in Rome, the Roman Municipal Department of An-

tiquities: the Sovrintendenza Capitolina ai Beni Culturali and Centre for Urban 

Network Evolutions (UrbNet) at Aarhus University. The Danish team in Rome 

consists of project director Jan Kindberg Jacobsen and assistant project director 

Sine Grove Saxkjær. 

The excavations are made possible by a generous donation of 1.5 million euros 

by the Carlsberg Foundation. The project is scientifically associated with the 

Centre for Urban Network Evolutions (UrbNet) at Aarhus University. UrbNet is 

financed by the Danish National Research Foundation and directed by Profes-

sor Rubina Raja.  

The planned excavations have a three-year duration and the aim is to unearth 

the eastern side of the Temple of Venus Genetrix, and the entire eastern portico 

of the Forum, which currently lies hidden beneath Via dei Fori Imperiali and the 

adjacent pedestrian areas. The excavations will further contribute with import-

ant data to the numerous phases of the area, as the project has a diachronic 

focus, which considers the whole sequence of stratigraphy on the site. 

The aim of the project is to broaden the understanding of the Forum of Cae-

sar not only by the archaeological excavations, but also by applying newly 

developed scientific techniques and analyses, which will contribute to a more 

nuanced understanding of the three thousand-year sequence of Roman history 

to be found in the area of the Forum of Caesar. 
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Three PhD projects are connected to the excavation project and UrbNet at 

Aarhus University:

• Nora Petersen: 

’Burying Early Rome. Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age burials from the Forum 

of Caesar’.

Supervisor: Rubina Raja (UrbNet, Aarhus University)

Co-supervisor: Annette Rathje (University of Copenhagen) 

Co-supervisor: Jan Kindberg Jacobsen (The Danish Institute in Rome)

Co-supervisor: Christopher Smith (University of St Andrews) 

• Nikoline Sauer:

’The Archaic Period on the Forum of Caesar. The Urbanisation of Early Rome’.

Supervisor: Rubina Raja (UrbNet, Aarhus University)

Co-supervisor: Christopher Smith (University of St Andrews) 

Co-supervisor: Jan Kindberg Jacobsen (The Danish Institute in Rome)

 

• Line Egelund:

’Urban Development in Rome. Space through time’.

Supervisor: Rubina Raja (UrbNet, Aarhus University)

Co-supervisor: Christopher Smith (University of St Andrews) 

Co-supervisor: Jan Kindberg Jacobsen (The Danish Institute in Rome)
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Project director: Jan Kindberg Jacobsen
 

Project director

Email: jaki@glyptoteket.dk

 

Jan Kindberg Jacobsen is an associated researcher at UrbNet and curator 

of ancient art at the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Copenhagen. He is directing 

the Danish research group involved in the excavations on the Forum of 

Caesar.
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Project co-director: Rubina Raja
 

Professor, director of Centre for Urban Network Evolutions

Email: rubina.raja@cas.au.dk

 
Rubina Raja is professor (chair) of Classical Archaeology at Aarhus Uni-
versity, Denmark. 
Raja has been the director of the Danish National Research Foundation’s 
Centre of Excellence for Urban Network Evolutions (UrbNet) since 2015.
She is also co-director of the new Italian-Danish excavations on Caesar’s 
Forum in Rome together with Jan Kindberg Jacobsen and the Italian So-
printendenza.
Raja has studied at the University of Copenhagen, La Sapienza in Rome 
and Oxford University, England. 
Rubina Raja’s research focuses on urban development, iconography and 
religious identities in the eastern Roman provinces, the Levant and Rome. 
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The new Italian-Danish collaboration on 
Caesar’s Forum 
Pioneering a high definition approach to the study of the developments 
of urban space in Rome

Headed by Jan Kindberg Jacobsen (The Danish Institute in Rome) and 
Rubina Raja (Centre for Urban Network Evolutions, Aarhus University)
funded by the Carlsberg Foundation

Danish classical archaeologists have a long established tradition of un-
dertaking archaeological fieldwork in Italy both as individual archaeo-
logical missions and as partners within frameworks of Danish-Italian col-
laborations. In 2018 new and extensive collaborative excavations were 
launched in Rome. These excavations focus on laying open until now 
un-excavated parts of the central Forum of Caesar. Inaugurated in 46 
BCE as a manifestation of Caesar’s achievements and his strive for a sin-
gle-ruler regime, this space quickly became a contested one — not least 
after the murder of Caesar in 44 BCE — but the space was also situated 
as centrally as possible in what was then the largest city in the Mediterra-
nean region. It was a product of a much-needed extension of the public 
space northeast of the Forum Romanum, and the Forum of Caesar be-
came a benchmark for the displays of imperial power encountered in the 
imperial fora to follow in later centuries, including the eras of Augustus, 
Nerva and Trajan. However, within the context of the new archaeolog-
ical investigations, the archaeological potential of the area reaches far 
beyond the forum space from the Late Republican period. 

Previous research has shown that the earliest remains underneath the 
Roman-period structures date back to as early as the 13th century BCE 
– well before the mythical foundation of Rome in 753 BCE and contin-
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ue into the Renaissance and beyond. Therefore, the new excavations 
might provide further insights into the understanding of more than 3000 
years of cultural, environmental and architectural development in central 
Rome, which remains one of the most researched, yet still not entirely un-
derstood, cities in the ancient world. Addressing the complexity of dense 
city space through the archaeological stratigraphy is a well-known chal-
lenge. This situation, as well as the fact that three PhD students are writing 
their theses within the project and the insight that knowledge sharing and 
fertilisation of results through cross-disciplinary interactions enhance con-
textualisation, brought the idea of for the workshop about.  

Centre for Urban Network Evolutions (UrbNet), a centre of excellence 
funded by the Danish National Research Foundation is partner in the 
project. UrbNet has pioneered a high-definition context-first approach 
to urban situations with the intention to explore urban dynamics and net-
works in a longue durée perspective. Based on these experiences and 
relying on a state-of-the-art research infrastructure, UrbNet is launching 
an extensive programme of analyses in connection with the excavations 
on Caesar’s Forum in close collaboration with the Sovrintendenza Cap-
itolina. This presentation will outline the general research potential of 
implementing a high definition approach as well as focus on specific as-
pects of the analysis programme. The application of these analyses will 
be discussed both in regards to specific chronological phases as well as 
to the overall investigations. 

Participants in the workshop are invited to reflect on their experiences 
in applying analyses and current approaches within their own field of 
specialization.



10 URBNET WORKSHOP:
THE FORUM OF JULIUS CAESAR IN ROME



11URBNET WORKSHOP:
THE FORUM OF JULIUS CAESAR IN ROME

19:30 Dinner at Langhoff og Juul (Guldsmedegade 30, 8000 Aarhus C)

08:30-9:00 Registration and coffee/tea

9:00-9:30 Introduction by Rubina Raja and Jan Kindberg Jacobsen: 
The new Italian-Danish collaboration on Caesar’s Forum

PART 1
9:30-10:00 Presentation by Nora Petersen:                                                                                   

Burying Early Rome. Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age 
burials from the Forum of Caesar                                                                          

10:00-11:00 Discussion

11:15-11:30 Coffee 

PART 2
11:30-12:00 Presentation by Nikoline Sauer:                                                                                    

When Rome became Rome? An investigation of Rome in the archaic 
period starting from the Forum of Caesar                                     

12:00-13:00 Discussion 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

PART 3
14:00-14:30 Presentation by Line Egelund:                                                                                      

Urban Development in Rome. Space through time
14:30-15:30 Discussion

15:30-16:00 Coffee and cake 

16:00-17:00 Final discussion 

18:00 Dinner at Slap Af (Studsgade 8, 8000 Aarhus C) 

Programme

Monday 3rd June

Tuesday 4th June



12 URBNET WORKSHOP:
THE FORUM OF JULIUS CAESAR IN ROME

Burying Early Rome
Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age Burials from the Forum of Caesar

Nora M. Petersen, Aarhus University
nmp@cas.au.dk 

Start date and expected end date: 
September 1, 2017 - September 1, 2020
Article-based dissertation
 
The Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age (Latial phase I & IIA, c. 1050- 
880 BC) mark the beginning of what we term the Latial culture. The 
burials from this early period are our main archaeological source, and 
they provide a unique insight into the early social identities, the pre-urban 
society, and the contacts or networks of the inhabitants. Around 48 buri-
als containing children, young people and adults, both men and women, 
are identified in Rome from Latial phase I & IIA. This article-based PhD 
project examines these burials in order to study three major aspects: 
Firstly, to examine the chronology of Latium vetus and Rome, and the 
historiography concerning the chronology of the early burials, which is 
fundamental for the further studying and understanding of the tombs. 
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The main aim of this paper is to understand the contrasting dating of the 
tombs, and, if possible, to present a chronological sequence of the buri-
als. 
Secondly, to analyze the relationship between the grave goods and the 
biological gender and age of the deceased, to identify if certain objects 
of femaleness, maleness, childness or adultness can be observed in the 
grave goods. Bearing these results in mind, the burials in Rome will be 
compared to those at Osteria dell’Osa in an effort to reflect how, or if, 
the people and society of Rome differentiate from those of the Latial site 
of Gabii. 
Thirdly, to examine the network and relations that the inhabitants of Rome 
had in this early period. The effects of these contacts may not only show 
themselves in materials such as gold, pasta vitrea, and amber, or in sym-
bols such as the small impasto boats, but also in agricultural remains (e.g. 
spelt, emmer and barley), and in pigeons found in the tombs, that may 
have been used for corresponding with other Mediterranean cultures at 
the time. 
At the workshop I will present the preliminary results from all three pa-
pers. My  focus, however, will be on the second paper concerning social 
identities. 
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When Rome became Rome? 
An investigation of Rome in the archaic period starting from the Forum 
of Caesar 

Nikoline Sauer, Aarhus University
nsp@cas.au.dk

Start date and expected end date: 
February 1, 2018 - January 31, 2021
Article-based dissertation

Profound changes occurred in Rome from the end of the 7th century BC. 
The population and territory were increased, urban planning was con-
ducted, international connections were consolidated, and monumental 
public buildings together with a public central space were erected. Over 
the next one and a half century, in the period we know as the archaic 
period (end of the 7th century to the beginning of the 5th century BC), 
these processes created a large, urbanised city, which laid the founda-
tion stone of the renowned city of Rome. 



15URBNET WORKSHOP:
THE FORUM OF JULIUS CAESAR IN ROME

The aim of my PhD project is, on the basis of archaeological evidence, 
to critically study this widely accepted assumption of formation and de-
velopment of Rome in the archaic period. The subject will be investigated 
through four articles, which all take the area of the Forum of Caesar in 
Rome as a point of departure. Three of the articles are interrelated, and 
intend somewhat to climb the ‘Ladder of Inference’ (Hawkes 1954) in the 
attempt to study Rome in the archaic period. However, they also stand as 
single contributions. 

The first article is a local-scale study based on the archaeological remains 
from the archaic period found in the area of the later Forum of Caesar. 
The second article will study the demographic changes and their possible 
impact on the formation and development of Rome. The third article will 
be a macro-study, which will try to reconstruct economic, social and cul-
tural information of the archaic period in Rome on basis of various types 
of archaeological data. The fourth article is a historiographical article, 
which differentiates from the others having its main focus on the Forum of 
Caesar. This article is a link between the thesis and the excavation project 
and outlines the 3,000 years of human activity in the area of the Forum 
of Caesar as well as the excavations conducted on the site.

I will present the preliminary results of the research project and the arti-
cles, which are in varying courses of preparation. 
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Urban development in Rome 
– Space through time

Line Egelund, Aarhus University
Lineegelund@cas.au.dk

Start date and expected end date: 
February 1, 2018 – January 6, 2022

Forum Iulium and the later Imperial Fora has been widely studied during 
their periods of construction and use, i.e. the Imperial Period, whereas 
the later phases of Forum Iulium remain less studied. But the new ex-
cavations provide a great opportunity to examine Forum Iulium during 
the Late Antiquity and the Medieval Period and understanding how the 
changing role of the city influenced the use of public space. 

The focus of this PhD Project is on the continuity and change in the devel-
opment of use of space in Forum Iulium during the longue durée of Late 
Antiquity and the Medieval Period. This use of space and development 
hereof will be related to the political, religious, social and societal conti-
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nuities and changes of urban Rome, which will provide new understand-
ing of the the use of space, and urban development of the Forum Iulium. 
Through the new excavation at Forum Iulium, this project has the unique 
possibility to test existing assumptions of Rome in general, and especially 
to add to the recent research on Medieval Rome. Furthermore, it can pro-
vide new perspectives on what we know about Rome as a city, as well as 
the meaning, and the use and change of Forum Iulium and the Imperial 
Fora in a diachronic perspective. In order to understand these changes 
the project will focus on how new aspects can be seen in the use of space 
in the Imperial Fora, e.g. as seen in the process of spoliation and how the 
Roman buildings, architectural elements and sculptures from the Imperial 
fora were reused in domestic or religious contexts, which was a process 
that slowly began during Late Antiquity and continued into the Medieval 
Period.   

Since the project is still in its very early stages, this presentation will focus 
on an overview of the topic, and on a the aspect of the overall project 
which is how Forum Iulium was used during late antiquity and the medie-
val period with focus on spoliation.
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Christopher Smith
cjs6@st-andrews.ac.uk

Christopher Smith is Professor of Ancient History at the University of st 
Andrews and was director of the british school at Rome from 2009 to 
2017.  His main interests lie in the social and economic development of 
early central Italy, particularly as evidenced through archaeology, his-
toriography and comparative developments in the southern and eastern 
Mediterranean. 
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Andrea Brock
Andrea.Brock@st-andrews.ac.uk 

Andrea Brock is a Lecturer of Roman History at the University of St An-
drews and a 2017 alumna of the University of Michigan’s Interdepart-
mental Program in Classical Art and Archaeology. She is an environmen-
tal archaeologist exploring the topography and ecological dynamics of 
early Rome (from the Bronze Age through the mid-Republic).  As director 
of the Forum Boarium Project, she currently leads a collaborative investi-
gation of Rome’s original river harbor and harbor sanctuary using of cor-
ing survey and environmental analyses—an effective method of studying 
deeply buried geoarchaeological stratigraphy in valleys. This research is 
revealing new insights on the role of environmental stress (in particular 
frequent flooding and rapid sedimentation) in Rome’s urbanization pro-
cess, as well as landscape change that occurred alongside urban devel-
opment in the area, particularly in the sixth century BCE.
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Penelope J. E. Davies
pjedavies@austin.utexas.edu 

Penelope J. E. Davies is a Professor in the Department of Art & Art His-
tory at the University of Texas at Austin. Specializing in the architectural 
history of ancient Rome, she is author of Death and the Emperor (Cam-
bridge University Press 2000, University of Texas Press 2004) and Ar-
chitecture and Politics in Republican Rome (Cambridge University Press 
2017), which was supported by grants from the British School at Rome, 
the American Philosophical Society, the American Council of Learned 
Societies, and the University of Texas at Austin. She has also written nu-
merous articles and essays in scholarly publications, and collaborated 
on re-conceptions of Janson’s History of Art (seventh and eight editions, 
Prentice-Hall 2007 and 2011) and Janson’s A Basic History of Art (eighth 
and ninth editions, Prentice Hall 2009 and 2013). She is currently work-
ing on a book entitled Ancient Lives of Roman Buildings.
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Sine Saxkjær 
saxkjaer@acdan.it

Sine Saxkjær is a postdoctoral researcher at the Danish Institute in Rome 
and Centre for Urban Network Evolutions at Aarhus University. Her re-
search focuses on pre-Roman cultures in Southern and Central Italy during 
the Early Iron Age, the 8th–6th centuries BC in particular. Sine Saxkjær 
received her PhD from Aarhus University in 2015 for a dissertation that 
explored the cultural processes that followed the first Greek settlements 
along the Ionian coastline as well as the development of methods for 
identifying ethnic markers in the archaeological record. Since 2015, Sine 
Saxkjær has been based in Rome, where her research has centred on 
cultural and urban development among the first Romans and their neigh-
bours. Sine Saxkjær is part of the Caesar’s Forum Project in connection 
to which she is leading the processing of archaeological material.
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Annette Rathje
rathje@hum.ku.dk

Annette Rathje is associated professor emerita of Classical Archaeolo-
gy at the Saxo Institute, University of Copenhagen. Her main subject 
is encounter archaeology and much of her work treats the interaction, 
networks and connectivity of the Mediterranean Area in the 8th-6th Cen-
turies BC. As vice-director of the Danish Institute in Rome she became in-
volved in the Italo-Nordic excavations of the Latin town of Ficana. Having 
excavated a house belonging to the local elites from the end of the 7th 
Century BC, she has made research in archaic architecture, settlement 
structures and urbanisation in Central Italy in the pre-Roman period. She 
is actually publishing the pre-republican habitation layers on top of the 
Sepulcretum at Forum Romanum, an excavation made by Giacomo Boni 
in the years 1902-1903. Together with Iefke van Kampen, director of the 
Museum of the Veientano, she works on Boni’s excavations publishing 
the original manuscript and illustrations.
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Francesca Fulminante
Francesca.fulminante@bristol.ac.uk 

My research to date has focused on urbanization in the Mediterranean 
during the 1st Millennium BC with a particular interest on central Italy. 
My work investigates the development of complex societies in Rome and 
the surrounding regions both as macro- economic and socio-political pro-
cesses (e.g. social stratification, settlement organization and craft com-
munity practices) but also in their relation to intimate and personal habits 
such as mother-child relationship and infant feeding practices. 
In particular, a subsidiary line of my work is studying community practic-
es, analysing archaic metal votive objects in central Italy with XRF and 
looking at textile tools from survey data. 
By combining advanced technological and scientific methodologies with 
traditional approaches my main stream of research explores the connec-
tions between cultural and political environments and child-rearing prac-
tices in central Italy (1000 BC – 100 AD).  This last work has resulted in 
my ERC application being selected for interview in 2015/2016 and 2018. 
The third avenue of my research explores connectivity and transporta-
tion networks by the mean of Network Science Approach in central Italy 
during the 1st Millennium BC including Roman times to propose a new 
interacting model of urbanization. 
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Valentino Nizzo
mn-etru@beniculturali.it 

Valentino Nizzo (b. Todi PG, 1975) received his laurea with honors from 
the University of Rome “La Sapienza” in 2000, where in 2007 he also 
obtained a specializzazione (resulting in the publication of Ritorno ad 
Ischia, Napoli 2007) and PhD in Archaeology (Etruscology curriculum). 
He completed a post-doctorate at the Istituto Italiano di Scienze Umane 
in Florence, publishing the results of his work in Archeologia e antropo-
logia della Morte: storia di un’idea, Edipuglia (Bari 2015). In 2014 he 
received certification as an associate professor in the scientific education 
sector 10A/1 (archaeology). 
Since 2010 he has served as an archaeological officer for the Ministero 
dei Beni e delle Attività Culturali, offering his services first to the Soprin-
tendenza Archeologia dell’Emilia Romagna and then to the Direzione 
generale Musei in Rome. On May 2, 2017, he became the Director of 
the Museo Nazionale di Villa Giulia following an international selection 
process. 
Since 2010 he has contributed to the organization of the annual cultural 
events Romarché, for which he conceived the series of conferences enti-
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tled “Antropologia e Archeologia a confronto”.
He also has more than 130 publications, among these are three mono-
graphs and eight edited volumes. 
His interests center around historical, artistic, and material culture issues 
relating to Etruscan/Italic civilization, early Greek colonization, the rela-
tionship between archaeology and anthropology, as well as, more gen-
erally, funerary ideology, the history and mechanics of archaeology, 
and the sociological value of museological and archaeological commu-
nication. 
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Venues in town

Dinner
3rd of June 
Hrs. 19.30:
 
Langhoff og Juul
Guldsmedegade 30, 
8000 Aarhus

Dinner
4th of June
Hrs. 18.00: 

Slap Af
Studsgade 8,
8000 Aarhus

Dinner the 3rd of June

Dinner the 4th of June
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Organisers:  

PhD student Line Egelund 
UrbNet, Aarhus University 
lineegelund@cas.au.dk 

PhD student Nora Petersen
UrbNet, Aarhus University 
Phone: +45 61 333308
nmp@cas.au.dk 

PhD student Nikoline Sauer
UrbNet, Aarhus University 
Phone: +45 4076 6078 
nsp@cas.au.dk 

Workshop website:
http://urbnet.au.dk/news/events/2019/workshop-the-forum-of-julius-caesar-in-
rome/




