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Abstract 

This theory-developing paper argues that an ontology of education is essentially one of relations. 
These relations are multiple, hybrid, far-reaching and intertwined in complex ways. Seen as a 
whole they constitute an ever-expanding ecology. Two interconnected processes of expansion are 
proposed and discussed. One process concerns an ontological dimension of the real and potential 
relations in the world primarily through digital and non-digital technologies and the second 
process concerns an epistemological dimension of the multiple ways in which we come to know 
about the world through inquiry in the field of education. These processes are discussed in relation 
to the field of education. The paper further argues that the field of education itself both in practice 
and theory evolves and expands interrelated with these two dimensions and that education in the 
broadest possible sense comes to rely on a dialogic pedagogy to encompass this expansion. 

 
Extended Summary 
Following Hannah Arendt’s (1954) definition of teacher authority, the paper argues that three main 
relations in education can be derived from here. These are a knowledge relation, a pedagogical/didactic 
relation, and an authoritative relation. Other relations in education can be drawn from these main ideal 
types. Examples such as Luckin’s (2008) model for relating learning resources to scaffold different 
learning needs can be viewed as a pedagogical/didactic relation. By evoking the idea of ecology in 
education the paper stresses the relational functioning in adaptation to changing circumstances in the 
environment. Impacting most relations in education are expanding dimensions that enable and strengthen 
each other. One dimension–the ontological dimension–gives examples of how relations in the world 
expands and how this impacts education. The paper discusses how digital and non-digital technologies 
are shaping education making it more heterogeneous and hybrid while expanding and pushing the 
boundaries of the curriculum (e.g. OECD 2016). Education has become increasingly entangled in global 
connections and the web of life (Moore 2017; Lehtomäki, Moate, and Posti-Ahokas 2016). Another 
dimension–the epistemological dimension–discusses how the ontological expansion might be and have 
been addressed in educational research. Examples such as Dean Pierides (2010) following George 
Marcus (1995) argues that educational research may benefit from multi-sited ethnography that explores 
these many partial connections. Another way of taking aim at a moving target is addressing education 
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using Situational Analysis to try to capture the complexity of relaying new relations into the fabric of 
education (Clarke, Friese, and Washburn 2018). The paper discusses how the two dimensions presented 
interrelate and reinforce further expansion in the field of educational research resulting in the branching 
out into other domains while at the same time attracting the attention of other disciplines and their 
methods (Furlong and Lawn 2010). It is argued that educational research itself further expands the field 
at the level of practice by becoming a part of the teachers working knowledge (Markauskaite and 
Goodyear 2014) and by informing or critiquing educational policies (e.g. Biesta 2015). The paper 
concludes by offering a dialogic pedagogy (Skidmore and Murakami 2016) for encompassing future 
expansions in the educational field at the level of practice whereby the offering of space for different 
voices to be articulated invite an expanding ecology of relations in education.  
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