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 WELCOME 

 

             ABOUT US 
 

 DELEGATE LIST  Public Policy Exchange (PPE) is a relatively young, independent and politically impartial 

pan-European organisation which was created in the UK. It works in close cooperation 

with its affiliate – The International Centre for Parliamentary Studies – and operates 

through its EU office in Brussels, with headquarters in London and a partner 

organisation in Mauritius, specialising in global public policy research.  

 

Public Policy Exchange runs a series of interactive, high-level symposiums representing 

the practitioners’ voice in Brussels. The mission of PPE is to initiate and develop avant-

garde platforms for capacity building, policy development and networking, and to serve 

as a progressive interface between practitioners, non-state actors and policy/decision 

makers at EU, national, regional and local levels in Europe. 

 

Through its EU office in Brussels, PPE has successfully developed platforms in the fields 

of public health, human rights, migration, ICT, youth policy, green energy and higher 

education. With ongoing policy developments in other fields, PPE is continually seeking 

to initiate new platforms in key public policy areas through close cooperation with EU 

institutions and agencies, leading European and international organisations, and key 

practitioners and academics from across the globe.  

 

 

To subscribe to our e-bulletins or browse our forthcoming EU events please visit our 

website: http://www.publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/events/eu/    

 

For enquiries concerning delegate registrations and post-conference materials please email 

our London office: conferences@publicpolicyexchange.co.uk  

 

For enquiries about programme content or speaking please contact our Brussels office: 

assistant@parlicentre.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us and interact with fellow delegates on Twitter: @PPEBrussels 
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  WELCOME 

 

       PROGRAMME 
 

 DELEGATE LIST  
09:15  Registration and Morning Refreshments 

 

10:00  Chair’s Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 

Bente Jensen 

Professor, Aarhus University 

 

10:10 Discussing the EU’s Early Childhood Education and Care Proposals within the 

Education and Training 2020 Strategic Framework 

 

Nóra Milotay 

Policy Analyst, European Parliament  

 

Agata D’Addato 

Senior Policy Coordinator, Eurochild   

 

Axelle Devaux  

Senior Analyst, RAND Europe 

 

10:50  First Round of Discussions 

 

11:20  Morning Coffee Break 

 

11:40 Ensuring Quality and Equal Access to Early Childhood Education and Care Systems 

across Member States  

 

Liz Gosme 

Director, COFACE Families Europe   

 

Ankie Vandekerckhove 

Project Officer, VBJK (Centre for Innovation in the Early Years)  

 

12:20  Second Round of Discussions 

 

13:00  Networking Lunch 

 

14:00  Promoting Inclusive and Innovative Societies: Modernising Childcare Systems   

 

  Eszter Salamon 

Director, Parents International 

 

Bente Jensen 

Professor, Aarhus University  

 

14:40  Third Round of Discussions 

 

15:10  Chair’s Summary and Closing Remarks 

 

15:25  Networking Reception and Refreshments 

 

16:00  Symposium Close 

 
** Please note that the programme and speakers are subject to change without notice ** 

 



 

 

  WELCOME 

 

       PROGRAMME 
 

 DELEGATE LIST  
 

The first years of human life are crucial for the development of essential competences, skills 

and learning dispositions that influence future education and employment prospects. According to 

the OECD Family Database, the participation rate for 0-to-2-years-olds in formal childcare and pre-

school services is generally increasing across the EU, currently averaging 30%. However, this 

number varies largely from one member state to another, reaching above 60% in Denmark and only 

5% in the Czech Republic (OECD Family Database, 2016). Moreover, GDP public spending on early 

childhood education and care also differs greatly within the EU, with 1.3% of GDP spent in this area 

in Denmark, in comparison to 0.4% of GDP in the Czech Republic (OECD Family Database, 2017). 

 

In order to help member states to achieve the 2002 Barcelona Summit objective to provide 

childcare services to at least 33% of children under three years old, in 2018 the European 

Commission adopted several proposals, including a ‘Council Recommendation on Key 

Competences for Lifelong Learning’ (COM(2018)24) and  a ‘Council Recommendation on High 

Quality Early Childhood Education and Care Systems’ (COM(2018)271). Through these proposals 

the EU aims to support its member states in their efforts to improve access to and quality of early 

childhood education and care systems. Moreover, these proposals aim at developing a common EU-

wide understanding of what constitutes a quality service provision by facilitating the exchange of 

experiences and good practice. 

 

Ensuring equal access to high quality early childhood education and care is crucial for 

reducing the risk of inequalities in opportunities in education, early school leaving and the lost of 

talent in society. These policies can make a strong contribution to the success of the Europe 2020 

strategy, particularly two of the EU headline targets: reducing early school leaving to below 10 % 

and lifting at least 20 million people out of the risk of poverty and social exclusion. Moreover, easy 

access to childcare services may improve the reconciliation of work and family life and thus foster 

female labour market participation and gender equality. 



 

 

  WELCOME 

 

   DELEGATE LIST 
 

 DELEGATE LIST  Name Title Organisation Country 

Ardis Storm-Mathiesen Professor Oslo Metropolitan University Norway 

Bernie McNally Assistant Secretary 
Department of Children and 

Youth Affairs 
Ireland 

Branislav Pupala Professor Trnava University Slovakia 

Dana Masaryková Vice Dean Trnava University Slovakia 

Dr Siobhán Fitzpatrick 
CBE 

Chief Executive Officer 
Early Years - the organisation for 

young children 
United Kingdom 

Dr. Anne Marie Brooks Principal Officer 
Department of Children and 

Youth Affairs 
Ireland 

Eva Björck Professor Jönköpings University Sweden 

Gabriela Bento Researcher University of Aveiro Portugal 

Gabriela Portugal Teacher University of Aveiro Portugal 

Hannu Heiskala Head of Child Neurology 
Hospital for Children and 

Adolescents 
Finland 

Inger Marie Lindboe Head of study Oslo Metropolitan University Norway 

Jane Bertrand Professor 
Atkinson Centre for Society and 

Child Development 
Canada 

Jeffrey Pullicino Orlando Executive Chairman 
The Malta Council for Science 

and Technology 
Malta 

Kerry  McCuaig Policy Fellow 
Atkinson Centre for Society and 

Child Development 
Canada 

Leena Repokari Head of Child Psychiatry 
Hospital for Children and 

Adolescents 
Finland 



 

 

  WELCOME 

 

   DELEGATE LIST 
 

 DELEGATE LIST  Name Title Organisation Country 

Madelene Sjöman Lecturer Jönköpings University Sweden 

Margaret Rogers  Pobal Ireland 

Pascual Martinez Policy Officer COFACE Belgium 

Paula Santos Teacher University of Aveiro Portugal 

Pauline Walmsley 
Deputy Chief Executive 

Officer 
Early Years - the organisation for 

young children 
United Kingdom 

Sarimari Tupola Pediatrician 
Hospital for Children and 

Adolescents 
Finland 

Severine Acerbis Directrice Badje ASBL Belgium 

Solomitchi Veronica Director 
Department of Education, Youth 

and Sport 
Republic of 

Moldova 

Toni Gleeson Development Manager Disability Federation of Ireland Ireland 

Tor Richardson Golinski Research Assistant  RAND Europe Belgium  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 DELEGATE LIST  Bente Jensen 
 

 

Professor, Aarhus University  

 

Professor Jensen has participated in several interdisciplinary research teams focusing on studies of social 

inequality, daycare and children’s development and well-being. Bente has been principal investigator on two 

large-scale RCT studies investigating the impact of professional development in Early Childhood Education 

and Care (ECEC) on practice development and child-outcomes. The Danish Ministry of Social Affairs funded 

both studies targeting children 3-6 years of age: The ASP-programme (2005-2009) and the VIDA-programme 

(2010-2013) with positive effects. From these studies developed the interest for designing an effort targeting 

the youngest children 0-3 years of age and thus Professor Jensen and her team conceptualized and launched 

the pilot study “Abecedarian Approach within an innovative Implementation Framework” (APIIF (2015)). A 

RCT study on this approach will be implemented supported TrygFonden. In addition Bente was the WP-

leader in the International European FP7 programme: CARE Early Childhood education and care: Promoting 

quality for individual, social and economic benefits (2013-2017) and as such, she was responsible for studies 

of the impact of professional’s development and innovation within the ECEC field. Currently Bente is one of 

the partners of the VALUE programme co-funded by the Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union. 

Professor Jensen is responsible for the Danish part of VALUE and for designing the evaluation. 

 

 

Axelle Devaux  
 

 

Senior Analyst, RAND Europe  

 

Axelle Devaux is a senior analyst at RAND Europe and deputy head of the Brussels office. Her research 

focuses on education policies with a particular interest in education technologies and their in supporting 

vulnerable learners. Devaux has worked with the EU institutions for over 13 years and managed the 

evaluation and implementation of several EU policies and programmes. 

 

Prior to RAND she worked for Deloitte Consulting and ICF International. Devaux graduated in Law from 

the University of Lille II. She participated in a student mobility programme with the universities of Warwick 

and Saarbruecken, which gave her the opportunity to explore EU Law from different perspectives. She also 

holds a master's degree in European studies from the University of Lille, with a student placement at the 

European Commission in the unit in charge of the Erasmus programme. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 DELEGATE LIST   

 

Nóra Milotay 
 

 

Policy Analyst, European Parliament 

 

Nóra Milotay is a policy analyst at the European Parliamentary Research Service, working on issues of 

European social policy. She joined EPRS in November 2015 after having worked on several aspects of 

education policy, particularly in relation to schools in Hungary and then for many years at the European 

Commission. She has built up European policy cooperation within the field of early childhood education and 

care. Her main areas of interest are issues of inequality, governance and social innovation. A historian by 

training, she holds a BA Hons. from Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, an MA from the Central European 

University,  Budapest and an MPhil and a PhD  from the University of Cambridge. With a background in both 

research and practice, Ms Milotay's focus is on the intersection of research, policy, and practice.  

 

Agata D’Addato 
 

 

Senior Policy Coordinator, Eurochild  

 

Agata D’Addato is Senior Policy Coordinator responsible for research, policy and practice at Eurochild. 

Agata is responsible for coordinating Eurochild’s work on family and parenting support & early years 

education and care. She also coordinates the research study ‘Childonomics - Measuring the long-term social 

and economic value of investing in children’ alongside Eurochild’s work on mutual learning and practice 

exchange. Agata has recently co-authored the report “Let Children be Children: Lessons from the Field on 

the Protection and Integration of Refugee and Migrant Children in Europe”, bringing together 16 case studies 

from across Europe. Agata is co-chairing the Child Rights Connect Working Group on Investment in 

Children, which aims to promote public investment in the realisation of children’s rights through UN human 

rights treaty bodies and mechanisms. 

 

Before joining Eurochild in 2008, Agata, who holds a PhD in Demography from the University of Bari, 

worked as a researcher in various universities and well-renowned research institutes across Europe in the 

fields of demographic change and family policies.  

 

Liz Gosme 
 

Director, COFACE Families Europe 

 

Liz Gosme is mother of two rebel girls (3 and 7 years) and Director of COFACE Families Europe 

www.coface-eu.org, a network of 58 organisations across 23 countries promoting the well-being, health and 

http://www.eurochild.org/policy/library-details/article/childonomics-introduction-to-the-conceptual-framework-and-methodology/?tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&cHash=38a862f58540cb40905367f6098ead6b
http://www.eurochild.org/news/news-details/article/let-children-be-children-lessons-from-the-field-on-the-protection-and-integration-of-refugee-and-mi-1/?tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&cHash=5209c24ee807369de1c9dfa218b578a0
http://www.eurochild.org/news/news-details/article/let-children-be-children-lessons-from-the-field-on-the-protection-and-integration-of-refugee-and-mi-1/?tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&cHash=5209c24ee807369de1c9dfa218b578a0
http://www.coface-eu.org/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 DELEGATE LIST  security of families and their members in a changing society. She is an EU social policy analyst with fifteen 

years of experience in EU affairs representing the interests of civil society organisations. She has worked 

extensively with various EU institutions contributing to building a social policy architecture for Europe, 

monitoring key frameworks such as the EU social open method of coordination, the EU Semester, the 

European Structural and Investment Funds, EU public procurement legislation, the EU urban agenda, EU-SILC 

monitoring in preparation of the 2011 population and housing census, taking part in key stakeholder 

consultative groups for these different frameworks. She has also worked with national governments and local 

authorities from across Europe, supporting the development of effective policies to tackle and prevent 

homelessness. Today, Liz directs the Brussels-based COFACE team, which advocates for legislation and 

policy enabling families and their members to benefit from sufficient financial resources, available quality 

services and adequate time arrangements in order to live and enjoy their family life in dignity and harmony. 

 

Ankie Vandekerckhove 
 

Project Coordinator, Centre for Innovation in the Early Years (VBJK)  

 

After studying law and criminology at the Ghent University, Ankie started her work in the area of children’s 

rights/human rights and has never left it since. She worked as a researcher at the University (the Ghent 

Centre for Children’s Rights), as a policy advisor (Kind en Gezin) and was appointed as the first Flemish 

Children’s Rights Commissioner (mandate 1998-2010). She has been doing occasional consultancy work in 

the area of children’s rights (Council of Europe, ENOC, EU) but her main job, 90%, is as a project 

worker/researcher at VBJK.  

 

Working at VBJK since March 2011, her focus has been on ECEC quality, specifically on issues of diversity 

and accessibility in ECEC. She has been involved in several local and international ECEC projects over the 

past years such as the Transatlantic Forum on Inclusive Early Years or the European Quality Framework for 

ECEC.   

 

Eszter Salamon 
 

Director, Parents International  

 

Eszter Salamon is Director of Parents International, the global organisation working for better parenting and 

the recognition of and support for parents as the primary educators of their children. She was originally 

trained and practiced as a teacher, and later became an economist specialized in non-profit management, 

education and culture, non-profit marketing, PR and quality management. She started dealing with rights of 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 DELEGATE LIST  the child issues in 1989 and has specialized in students’ rights and parents’ rights, with focus on education in 

the past 22 years. She has been involved in international education and social topics as a researcher, trainer 

and expert including equity and inclusion, early childhood development, lifelong learning, the prevention of 

early school leaving and youth unemployment, active citizenship, participation, reconciling family life and 

work, and the importance of developing key competences. 
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 DIRECTIONS
 

 DELEGATE LIST  Getting to the railway stations and airports 
 

To Brussels Airport - Zaventem 

The hotel is within walking distance to the railway station Brussels-Nord with departures to and from Brussels 

Airport - and in direct connection to Brussels-Midi with the International lines Eurostar and Thalys. Up to 6 

trains per hour connect the Brussels Airport to Brussels-North, Brussels-Central, and Brussels-Midi stations. 

The airport express bus station is 100 meters from the hotel, and the hotel is 12 kilometres from Brussels 

Airport. 

To Brussels Charleroi Airport 

From Brussels-Midi, there is a Brussels City Shuttle every 30 minutes going to Brussels Charleroi Airport.  

To Brussels-Central Station  

Walk from Thon Hotel to Rogier Metro Station and take Line 3 (Direction Churchill) or Line 4 (Direction 

Stalle P) until De Brouckere Metro Station (1 stop). 

From De Brouckere Metro station change to Line 1 (Direction Stockel) or Line 5 (Direction Hermann 

Debroux) until Gare Centrale Metro Station (1 stop).  

To Brussels-Midi Station  

Walk from Thon Hotel to Rogier Metro Station and Take Line 3 (Direction Churchill) or Line 4 (Direction 

Stalle P) until Brussels-Midi Station (5 stops). 

 



 

 

 

 

How to Register 
 

Call: +44 (0)845 606 1535  

or Email: conferences@PublicPolicyExchange.co.uk 
 

 
            FORTHCOMING EVENTS   

Health and Care in a Digitising World: Integrating eHealth into Public Healthcare Systems 

Wednesday 16th January 2019 – Thon Hotel Brussels City Centre, Brussels 
 

This International Symposium will therefore provide a timely opportunity for practitioners and stakeholders to 

discuss the latest developments and consider ways of overcoming challenges to improve eHealth services 

across Europe and to gain more understanding of EU actions in the sector. Public Policy Exchange welcomes 

the participation of all key partners, responsible authorities and stakeholders. The symposium will support the 

exchange of ideas and encourage delegates to engage in thought-provoking topical debates. 

 

Delegates will: 
• Assess the Commission’s latest actions to support the eHealth sector 

• Explore the development of the eHealth Digital Service Infrastructure (HDSI) and its goals 

• Analyse the European electronic health record exchange initiative and explore EU financing 

instruments, such as the European Structural and Investment Funds 

• Assess the EU Code of conduct on privacy for mHealth apps, including the recently proposed rules on 

certification for cyber security requirements 

• Consider how to strengthen partnerships between app developers and traditional healthcare 

companies 

• Debate ways of facilitating investment opportunities in Member States and regions for the large-scale 

deployment of digitally-enabled care programs 

• Examine local engagement in healthcare digitisation and develop a framework for leaders developing 

local plans 

• Promote collaboration on digital development between the public healthcare systems, local authority 

teams, the third sector, suppliers, managers and other relevant stakeholders 

• Gain knowledge on the interoperability of mHealth services 
 

 

Enhancing Mental Health and Well-Being: Promoting Mental Well-Being and Preventing 

Mental Ill Health at the Workplace 

Wednesday 23rd January 2019 – Thon Hotel Brussels City Centre, Brussels 

 
Exploring both the damaging and beneficial aspects of working life on mental health, this international symposium 

brings together key stakeholders, mental health specialists and policy-makers to raise concerns, share ideas and 

propose solutions. Delegates will be encouraged to discuss current initiatives, examine innovative approaches to 

promote mental health at the workplace and consider the relationship between mental well-being and 

unemployment. It promises to provide topical and thought-provoking debate.                 

 
Delegates will: 

 
• Evaluate current EU initiatives, research and proposals 

• Raise awareness about the relationship of mental health and well-being to the workplace 

• Consider ways to promote multi-modal, inclusive and open approaches to mental health   

• Examine innovative programmes for promoting mental health and well-being at work 

• Assess measures for identifying psychosocial risks and promoting open discussion about mental health 

at work 

• Scrutinise the cost of mental ill health  

• Explore methods for overcoming the stigmatisation of mental ill health 

• Gain insight into the challenging relationship of unemployment to mental health  


