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Copenhagen Classroom Program 2018 and Syllabus 

Migration and Diversity:  Denmark in Europe Today 

 

WEEK 1: Sociology and Politics Week with Professor Edgar Kiser 

Description: The first week of the program will use lectures, guest lectures by former politicians and 
social activists, and site visits to immigrant neighborhoods and community centers to give you some 
general background on Danish society and politics and the many ways that it has been affected by 
immigration and increasing diversity.  We begin with a general overview of Danish history, focusing 
on the many ways in which it has shaped contemporary Danish society and politics.  We will then 
explore the basic features of the Danish economy and political system.  The last part of the week 
concentrates on the many dimensions of diversity in Denmark, including class, race and ethnicity, 
religion, and gender.   

Evaluation/Grading (SCAND 399):  The Sociology week grade is 20% of the overall grade for seven 
credits of SCAND 399.  Students are expected to read the assigned texts in advance of the classes 
and to prepare for the discussion. The grade will be based on the student’s prepared participation in 
discussions (50%) as well as on a concluding (open-book) essay exam (50%), which is based on the 
week’s assigned reading, guest lectures and discussions we have had during the week. A choice of 
essay questions will be offered. 

Week #1: Sociology and Politics – Readings, Lectures, and Excursions: 

Monday, August 6:  

Kl. 13.00  Lecture Edgar Kiser: “The Impact of Danish History on Contemporary Society”  

Reading (in advance):   Østergaard: “Peasants and Danes” 

Supplementary reading: Kaspersen: “How Denmark Became Democratic”  

Kl. 16.00  Transportation by bicycle to Nørrebro 

Kl. 17.00  Web meet at Ressource Center Ydre Nørrebro at Tagensvej 85D. We are going on 
what they call a ”Ghetto Tour”. Afterwards we have a Lebanese Dinner together with 
our guides.  

Tuesday, August 7th:   

Kl. 13.00  Lecture Edgar Kiser: “Globalization, the Welfare State, Class Conflict and 
Contemporary Danish Politics” 

 Reading: Nielsen + Kesting: “Small is Resilient” 

 Supplementary reading: Petersen + Andersen: “Financial Restraints in a Mature 
Welfare State” 

Kl. 15.00 We ride our bikes to the Capital Building, Christiansborg 

Kl. 15.30 We meet with Holger K. Nielsen, Member of Parliament, and Former Foreign Minister 
of Denmark. He will show us around the Capitol Building and afterwards sit down with 
us and discuss Danish Immigration policy and diversity in a Danish context.  
  

Kl. 17.00 Free time 
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Wednesday, August 8th:  

Kl. 13.00 Guest Lecture by Ea Høgh Utoft. Ea’s PhD work is about Gender Equality in 
organizations and she will lead a discussion on the state of equality and Women’s 
Economic Empowerment in Denmark.  

Kl. 15.30  We walk to Absalon. The Vesterbro Community Center, known for its radical approach 
to inclusivity and creating connections across cultures.  

Kl. 16.00 We get a tour of the Absalon Center and discuss the vison with leaders.  

Kl. 18.00   We join everybody else for a community style dinner at Absalon.  

 Free time when you have cleaned the tables  

 

 

Thursday, August 9th:  

Kl. 13.00 We ride out bikes to Købmagergade 43 to meet first female, Muslim Member of 
Danish Parliament Özlem Cékic 

Kl. 13.30 Sit down with Özlem Cékic. We will discuss her carrier as a politician and her TV-Show 
Dialog-Coffee where she goes and knocks on the door of people how are racist on the 
Internet and sits down with them and drinks coffee.   

Kl. 15.30:   Lecture and Discussion: Edgar Kiser Diversity in Denmark I: Citizenship, Immigration 
and Multiculturalism“ 

 Readings: Kærgaard: Social cohesion and the transformation from ethnic to 
multicultural society” 

 Supplementary reading: Mouritsen: “The Resilience of Citizenship Traditions” 

Kl. 17.00 Free-time 

 

 

Friday, August 10th:   

Kl. 13.00  Lecture Edgar Kiser: “Diversity in Denmark II: Focus on Religion and Gender” 

 Reading: Lægaard: “Unequal Recognition, Misrecognition, and Justice” 

Bonke, et al: “Intra-household Specialization in Housework in the United States and 
Denmark” 

Supplementary reading: Kublitz: “The Cartoon Controversy” 

Kl. 14.30  In-class essay exam. 

Kl. 16.30 Weekend 

Kl. 16.31  Haven Festival 
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WEEK 2:  Literature Week with Professor Marianne Stecher 

 

Description: The literature week of Copenhagen Classroom will build on the first week and the 
understanding of Danish politics and society by studying historical and contemporary cultural 
expressions of diversity and migration.  We will consider how diversity and migration are 
represented in literature as well as currently in Danish cultural institutions and museums.  We begin 
with a few selections from the Danish literary canon, as well as African American literature in 
modern Denmark.  The second half of the week will focus on two recent Danish writers who are 
among the new (“minority”) voices in Danish literature and address issues related to migration and 
diversity in their works.  

 

Literature week – Guiding questions: 

1. What are the inequities of diversity in Denmark today (and relative to historical examples), 
including (not limited to) those associated with race, ethnicity, gender, nationality, religion, 
and socio-economic status?  
 

2. How is ‘diversity’ understood and represented in contemporary and historical Danish litera-
ture? How are these ‘Danish’ representations of diversity related to or distinct from those of 
North America? 

 
3. How do Danish media and literary arts address, engage and negotiate the challenges and op-

portunities of migration, integration, and diversity in Denmark historically and today? 
 

Evaluation/Grading (SCAND 399):  The literature week grade is 20% of the overall grade for seven 
credits of SCAND 399.  Students are expected to read the assigned texts in advance of the classes 
and to prepare for the discussion. The literature week grade is based on the student’s prepared 
participation in discussions (50%) as well as on a concluding (open-book) essay exam (50%), which is 
based on the week’s assigned reading in relation to the guiding questions (above).  There will be a 
choice of essay questions.  

 

Week #2: Literature Schedule – Readings, Lectures, and Excursions: 

Monday, August 13:  The Danish Golden Age, H.C. Andersen, and Denmark’s Colonies.  

Kl. 13.00 Lecture and discussion with Marianne Stecher  

Topics:  Danish historical inequities in literary tradition (gender, race, religion, socio-economic); 
famous tales of alterity; historical Danish minorities, Denmark’s colonial history. 

Reading (in advance):   H.C. Andersen’s fairy tales: “The Little Mermaid” (1837), “The Little Match 
girl” (1848); “Holger the Dane” (1845); and Mȅir Goldschmidt, excerpt from En jøde (A Jew, 1849). 

Kl. 15.00 Transportation by bus or bicycle  

Kl. 15.30 – 17.00 View exhibit “Voices from the Colonies,” the National Museum of Denmark, Ny 
Vestergade 10, 1471 Copenhagen K. 
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Tuesday, August 14th:  20th-Century international icons, African American Literature and Denmark. 

Kl. 13.00  Lecture and discussion with Marianne Stecher 

Topics:  European North vs. South polarity; imaginary Africa; critique of the Protestant 
tradition. Reading: Karen Blixen, “Babette’s Feast” (short excerpt) and Out of Africa 
(chapter 1)  

Kl. 14.30 – 15.30   Guest lecture and discussion with Martyn Bone, Professor and Director of Center 
for Transnational American Studies. 

Lecture: Topic: “Denmark and African American Literature 1928 – 2018” and discussion of 
selection from Nella Larsen’s Quicksand.  

Reading:   Nella Larsen, Quicksand (chapters 12 – 16); supplementary reading: Martyn Bone, 
“Den sorte: Nella Larsen and Denmark.”   

Kl. 16.00 Bicycle or bus to Glyptoteket.  

Kl. 16.30 Refreshments at Café Glyptoteket (Artium), Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek. Dantes Plads 7; 
1556 Copenhagen (Free entrance on Tuesdays; Exhibits open until 6pm). 

Wednesday, August 15th: Denmark after “Danish Cartoons”; New Voices in Danish Literature 

Kl. 13.00 Lecture and discussion with Marianne Stecher 

Topics: New Danish (‘minority’) literature; migration crisis, religious ‘tolerance’; Islamophobia 
and Danish identities; Yahya Hassan; Violence against women. 

Kl. 14.00  Class discussion of Sara Omar’s debut, Washer of the Dead (Dødevaskeren, 2017). 

Reading:  English translation, Washer of the Dead, publisher’s sample translation. 

Kl. 15.00 Bicycle or bus to Gardens of Royal Danish Library, Proviantpassagen.  

Kl. 15.30  Excursion: Danish Jewish Museum (open until 5pm) Proviantpassagen 6, 1218 
København and Royal Danish Library (“The Black Diamond”).  

Kl. 17.30 Bicycle or walk to RizRaz restaurant. 

Kl. 18.00   Dinner at RizRaz restaurant, Kompagnistræde 20, 1208 Copenhagen. 

Thursday, August 16th: New Danish (Auto) fiction and poetry; Meet Maja Lee Langvad 

Kl. 13.00 Discussion with Marianne Stecher 

Topics:  Affect and intextuality in new Danish literature; displaced ‘bodies’ in white Denmark.  

Kl. 14.00:   Guest speaker: poet Maja Lee Langvad, from Find Holger Danske and Hun er vred. 

Reading:   Maja Lee Langvad, selections from Find Holger Dane (2006) and She is Angry (2014); 
[Axel Sandemose, “Janteloven” (1933; The Law of Jante)].  

Kl. 15.30 Free-time;  pack and prepare for exam.   

Friday, August 17th:  Summary and conclusion 

Kl. 13.00  Concluding discussion and review with Marianne Stecher 

Kl. 14.00  In-class essay exam. 

Kl. 17.30  Departure for Aarhus.   
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WEEK 3: Cinema Week with Kristian Næsby 

 

Description:  The Cinema week of Copenhagen Classroom will build on the first two weeks and study 
expressions of ‘otherness’ and representation of minorities in contemporary Danish and Swedish 
Cinema.  Through lectures by guest speakers and via film analysis, we will investigate how ‘the other’ 
is portrayed. Twice we will meet one of the leading experts in Denmark on this issue, Kamel 
Benkaaba; he will introduce us to this field of thought. We will also visit the Danish Film School and 
meet both a recent alum of the school and the leader of the ‘Multi-Camera Documentary Director’ 
education. Thursday we will meet the screenwriter of the widely acclaimed Danish film ‘The 
Charmer’ that premiered in festivals in 2017, including at SIFF in Seattle. Meeting the screenwriter 
herself provides a great foundation to discuss migration and diversity-issues. 

Cinema week – Guiding questions: 

1. What role does cinema play in the construction of the image of ‘the Other’ in Denmark. How 
and why does representation matter, and how does Danish cinema deal with this challenge?  
 

2. How is ‘diversity’ understood and represented in contemporary Danish Cinema? How are 
these ‘Danish’ representations of diversity related to or distinct from those of North America 
cinema? 

 
3. How do contemporary Danish films address, engage and negotiate the challenges and oppor-

tunities of migration, integration, and diversity in Denmark? 
 

Evaluation/Grading (SCAND 399):  The Cinema week grade is 20% of the overall grade for 7 credits 
of SCAND 399.  Students are expected to read the assigned texts in advance of the classes and to 
prepare for the discussion. The Cinema week grade is based on the student’s prepared participation 
in discussions (50%) as well as on a concluding (open-book), group exam (50%). The groups will 
consist of 2 or 3 students, who will work together to give short and precise answers to the exam 
questions. The questions are based on assigned readings, in relation to the guiding questions, and 
the guest lectures and films seen during the week.  

Week #3: Cinema Schedule – Readings, Lectures, and Excursions: 

Monday, August 20th:  

Kl. 13.00 Lecture and discussion with Kamel Benkaaba  

“Representation and Otherness in Danish and Swedish Cinema” 

Reading (in advance):  Three texts:  

“Small Nation – Global Cinema” – Mette Hjort 

“Living with Diversity. What difference can film making make?” – Mette Hjort 

“A multicultural World. Migration, Culture and Everyday Life” – Ib Bondebjerg  

Kl. 15.30  Free time afternoon and night 
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Tuesday, August 21th: 

Kl. 13.00  Trip to the Danish Film School 

Meeting with recent alum of the Danish Film School Mads Hedegaard. He will show us 
around the school and talk about the education.  

We will see his graduation film “Scull Fracture – Aren’t you rather young to be writing 
your memoirs?” (30 min) and discuss it with him.  

We will also meet the Chair of the Documentary film education, Arne Bro, and discuss 
choices in film education to meet the challenges of the world.  

Kl. 17:00 we ride our bikes to ’Reffen’ street food and have dinner there. 

Wednesday, August 22nd:  

Kl. 13.00 Lecture and introduction to “Go with Peace Jamil” by Kamel Benkaaba 

Kl. 13.30  Film Watching: “Go with Peace Jamil” (2008) 

 Read: “Go with Peace Jamil” by Sofia Sjø  

Kl. 15.30  Discussion and analysis of the Film led by Kamel Benkaaba 

Kl. 18.00  Dinner with Kamel Benkaaba 

 Restaurant - To be determined   

Thursday, August 23rd:  

Kl. 13.00 Guest Lecture by Ingeborg Topsøe – Script Writer for “The Charmer” 

 Read: “Review of ‘The Charmer’ 

Kl. 13.30: We watch the film”The Charmer”    

Kl. 15.30 Film discussion led by Ingeborg Topsøe about “The Charmer”  

 

Friday, August 24th:  Summary and conclusion 

Kl. 13.00  Recap lecture and plenum discussion led by Kristian Næsby 

 Read: “Working towards diversity with a post migrant perspective” by Vitting-Serup 

Kl. 14.00 – 16.00 In-class essay exam. 

Kl. 16.01 Weekend. 

 

Week 4: Architecture Week with Jennifer Dee 

Sunday, August 26th – Thursday August 30: 

Architecture week will include all-day city tours and excursions in Copenhagen, to Louisiana Modern 
Art Museum, as well as to the architectural offices of leading Danish architects, such as Helle Søholt.   

Schedule and assigned readings are forthcoming soon.  

Friday, August 31st:    Checkout from Annex Hotel and departures.  


