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If you want to research the names of bridges, it's difficult 
to know where to start. You'll find, for instance, that a 
Web search brings little reward. Although bridge names 
are quite important in the name inventory of any place—
Sydney Harbour Bridge, Golden Gate Bridge, Brooklyn 
Bridge—we toponymists have largely neglected to bring 
them into our line of vision. So perhaps presenting and 
analysing a list of names of bridges on Norfolk Island 

might be a good start. After all, the island is reputed to 
be home to the second oldest bridge in Australia and its 
territories—Pier Street Bridge.

I collected a 12-name list of bridges on Norfolk Island 
during four field trips between 2007-2009. Table 1 
(below, on page 7) is a compilation, including names 
derived from published sources (primarily Edgecombe 
1991: 102 and O’Connor 2007) and from interview 
research with knowledgeable islanders. It is, however, by 
no means an exhaustive list. While many of the physical 
Norfolk Island bridges are gone or defunct, many names 
are remembered and remain in the larger Norfolk Island 
toponym corpus.

Apart from Cross ar Water, the wooden bridge which 
crosses the creek at the bottom of the valley that separates 
New Cascade and Cascade Roads, all Norfolk bridge 
names are pejorative. Does this, we wonder, indicate a 
disdain the Norfolk Islanders may have had for parts of 
their new island home and its associated history?  Or is 
it somehow related to the taunting and jeering nature of 
the language itself? 

One particular bridge provides an intriguing example of 
language use. Dated from the mid 1830s, Bloody Bridge 
is a large convict-built stone bridge, the purported site 
of the murder of an overseer by convicts who walled 
the overseer's body into the bridge. The murder was 
discovered, it is said, when the blood of the slain man 
seeped through the stonework. Because the bridge's 
colonial heritage dates back to before the Pitcairn arrival, 
it might be expected that this name would remain 
untouched from linguistic re-interpretation by Norfolk 
speakers. However, Bloody Bridge was considered a 
dangerous place due to its name and was unofficially 
changed to Dar Naughty Bridge by the Islanders.
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A bridge too (bloody) far?

continued on page 7

Bloody Bridge, Norfolk Island 
(RAHS - Frank Walker Collection: 11181804015.jpg)
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English name Norfolk language equivalent and other information
1. Bay Street Bridge

2. Bloody Bridge Dar Naughty Bridge. Bloody Bridge is normally dated mid-1830s. 
(O’Connor 2007: 23)

3. Boat Keg Bridge
4. Bounty Street Bridge

5. Broken Bridge Stink Bridge. Broken Bridge was 'a low wooden bridge' on J.E. Road. 
(quoting Hoare (1999: 43)) (O’Connor 2007: 37)

6. Cockpit Bridge
7. Cross the Water Cross ar water
8. Gudda Bridge Fuck Bridge
9. Harpers Road Bridge (Harpers 
Road Stone Bridge)
10. Pier Street Bridge (Old Pier Street     
Bridge, Present Pier Street Bridge)

South of present bridge – possibly from 1789; known to exist in 1793 
(O’Connor 2007: 38); Existing, 1835 (Arch. Survey: 44, F8B) (O’Connor 
2007: 38)

11. Prince Philip Drive Bridge
12. Selwyn Bridge

Table 1: Bridge names on Norfolk Island 
(compiled by the author from interview research,  from Edgecombe 1999: 102, and from O'Connor 2007)
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...A bridge too far?...from page 3

Milton and Gordon
Our Queensland correspondent, historian Professor John Pearn, is a sterling contributor to our knowledge-base of 

Australian toponymy. Two recent articles have provided important material for the ANPS Database.

Milton
Milton is an inner suburb of Brisbane-it's a name 
well-known to many Australians because of its sporting 
connections: it was the location (until the 1990s) of 
Brisbane's major tennis courts, and it's also the location 
for the football ground now known as Suncorp Stadium 
(formerly Lang Park).

In a recent paper given to the Royal Historical Society 
of Queensland, John Pearn notes that the name is owed 
to Brisbane's third pharmacist, Ambrose Eldridge. He 
built Milton House in 1854, a homestead on 16 acres of 
farmlands, named after his birthplace, the Oxfordshire 
village of Great Milton.

Gordon
In another recent paper, John notes the many toponyms 
in Australia honouring the legendary figure Major 
General Charles George Gordon who was killed at the 
Siege of Khartoum in 1885. An outpouring of grief and 
mourning led to memorials in many countries, including 
Australia. Gordon Square in Spring Street, Melbourne, 
is one such.

Brisbane's Gordon Park (with its main streets of Gordon 
Street and Khartoum Street) and the Tasmanian village of 
Gordon similarly perpetuate his name. (Gordonvale in 
Queensland and the Sydney suburb of Gordon owe their 
names to other notable Gordons!)


