
 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

Session: #317  
Urban encounters – the materiality of meetings in pre- and early modern towns 
 
Content: 
People meet in towns in many capacities. They move to towns, move out, and visit towns on a more or 
less regular basis. Urban life and activities – daily life, trade, production, moving about - require more 
interfaces towards other people, who are not kin or near acquaintances. Meetings and cooperation with 
strangers on a daily basis becomes the norm. One could argue that the multitude of encounters 
between people in different roles is characteristic of towns, certainly in present-day but also from the 
very beginning of towns. In towns, the world comes closer. 
Seeing the town as a facilitator or catalyst for meetings between people provides a perspective on 
urbanity that puts people, their motivations and experiences in focus. This is an aspect of the study of 
pre- and early modern urbanism that holds great potential but is in need of further attention. In this 
session we want to explore how urban encounters materialised and how they played a role in past 
people’s lives, for the development of urban identities, for the character of life in the growing towns and 
for the development of an urban ethos.  
We invite contributions which use material culture to address social, material, economic or other 
aspects of urban encounters – focusing on the effects of these encounters. Case studies as well as 
theoretical takes on the theme are welcome. 
 
Session affiliated with:  
 
Organisers: Hanna Dahlström (Denmark) 1,2, Kirstine Haase (Denmark) 3,4 and Dr. Stephanie Wynne-
Jones (UK) 5 
Affiliations:1. Aarhus University, 2. Museum of Copenhagen, 3. UrbNet, Aarhus University, 4. Odense 
City Museums, 5. Department of Archaeology, University of York 
 
Session format: Session, made up of a combination of papers, max. 15 minutes each 
 
Closing date for papers is 15 March 2017.  
Submit your paper proposals to: http://www.eaa2017maastricht.nl/en 
Contact us at hanna.dahlstrom@cas.au.dk or kirha@cas.au.dk  
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