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Changing Concepts of Children’s Literature in Textbooks for Literature Teaching 

Very many children have their most important and influential reading experiences in school. Often, 

literature teaching includes children’s literature, but few studies have explored the concepts of children’s 

literature in textbooks. Maybe, textbooks are one of the most important factors in the literature classroom. 

From a quite new survey of the use of textbooks, we know that the use and influence of textbooks and 

online resources is increasing, and teachers in general are very satisfied with the textbooks, they use 

(Bundsgaard 2017, Gee 2015, J.J. Hansen 2010). In textbooks, there are different views on literature and 

pedagogical methods, and by choosing a certain textbook the teacher has outsourced some of his/her own 

choices. 

This paper is a part of a qualitative research project about textbooks and resources for learning in general. 

The paper represents an interest in textbooks as an educational tool in literature teaching in lower 

secondary school in Denmark. Especially, the paper will focus on the use of different kinds of children’s 

literature in a historical perspective. Many textbooks have the intentions to facilitate the teacher and the 

teaching through a preoccupied curriculum and some relatively precise descriptions of literature lessons. Of 

course, textbooks are not always used as they are intended to be, but one of the premises of this paper is 

that popular textbooks represent dominating views on literature teaching. In other words, a textbook also 

indicates certain considerations about children’s literature and the reading child/pupil.   

The empirical material of the paper is five popular textbooks for the teaching of literature in grade 4-5 in 

Danish schools from the late 1970’s until today. In grade 4-5, the pupils are capable for literary thinking and 

literature is a particular discipline in the teaching of Danish. The pupils are in the middle of their childhood 

(between 10 and 12 years old) and many of them read a lot of children’s literature in their spare time 

(Hansen 2014). The selected textbooks are looked upon as both representative and influential, and they 

represent a much larger material from the last 40 years. The criteria for selecting the analyzed books (and 

serial concepts) have been distribution and popularity among teachers. The titles are Dig selv og … [You and 

…] (1977/1983), Arbejd med dansk! [Work with Danish] (1986), Digtning og dansk [Poetry and Danish] 

(1995), Læs for livet [Read for life] (1998) and Fandango (2008). The last one is the most frequently 

mentioned textbook in the recent teacher survey (Bundsgaard et al. 2017).   

The textbooks are analyzed and discussed with concepts from children’s literature studies (Reynolds 2011), 

discourse analysis (Gee 2002, 2015), and theory about teaching literature (Langer 2011). The key questions 

of this paper are then: How do these textbooks present literature? Which types of literature and genres do 

they include? How do the textbooks address the pupils as readers and interpreters? How are the pupils’ 

potentials for engaging in literature supported by using these materials? Furthermore, it will be discussed if 

there is a recognizable or surprising development in the view on literature and literature teaching during 

the last four decades.       
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