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Journalism and Culture  
— a seminar with Barbie Zelizer 

 
  

Barbie Zelizer is Raymond Williams Professor of Communication  
at the Annenberg School for Communication, University of Pennsylvania  

 
Friday February 10, 10:00-13:00. 

The Dept. of Media and Journalism Studies, Aarhus University 
The Ada building (5342), room 333. 

 

Journalism reports on culture, journalism is culture and journalism is also 

inscribed within much broader patterns of culture. The study of journalism and 

culture consequently employ a range of (overlapping) concepts of culture: as a 

designation of specific activities, content and artefacts, as a way of talking about 

occupational practices and communities, and as a certain approach to 

overarching and longitudinal processes and values deeply embedded in the 

broader and ongoing constitution of societies. While never letting journalism out 

of sight Barbie Zelizer has insisted upon bringing such wider cultural contexts 

into the analysis; as such she is continuing a strand of inquiry associated with 

James W. Carey and Raymond Williams — the latter of which is the name of the 

chair she holds at the Annenberg School of Communication.  

 Zelizer’s most recent book is entitled What Journalism Could Be (Polity: 

2016) in which she addresses “journalism’s intersection with interpretation, 

culture, emotion, contingency, collective memory, crisis and visuality”. She is 

currently working on a project about the cold war and journalism. These recent 

projects thus clearly show Zelizer continuing and pushing her agenda of thinking 

journalism as a complex intersection between various processes and notions of 

culture.  

 In this seminar Zelizer will give a short presentation on her current 

research about how the mind-set of the Cold War undergirds contemporary 

journalism; this will raise broader issues about how journalism is embedded 

within larger cultural frames as well as questions about how such relations can 

be researched. This will be followed by short presentations by local researchers 
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who — each in their ways — are working with issues linked to the intersection of 

journalism and culture.  In addition to sharing insights and elements from 

specific projects the aim is also to instigate a broader discussion of journalism 

and culture in terms of theory, objects of study and methodology.  

 

Organizer: Henrik Bødker, Ph.D. Associate Professor, Department of Media and 

Journalism Studies, Aarhus University. 

 

Programme 

Each speaker has app. 15 minutes plus 10 for questions and discussion. 

  

10:00  Welcome (Henrik Bødker) 

10:15 Barbie Zelizer, University of Pennsylvania: “The Cold War and 

Journalism — a Contemporary Perspective.” 

10:45 Unni From, Aarhus University, & Nete Nørgaard, Copenhagen 

University: “From Ivory Tower to Twitter: Rethinking the Cultural 

Critic in Contemporary Media Culture.” 

11:10 Coffee 

11:25 Christoph Raetzsch, Freie Universität Berlin: “Journalism as a 

Structure of Public Communication: Practice Theory and 

Innovation.” 

11:50 Steffen Moestrup, Copenhagen University: “The cultural journalist 

as performative persona.” 

12:15 Henrik Bødker & Teke Ngomba: (both Aarhus University): “The 

Construction of Communities in Journalistic Renderings and 

Recollections of the Copenhagen Shootings.” 

12:40 Concluding discussion 

13:00  Lunch 

 

If you wish to participate please write Henrik Bødker (hb@cc.au.dk) before 

February 1.  
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