
 

PROGRAM SYMPOSIUM JUNE 19, 2015 

DEMOCRACY & CITIZENSHIP IN DIGITAL SOCIETY 

ITU COPENHAGEN / room 2A12  

 

08.45 - 09.15: Registration and coffee 

09.15 - 09.30: Welcome and practical information 

 

PART I:  Society, politics and Citizenship 

09.30 - 10.15: Keynote by Stephen Coleman, Leeds University: 

   Democratic Politics and Citizen Entitlements 

10.15 - 10.35: Jakob Linaa Jensen, DMJX and AU: 

   Hot off the press: Social Media in the Danish 2015 election 

10.35 - 10.55:  Stephen Dalsgaard, IT University 

Democracy or citizenship: The State and Exceptions in Danish Elections 

10.55 - 11.15: Debate 

11.15 - 11.30: Coffee break  

 

PART II: Citizen and everyday life perspective 

11.30 - 12.00: Keynote by Gitte Stald, IT University of Copenhagen 

   What do citizens need in order make sense of media? 

12.00 - 12.20: Martina Mahnke, IT University of Copenhagen 

Being informed in the digital age? An exploration of information relevance 

within algorithmic media 

12.20 - 12.40:  Debate 

12.40 - 13.15: Lunch 

 

PART III: Science, Technology & Society 

13.15 - 14.00: Keynote by Anders Albrechtslund, Aarhus University 

   Tracking Culture: Surveillance in the sphere of intimacy 

14.00 - 14.20: Christina Neumayer, Morten Hjelholt & Luca Rossi, IT University of Copenhagen 

The Construction of Marginalization and Politics of Big Data Research 

14.20 - 14.40: Bjørn Karlsson & Vasilis Galis, IT University of Copenhagen 

“Bringing the radical to the normative”: a comparative study of feminist groups 

in Malmö and Copenhagen 

14.40 - 15.15: Debate and coffee 

15.15 - 15.30: Conclusion and further work 

 

Participation is open to all interested and free. Registration is necessary – please send mail with 

name and affiliation to decidisadmin@itu.dk. Latest registration on June 18.  

mailto:decidisadmin@itu.dk


 

ABSTRACTS AND BIOS 
 

Stephen Coleman, Leeds University 

Abstract: Democratic Politics and Citizen Entitlements  

Much of the discussion around 'digital citizenship' assumes that we know what citizens' 

information needs are. A key objective of much research and experimentation has been to find 

ways of satisfying such needs. I shall argue for an alternative approach, which identifies 

democratic capabilities and seeks to establish a range of civic entitlements that can frame the 

norms of political communication.  

Bio:   

Stephen Coleman is Professor of Political Communication at the University 

of Leeds.  He has conducted extensive research on how people use the 

Internet and how they deliberate about issues that matter to them.  

His books include 'The Internet and Democratic Citizenship' (winner of an 

American Political Science Association annual book award), 'The Media 

and the Public' and 'How Voters Feel'. He co-edited, with Deen Freelon, 

'The Handbook of Digital Politics'. He is currently writing a short book 

entitled 'Has the Internet Strengthened Democracy?' and a bigger 

monograph on how people learn to talk about politics.  

His research is well-known for featuring inventive methods designed to help people think through 

complex problems and arrive at shared policy recommendations.  

 

 

Anders Albrechtslund, Aarhus University 

Abstract: Tracking Culture: Surveillance in the sphere of intimacy 

This presentation explores and reflects on the widespread and rapidly growing phenomenon of 

using tracking technologies in the sphere of intimacy, particularly in matters of personal health, 

family life, and sexuality. A wide range of Internet-based gadgets and services offer advanced 

tracking and tools for analysis, predictions or recommendations, and many of these services offer 

ways to combine and store data from diverse sources. In general, such resources provide 

overviews by translating these everyday life activities into data for purposes of studying, 

evaluating and socializing. Intimacy is an apt term with which to describe the primary sphere 

where personal tracking occurs, indicating a context of close interpersonal relations and 

commitment, where matters of trust and openness are negotiated e.g. between family members, 

as well as spaces of personal privacy and processes of self-knowledge. Approaching this 

phenomenon from an STS perspective allows for an in-depth understanding of the way tracking is 

embedded in and influences cultural notions of existential and societal values. 

  



 

Bio: 

Anders Albrechtslund is an Associate Professor at Aarhus University, and 

his research focuses on surveillance, tracking culture, social media and 

internet ethics. He is on the Editorial Board of Surveillance & Society, the 

international, peer-reviewed journal of surveillance. Currently, he is 

working on a book about participatory surveillance and online social 

networking. 

 

 

 

Gitte Stald, DECIDIS, IT University of Copenhagen 

Abstract: What do citizens need to make sense of the media? 

In this presentation, I will focus on how research may challenge our understandings of media 

competences and media literacy as foundations for our ways of living in modern society. The 

organization and management of modern society and how we live our everyday lives, are, to a 

large degree, constituted by the ways in which we use and understand media collectively and 

individually. The constantly evolving multitudes of media technologies, media platforms, media 

contents, media services, and media logics that are pervasive in most of our daily contexts 

demand a broad variety of technical, cognitive, logical and even physical skills and literacies. 

Hence, it is empirical that citizens possess competences and literacies that allow them to use, 

exploit and explore media as tools for communication, content and creative practices.  

The institutional level of society have obligations – and ambitions – to make certain that the 

population across all diversities possess the skills and literacies  that enable people to be informed, 

educated, participating citizens. Basically, the state of democracy depends on the presence of 

informed, critically thinking, engaged citizens.  Seen from the institutional perspective this 

requires normative understandings of what defines the informed, educated, participating citizen 

and what it takes to bring citizens up to level to fulfill this ambition. 

The citizen perspective, however, tend to challenge the normative understanding; Denmark may 

be a small country with a small population; but, there are substantial diversities in perceptions of 

how media can be useful for supporting what makes sense in order to live a good and satisfied life 

and what is needed to feel informed, participating and respected.   

Bio:  

Gitte Stald, Associate Professor, IT University of Copenhagen. Head of the 

research network and strategic initiative Democracy & Citizenship in Digital 

Society (DECIDIS), head of research group Culture & Communication. 

Primary research areas are digital media, democracy, citizenship, and 

participation; mobile media and social change; digital youth cultures; 

digital media and globalization. Presently she heads the study The Media 

Competent Citizen and Media Literacy in a Danish Context (collaboration 

with the Danish Agency for Culture and the Danish Media Council). She has 

published articles on adolescents’ digital media cultures, on mobile media and communication, 

and on digital media and democracy.  



 

 

ABSTRACTS FOR PRESENTATIONS 

 

Jakob Linaa Jensen, DECIDIS, Danish School of Media and Journalism & Aarhus 

University 

Abstract: Hot off the press: Social Media in the Danish 2015 election  

Report from the social media trends in the Danish general election campaign. Which Facebook 

successes and failures?  How did various twitterhashtags do in the campaign? What trends for 

further investigations are the immediate results from our mappings of social media activity in the 

campaign? 

 

Steffen Dalsgaard, DECIDIS, IT University of Copenhagen 

Abstract: Democracy or citizenship: The State and Exceptions in Danish Elections 

In the current Danish electoral system, disabled people experience that they are excluded from 

full participation in the electoral process. That is, they do not feel recognized as full citizens in 

Danish democracy. During a recent (2013) process of proposing trials with digitalization of the 

voting process, the organizations representing disabled people argued that digital voting, would 

enable them to vote like everyone else without human help. However, while the digitalization of 

voting would include them and let disabled people vote (it was claimed) like everyone else, this 

would at the same have undermined at least one the fundamental principles of democracy in 

Denmark: that it must be transparent to all citizens and that citizens could participate also in poll 

administration, counting of votes etc. This dilemma apparently making a choice between 

democracy and citizenship reveals the interdependence of bureaucracy and democracy – 

especially that democratic and non-democratic exist sometimes uneasily alongside each other, 

and that digitalization or participation in democracy via digital means potentially transforms the 

principles of democracy. 

 

Martina Mahnke, DECIDIS, IT University of Copenhagen 

Abstract: Being informed in the digital age? An exploration of information relevance 

within algorithmic media 

As more and more information is algorithmically mediated how can we still aim towards informed 

citizens? This is the main question I explore in my research on algorithmic media. Specifically, I 

examine the dynamics shaping algorithmic information relevance. 

Recent studies on algorithms tend to overlook the role of the user when investigating information 

flows. Therefore, I propose a shift of perspective from algorithmic structure towards algorithm-

user-communication. Drawing on the "communicative other"  

(Gunkel, 2012) as a conceptual framework and 24 qualitative interviews, I identify four analytical 

concepts that shape algorithm-user-communication. In conclusion, I examine the role of 

algorithmic media in relation to the modern imperative of being an ‘informed citizen’. 

 

 



 

Christina Neumayer, Morten Hjelholt & Luca Rossi, DECIDIS, IT University of 

Copenhagen 

Abstract: At the margins of big-data: The re-production of social inequalities by 

automated exclusion 

Modern forms of citizenship assume that large quantities of information produced by people 

every day and turned into data, might be a credible source to understand the needs of citizens in a 

democratic society. In this presentation, we address the problem of the increasingly uneven 

amount of data produced across different segments of the society. We are particularly concerned 

with those citizens who do not leave traces as consumers of media technologies and only appear 

at the margins or entirely disappear in the shadow of big-data. 

 

Bjørn Karlsson & Vasilis Galis, DECIDIS, IT University of Copenhagen Abstract: 

Abstract: “Bringing the radical to the normative”: a comparative study of feminist groups 

in Malmö and Copenhagen 

In 1985, Donna Haraway coined a new political subject: the cyborg. The cyborg goes beyond 

traditional feminist and identity politics analyses by rejecting boundaries between humans and 

machines. The metaphor of the cyborg appears today more relevant than ever. Through 

interviews and content analysis of Facebook sites, this presentation investigates three feminist 

groups in Malmö and Copenhagen as cyborgs. The aim of the study is to enhance our 

understanding of hybridized feminist political subjects in relation to the digital world. How did 

feminist groups in Sweden and Denmark use and shape social media? In what ways are feminist 

groups and social media co-constructed? 

The notion of cyborg describes a messy relationship between political subjectivity and technology. 

Social media appears as a foreign creature, which is simultaneously related to feminist groups 

through anxiety, backstage-to-onstage performances, and joy, as a necessary organizational and 

propagandist tool as well as a democratic issue.  

 

 

  



 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

Registration 

Participation is open to all interested and free. Registration is necessary – please send mail with 

name and affiliation to decidisadmin@itu.dk. Latest registration on June 18. 
 

Coffee and meals 

Coffee is free, and meals can be purchased in the canteen 
 

Location 

Auditorium 2 (entrance from atrium) 

IT University of Copenhagen, Rued Langgaardsvej 7, Copenhagen S 

Information about the location here: ITU.dk 
 

Transport 

The easiest way to get to the IT University is by Metro 1. Se details and map here 

Get off at DR-byen and walk back along the canal, pass DR with the blue building to your left and 

find the IT University across the Kaj Munks Vej. 

 

Further information 

If you have any questions please send an email to decidisadmin@itu.dk.  

mailto:decidisadmin@itu.dk
http://intl.m.dk/#!/
mailto:decidisadmin@itu.dk

