
 

Workshop: Afghans in Europe 
Moesgaard Museum, 14th-15th of November 2016. 

 

Program: 
  
Nov 14 / Monday 
  
Location: 
Eye and Mind Lab at Moesgaard Museum (at the new museum which is placed to your left 

when you exit the Bus. Entrance is through the backdoor – walk left from the main entrance). 
 
14.00: Welcome w. Mikkel Rytter + round of presentations 

14.30: The tradition of Afghanistan research at Moesgaard, Ulrik Høj Johnsen. 

15.00: Mikkel Rytter, Tahir Bakhtiary and Andreas Gadeberg Nielsen, Aarhus:  
Marriage on the Ruins of Imperialism: Recollecting pasts and crafting futures among 

Afghans in Denmark. 

15.40: New project – ArtLIFE (Karen Waltorp, Christian Vium, Tahir Bakhtiary and 

Mikkel Rytter) 

16.10: Coffee 

16.30: FILM: “Afghan Muscles”, introduced by Christian Vium 

19.00: Dinner, ‘Den Rustikke’, Mejlgade 20. 

  
Nov 15 / Tuesday 
  
Location: Auditorium 4, Building 4206 Room 129 (at the old Museum – instead of turning left 

towards the new museum, walk straight down the street towards the older buildings). 
 
08.30: Coffee 

09.00-09.45: Angeliki Dimitriadi, Research Fellow at ELIAMEP, Athens: ‘We are also 

refugees’: The gradual reconfiguration of the Afghan refugee figure amidst Europe’s 

“refugee crisis. 

09.45-10.30: Khadija Abbasi, PhD Candidate at Graduate Institute of International 

and Development Studies, London: World Hazara Council: Community Mobilisations 

of Hazaras in Europe and ethnic awakening. 

10.30-10.45: Coffee 



10:45-11.30: Halvar Kjærre, PhD Candidate, University of Bergen: Governing 

Migration, Producing mobility? 

11.30-12.15: Carolin Fischer, Post-doctoral researcher at Université de Neuchâtel, 
Geneva: Ties, memories, concerns and ideas: A contextual analysis of how Afghans in 
Germany and the UK relate to Afghanistan. 
12.15-13.15: LUNCH at Moesgaard Cantina 

13.15-14.00: Esra Kaytaz, Junior Dean at Pembroke College Oxford: Migration 

Embodied: How health and well-being shape the migration experiences of Afghans in 

Turkey 

14.00-14.45: Zachary Whyte, Associate professor at Copenhagen University: TBA 

14.45-15.00: Coffee 

15.00-16.00: Plenum: What are the major challenges for Afghans in Europe and 

migration research? 

 
The workshop is funded by The Danish Institute in Damascus and AUFF 
supplementary pool 
 
Getting there: 
To get to Moesgaard Museum and the department of Anthropology, you have to 
take the bus no. 18 from the city center – e.g. from the stop “Busgaden”, as shown 
on the map below from Hotel CabInn. Get off at the final stop, “Moesgaard 
Museum”. To find the workshop locations, see the program above. 
 

 
 
Contact information: 
Mikkel Rytter: 0045 25 14 98 92 // mikkel.rytter@cas.au.dk 
Nynne Visbo-Bomose (student assistant): 0045 93 93 60 63 // nynnevb@cas.au.dk 

  



Abstracts and papers: 
Monday: 
 
Mikkel Rytter, Tahir Bakhtiary and Andreas Gadeberg Nielsen, Aarhus:  
Marriage on the Ruins of Imperialism: Recollecting pasts and crafting futures among Afghans in 

Denmark. 

This paper is based on a pilot project where Afghan men (age 18-35) scattered all over Denmark 
were interviewed about their aspirations for partner choices and marriage. 
The initial idea was to explore how the significant numbers of unaccompanied Afghan minors, that 
have entered Denmark over the last 10-15 years, handle the challenge of marriage. Often they 
have no / few family members in Denmark that can help them arrange the marriage and give a 
prober khastgari (the traditional, respectable marriage proposal). However, the study also points 
at more common challenges among Afghans in Denmark in relation to partner choice and 
marriage. Partner choice and marriage are often a reflection of identity founded in the family 
history. In this respect the event of marriage seems to be haunted by the past, as it invokes 
decades of conflict, formed by periods of external military interference by the British Empire, the 
Soviet Union and the US led coalition, and internal civil war, ethnic persecution and sectarian 
violence. Current Afghan marriages in Denmark are formed on what we suggest to see as the ruins 
of imperialism, where traumatic pasts need to be dealt with and notions of identity have to be 
renegotiated along lines of ethnicity, religion, and politics. 
 

Tuesday: 
 
Angeliki Dimitriadi, Research Fellow at ELIAMEP, Athens:  

‘We are also refugees’: The gradual reconfiguration of the Afghan refugee figure amidst 

Europe’s “refugee crisis. 

In 2015 890,000 migrants crossed through Greece. Of those roughly 20% were Afghans. Amidst 
what was termed a “refugee crisis” for Europe, the notion of the refugee was gradually 
reconfigured and contrasted with that of the economic migrant. This soon became visible also in 
the policies implemented by the EU and its partners. The closure of the border with FYROM to the 
Afghans, their exclusion from relocation despite meeting the 75% threshold, and the insistence of 
Member States to increase returns to Afghanistan place the Afghans squarely in the migrant 
category. The paper looks first at the discourse around refugee and migrant and the issue of 
protection. The second part retraces the policies regarding the inclusion and then exclusion of the 
Afghans first from the border crossings, then from relocation. The paper seeks to discuss the gap 
between how the Afghans understand themselves and how they are perceived by policy makers, 
drawing data from personal research undertaken in 2015 with Afghans in Greece as well as 
interviews conducted in 2016 in the framework of the ESRC project ‘Crossing the Mediterranean 
Sea by boat’, in collaboration with the University of Warwick.  
 

Khadija Abbasi, PhD Candidate at Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, 

London: 

World Hazara Council: Community Mobilisations of Hazaras in Europe and ethnic awakening. 



 
Carolin Fischer, Post-doctoral researcher at Université de Neuchâtel, Geneva: 
Ties, memories, concerns and ideas: A contextual analysis of how Afghans in Germany and the 
UK relate to Afghanistan. 
This paper focuses on perceptions of home and belonging among Afghans living in Germany and 
the UK. I first analyse transnational relationships in terms of personal ties, including contacts with 
(groups of) persons and institutions. I also examine different means through which contacts are 
being upheld. Subsequently I shift the focus to informants’ memories of life in Afghanistan and 
then move on to their assessment of the current conditions in the country. I uncover ambivalent 
narratives of ‘home’, which raise questions of membership and belonging. This leads me to 
scrutinise how people’s social embeddedness Germany and the UK is reflected in commitments to 
their origin country and ideas of change and development more specifically. Afghan populations in 
both countries are fragmented based on ethnic, political and class backgrounds as well as different 
periods of displacement and arrival. Conversely, narratives of home and concerns about current 
conditions in Afghanistan are aspects, which most informants (implicitly) have in common. It 
emerges that perceptions of conditions in Afghanistan, people’s livelihoods in the diaspora and 
their transnational networks of contacts are interdependent. I conclude with a discussion of how 
life in the diaspora (re-)shapes people’s relationships with their home country, sometimes leading 
to a reinvention of Afghanistan and what it means to be Afghan. Ultimately, informants’ 
relationships to Afghanistan in conjunction with diasporic livelihoods and dynamics in local 
communities play an important role in shaping transnational engagements. 
 
Esra Kaytaz, Junior Dean at Pembroke College Oxford:  

Migration Embodied: How health and well-being shape the migration experiences of Afghans in 

Turkey 

Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations, Coventry University 

This paper analyses how the absence of basic rights in Turkey shapes the migration experiences of 

Afghan migrants and refugees in Turkey. Afghan migrants and refugees in Turkey have limited 

access to healthcare in Turkey, depending on their legal status, and live in harsh conditions. In the 

absence of welfare, illegal and exploitative employment is the only means for survival. 

Furthermore, migrants and refugees face various sources of uncertainty, such as those relating to 

the arranging journeys or asylum decisions. Physical health and health in the broader sense of 

well-being is an important factor in shaping the lives of Afghan migrants and in refugees in Turkey 

and the ways in which they reached decisions about migration. This paper first illustrates the 

different levels through which migration is embodied: through accidents on journeys, through the 

difficulties of accessing healthcare as a result of not having legal status, and through the anxiety 

and uncertainty in awaiting legal status. In its focus on embodiment, the paper is also about the 

embodiment of everyday violence suffered by migrants living lives without access to necessary 

basic rights. Secondly, the paper illustrates the different ways in which migrants negotiated this 

embodiment, including through their decision-making processes.  The paper draws on 

ethnographic fieldwork conducted among Afghan migrants and refugees mainly between 2011 

and 2012. 



 
 
The remaining abstracts will be sent out as soon as possible. 


